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N° 146. 
TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON, 

MT DEAR FBIEND, 

I AH glad tbat you hsT« fiiushed a work, of wbich I 
well remeniber the begianing, and which I was son^ 
3fou thought it expedient to disconlinui!. Your reason 
for DOt procpcding was howerei such as I was obliged 
to acquiesce iu, being suggested by a jealousy you felt, 
" lest your spirit should be betrayed into acrimony, in 
wilting upon such a subject." I doubt not you hare 
lufficiently guarded that point, and indeed, at the time, 
I could not discover that you had failed in it. I have 
biuied myself this morning in contriving a Greek title, 
and in seeking a motto. The motto you nieiition U 
certuoly apposite. But I think it an objection, that it 

VOL. II. B ^_ e.OO;;lc 
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bas been so much in ine ; almost every writer, that has 
diumed a liberty to think for himself upon whaUver 
subject, having chosen it. I therefore send you one, 
which 1 never saw in that dape yet, and which ap- 
pears to me equally apt and proper. The Greek 
word, ievims, which signifes literally a shackle, may 
figuratively serve to express those chains whtt^ bi- 
gotry and prejudice cast upon the mind. It seems, 
therefore, to speak like a lawyer, no misnomer <rf' 
your book, to call it, 

Mi(roJsff^f. 

The following pleases me most of all the mottos 1 
have thought of. But with respect botli to that and 
the title you will use your pleasure. 

Qnerelii 
Handjnsluaiiiirgis, el irrita jarglaJBcIai. 

lEa.X.9*- 

From the little I have seen, and the much 1 haw 
heard of the manager of the Review you mention, I 
cannot feel even the smallest push of a desire to serve 
him in the capadty of poet. Indeed 1 dislike him so 
much, that, had I a drawer full of pieces fit for his 
purpose, Ibardly think I should contribute to his col- 
lection. It is possible too, that 1 may live to be once 
more a publisher myself; in which case, I should be 
glad to find myself in possession of any suich original 
[Heces, as miglit decently make their ^)|iearance in a 
volume of my own. At present however I have nn- 
thing that would be of me to him,, por have I many 

■■ . Coo.;lc 
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opportunititB of coiDponDg, Sunday being tbe only 
day in the nc«k which wc spend akMie. 

!«■ at tUf nonent fnadied for tine, but was de- 
sitetu of pronDg to ;mi, with what alacrity ny Gnek 
wtd Lain mtnory ue always ready to obey yon, and 
tberefore by tbe fast poit have to tbe best of my abi- 
Uy complied whh your requeit. 

Beliete me, niy dear IHend, 
AHectionately yoars, 



TO THE REV. «)HN NEWTON. 

MY bKAR FRIEND, 
Thk morning la my writing tittie, and in the motning 
I have no spirits. So much tbe worse for my cotre- 
qwndents. Sleep, that refreshes my body, seems to 
(irippie me in every other respect. As tbe evening ap- 
proaches, I grow niore alert, and when I am retiring to 
bed, am more fit for mental occupation than at any 
«ther time. So it fares with us whom they call ner- 
TODS. By a Strange inversioii of the animal economy, 
we are teady to sleep when we have most need to be 
liwake, and go to bed jiiit when we might sit up to 
some purpose. Tbe watch is irregularly wound up, tt 
goes ia tbe night when it is Hot wanted, and in the day 
stands still. In many respects we have the advantage 
of our forefbtbefs the Picls. Wc sleep io a whole skin, 
and are not obliged to submit to tlie painful operation 
of putictuHttng ourselves from head to foot, in order 
ihat we may be decently dressed, and fit to appear 
-,. Google 
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abroad. But on the other band, we have reason 
enough to env^ tiiem their tone of nervet, and that 
flow of i^rits which effbctoally Becored them from all \ 
uncomfurtabte impresuong of a gloomy atmo^ere, 
and from every shade of melancholy from every ntfaer 
cause. Tfaey understood, I suppose, the use trf' vulne- 
rary herbs, faaving frequent occasion for some skill in 
surgery; but pl^siciaDS, I presume, tbey bad none, 
having no need of any. Is it possible, that a creatufe 
like myself can be descended from such progenitors, ia 
whom there spears not a single trace of bmily xeaem- 
blance? What an alteration have a few ages made ! 
They, without clothing, would de^ the severest sea- 
son ; and I, with atl the accommodations that art has 
since invented, am hardly secure even in the mildest. 
I^jie wind blows upon me when my pores are open, 
I catch cold. A cough is the consequence. I sufv 
pose if such a disorder could have seized a Ptct, hit 
friends would have concluded that a bone bad stuck 
in his throat, and that be was in some danger of chok- 
ing, lliey would perhaps have addressed themselves 
to the cure of his cough by thrusting their fingers mlo 
his gullet, which would only have exaqwrated the case. 
But they would never have thofight of administerii^ 
laudanum, my only remedy. For this diSeieoce how- 
ever that has obtamed between me and my ancestors, 
I am indebted to the luxurious practices, and enfee- 
bling self-indulgence, of along line of giandsires, who 
from generation to generation have been employed in 
deteriorating the breed, till at last the collected eflects 
of all their follies have centred in my puny self. A 
man indeed, but not in IIk image of those that went 
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ftefore hk. A bwhi wba ^h »mI grpan, who wear 
jokt hfe » defectioti and of preuio* 'of !^iu, and 
*\to Dover Ibnek of tbe Abotigiftn of tbe coantiy to 
vbkb I heloBs, witbout waiting that i bad been b»tn 
amoi^ Ihera. TTie evU is witbout a remedy, unless 
the ages tbat are passed could be recalled, my whole 
jwdigree be permitted to live again, and being pro- 
perly admonished to beware of enervating sloth and 
refinement, waukl iweserra tbeir hardinesg of nature 
^inimpaired, and transmit the desirable quality to their 
fiosterity. I once saw Adam in a dream. We some- 
times lay of a ^ctaek thM «« doubt ibI its likct 
flos t* tlMoiigitiil, tfecagli wcncT^sMhim; ajudg- 
Mctrt we bxri atmt reteon to fMn, v^leo the. ftce i« 
sliMi^.dafaet«Kd,- ibri the featiKi> AlltfeSp^ 
iiao. Sa I Ihiik sf my visuauy Adm, and fovH 
aoailw reCsos. Hia figwe wm awkward indeed m tbct 
nbteiK. b was endent that he had Meter txm 
taugbt by ft FreuckiUD la h»l* 1^ beaAcKtt, or to 
(uRi ont hwton ; l« uB^oee graeefvUy of ieb arms, or 
to ei^ifet without » meaning. Bui if Mr. Bacon 
wal called up«w to pKt^ttt m statue a( HMcuIei, he 
iHfld mA with for a juster ptitera. He stood like a 
rock; the tue(^ his limbs, the prominence of bis rans- 
cles, and tlie height of his stature, all conspired to 
beqieak him a creatuce RlimuslKugth had suffered no 
diminution; and who, being the first of his race, did 
not Gome mto the world under a necessity of sus- 
taining a load of infirmities, derived to him from 
the intemperance of others. He was as much stouter 
tbaa a 1^^ aa I stippiMe a Pict to have been thtta I. 
Vfoa oiy hy^thesis therefore, there has bem a gta. 

B2 
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dual decleosjoti, io pomt of bodHy vigour, ftotn Adam 
down to me : at least if my dream were a just lepre- 
sentatioa of that geaUeraan, and deiure the credit I 
cannot help giving it, socfa nitist have been the caw. 

Youts, my dear friend, 

W.C. 



[TO THE REV. WILLTAM BULL.J 

Fcbrunr 31, tiat. 
" I CONOR ATUlATB you on tbe tiniw — I nippoBe it 
is aDuniyenalUessJDg.andprobablyMt all OTCi Europe. 
I myself am thehetter for it, who wanted nolhiDg that 
might make die frost supportable ; what laaoa Ibete. 
fore have tbey to rejoice, who, being in want of all 
things, were exposed to its oTmost rigour I — Tbe ice 
in my ink however is not yet dissolved. — It was long 
before the Jrast seized it, but at last it prevailed.^ 
Hie sofa has ccMigequently received little or no addi- 
tion since. — It consists at present of four books and 
part of a fifth ; vrhen tbe sixth is tinisfaed, the work is 
accompKsbed, but if 1 may judge by my present inabi- 
lity, ti»t period is at a considerable distance." 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

Ftbnary.lTBt. 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 

I ojve you joy of a thaw, that has put an end to a 
fiost of nine weeks contmuance with very little inter- 
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rnplioii ; the toogest that has faai^tened since the jear 
1739. May I premme that you fed yourself indebted 
to me for intelligeace, wbich perhaps no oUwr of your 
correspoodents will vouchsafe tocommiuiicate, tbouglt 
they are as well apprised of it, and as much convinced 
of the truth of it, as myself? It is, I suppose, every 
where felt as a blessing, but no where more sensibly 
than at Olney ; though even at Olney the sev^ty of 
it has been alienated in behalf of many. The same 
benefactor, who beiriended them last year, has with 
equal liberality administered a supply to their necessi- 
ties in the present. Like the 'subterraneous flue that 
warms my myrtles, he does good and is unseen. His 
tigunctioDs of secresy are still as rigorous as ever, and 
mnst therefore be observed with the same atteolion. 
He however is a haj^ man, whose philanthropy is not 
like mine, an impotent principle, spending itself in 
fruitless wishes. At tbe same time, 1 confess it is a 
consolatim, and I fed it an honour, to be employed as 
the conductor, and to be trusted as the dispenser of 
another man's bounty. Some, have been saved ftom 
perishing, and all, that couM partake of it, from the 
most pitiable distress, 

I will not apologize for my politics, or suspect them 
of error, merely because they are taken up from the 
newqtapers. I take it for granted, that those reporten 
of the wisdom of our representatives are tolerably cor- 
rect and ftithfut. Were they not, and were they guilty 
of frecjueBt and gross misrepresentation, assuredly 
tfaey would be chastised by the rod of parliamentaty 
triticism. Could 1 be present at the detrates, I should 
indeed have a better opiniou of my documents, Bm 
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if tti« Houw of ComnuHH be Ibe bMt Bchool of Bn- 
Ibh potitiia, which I Ihinli an Hodeiiuible aneition, 
tbenbetlntfeMb what pnsei then hu of^rtuaities 
of InfonnMno, iifcri ot aniy t» ibcin who heat for 
ibcMMli^i uid «M be preKOt Nfwn ibe ipot Tiim 
qualifiMl I Mke conrafe ; and wbeu » c«Um Mvoetid 
HeigfalMur of oun oirts hii noM at me, and holds my 
r>p\a\om rhtrmp, niMd^ becaoie be hae patsed through 
LiMidoti, I am M)t altt^etbn coavbced that he has reg- 
ion oD hb side. I do not linew that the ak af tba me- 
trcipelis hm a powor to brigbleo the intellects, or that 
to sleep a night in the great oity b a neoeuar; uuse of 
ttisdoiR. He lella me that Mr. Fox is a rascal, and 
that Lord Noftta is a nllan, that every creature ene- 
crates them both, and that I ovgfat to do ao too. But 
1 beg to he eieued. VilJaia and mseal ue appelk* 
tions, whiidi we, who do not oonvene with great men, 
are rather aparii^ in the nie of. I can oo&oeiTe them 
both to be most eotinljr persuaded of the rectitude of 
their ctmduet; and the istbtr, because I feel myaelf much 
inclined to believe that, beii^ so, they are Dot mistaken. 
I cannot tbhk rtiM secrrt iBflMsce is a hug-bear> a 
phantom conjured up to serve a purpose ; the mere 
fkiUoUtk of a party : and being, and haTJog always 
been soutwhat of an enthusiast on the s»iti«ct of Brir 
tlsfa liberty, I am not aUe to wilhbtdd my reverecic* 
and good wishes from the vaan, whoever he be, that - 
exeiti himsetf m a ooostitiitkaal way to oppose it 

CaracdoH opoa the snhject of self-aequaiataDce 
was never, I behave, translated. 1 have sometimes 
fbM^t that the Tbcologicat miseellmiy might be glad 
*f a chapter of it monthly. It is a work Ivhicb I 



J6e. COWPBK'S LETTEBS. f» 

much admire. You, who are master of tbeirjrian,caa 
tcU me whether such a contributimi irould be wel- 
come. If you think it would, I would be punctual in 
my remittancet; aud a labour of that sort would suit 
me better in my present state of mind than original 
composition on religions subjects. 

Remember us as thoK that love you, and are never 
unmindful of yon. 

If ourt, my dear friend, 



TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

Jtb. (p, ITM. 
MY DEAR FKIBND, 

We are glad that you have such a Lord Peb« m your 
neighbourhood. He must be a man of a liberal turn, 
to employ a heretic in such a service. I wish you a 
further acquaintance with him, not doubting that the 
more he knows you he will find you the more agree- 
able. You despair of becommg a prebendary for want 
of certain rhythmical talents, which you suppose me 
possessed of. But what think you of a cardinal's hat i 
Perhaps his lordship may have interest at Rome, and 
that greater honour may await you. Seriously liow- 
evei I respect his character, aud should not be eorr; 
if there were many such Papists in the land. 

Mr. ' has given free scope to-his generosity, 

and contributed as largely to the relief of OIney, as he 
did last year. Soon after I had fiven you notice of 
fcis first remittance, we received a second to the same 

L,. Google 
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naouBt, acaompenitd inkod with an mtMntioa lb>t 
1K-WWC to ocmsider it u an lurtieipated mpfiiy, ivhieh, 
but fer tbe WKomnion acvtntj of the pmeot wiater, 
tM should hmn Nsencd for the next The Infrrenee 
it, that ntxt wuter we an ta expeot nothrag. Bnt 
the man and his benefloeirt tun of nJod CMsidcrcd, 
there b k>iih rauoD to hope tfaat, togiod u the Infer- 
ence seems, it may yet be disappointwi 

Adverting to your letter again, I perceive that you 
viisk for my opinion of your answer to his lordship. 
Had 1 forgot to tell you that I ^>prove of it, 1 know 
j^on well enough to be aware of the misinterpretation 
you would have put upon my syence. I am glad 
therefore that I faappen«l to cast my eye upon your 
appeal to my opbion, before it was too late. A mo- 
dest man, however able, has always sortie reason to 
distruat hlmsdf upon extraordinflty occaslotis. Nd- 
Ihtag so apt to betray as into absurdity, as too great a 
dread of it; and tbe application of more strelig;th tfaati 
enough is sometiitaes as latal as too little : but you 
bavc escaped very well. For my own part, when I 
write to a stranger, I feel myself deprived of balf my 
intellects. I suspect that I shall write nonsense, and I 
do so. I tremble at the thought of an inaccuracy, and 
beeome ftbstdutely ongramraaticai. I feel myself 
sweat. 1 have recourse to the knife and Ike pounce. 
1 edneet Indf a doEen blunders, which hi a common 
case I should not have committed, and have no sooner 
dbpatcbed what I lutve written, than I recollect how 
much belter I eouM have made it; bow easily and 
2«iiteely I eonM have relaxed the sttffliess of the 
jphfase, and have cured tbe insuffentbib awkwardness 

_.. .Cookie 
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of the whole, bnd Ibey stnuk au i liltls owlier. 
Tluu we (twd in awe of mi know not wbat, and tnii- 
CM17 tiiro*^ raer« desire Iq oxcel. 

1 MHd JobuMKi't Pnfteu every aigfat, cm^ wImo 
the Mewapaper calta ne «ff. At a time like the pM- 
leot, what author can stand b eonqMliliMi with a 
qewapapw ) 01 who, that has a ipark of patnotinn, 
does not p<unt alt iaa atlantian to the pnaeol criu t 
W.C 

I am so disgusted with , for allowing himself 

to b^ Nlent, when so loudly called upon to write to 
you, that I do not choose to express my feelings, Wo 
io tlie man whom kindness cannot soften ! 



TO THE REV. JOHN NE\VTON. 

HlrchBi »M- 
IfY DEAH VBlBNi), 
I THANK you for the two first numbers of the Theo- 
logical MisccUaay. I have not read tham rcgniarly 
through, but mfficientiy to observe that they are 
much iodehled to Omjcrcs. An euay, ugned Par* 
vuliia, pleaaed me likewise ; and I shall be glad if a 
neighbour «f oura to whom I have knt tbem should 
be able to xg^y to his own use the lesson it incut; 
catea. On further oonaidcratioo I have seen reason to 
fwego my purpose of transtating Caraccioli. Though 
I thmk no book more calculated to teach the art of 
pious Dieditatioo, or to enforce a conviction of the 
vanity of all pursinls, that have not the soul's interests 
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for tfaeir object, I can ;et see a flaw id tis maimer of 
- in^nictiiig, that in a countiy bo enlightened as ours 
would escape nobody's notice. Not eojoying the ad- 
Tantages of evangelical ordinaoces, and 4:linstian com- 
niunion, he falls into a mistake natural in his sitnatioD; 
ascrihmg always the pleasures he found in a holy life 
to his own industrious peneverance in a cootemplatiTe 
course, and not to the immediate agency of the great 
Comforter of his people ; and directing the eye of hu 
readers to a q>iritu'al principle within, which be sup- 
poses to subsist in the soul of every man, as the 
source of all divine enjoyment, and to Christ, as he 
would gladly have done, had he &llen under Chris- 
tian teachers. Allowing for these defects, he is a 
charmbg writer, and by those who hnow how to make 
such allowances, may he read with great ddight and 
improvement. Bat with these defects in bis manner, 
though (I believe) no man ever had a heart more 
devoted to Ood, be does not seem dressed with snffi- 
dent exactness to be fit for the pubhc eye, wbere maq 
is known to be nothing, and Jesus all m all. He most 
therefore be dismissed as an unsuccessful candidate 
for a place in this Miscellanyy and will be Teas morti- 
fied at being rejected in the first instance, than if be 
had met with a refusal from the publtsber. I can 
only therefore repeat what I said b^re, that when I 
£nd a proper subject, and myself at liberty to pursue 
it, I will endeavour to contribute my qtioEa. 

W. C. 
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TO THE REV. lOHN NEWTON. 

Obiic;,Minlill,17M, 

I BETDRH you tnati; tbanks for your apology, which 
I have read with great jdeasure.* Yoii know of old 
that yoni s^le alwi^i pleases me : and having in a 
former letter given you the reasons for which 1 like it, 
1 span you now the pain of a repetition. Tbe ^tirit 
too, in which you write, pleases me as much. But I 
perceive that in some cases it is possible to be severe, 
and at the same time perfectly good-tempered ; in all 
eases I suppose where we suffer by an injurious and 
' unreastKiable attack, and can justily our conduct by a 
plain and sunple narrative. On such occasions, truth 
itKlf seems a satire, because by implication at least it 
convicts our adversaries of the want of charity and - 
candour. For this reason perhaps you will find that 
jou have made many angry, though you are not so; 
and it is possible that they may be the more aogry 
upon that very account. To assert, and to prove, 
tliat an enlightened minister of the Gospel may, with- 
out any violation of his conscience, and even upon the 
ground of prudence and propriety, continue in the 
establishment; and to do Uiia with the most absolute 
composure, must be very provoking to tbe dignity of 
some dissentidg doctors; and to netde them still the 
more, you In a manner impose upon them the necessity 

* Tbe bouk aUoded to is eDtilled " ApologJa. Fonr Letters 
to B Miniiterofan Independent Qiiirch. By ■ MiniBter of the 
Chnrch of England." 

vol. II, C 
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of being silent, by declaring that you will be so your- 
self. UptMi tbe whole however I have no doubt that 
your apolagy wiU do good. If itahaold irntBtesome, 
who have more zeal than knowledge, and moie of 
bigotry than of either, it may serve to enlaige the 
views of otben, and to convince them, that there may 
be grace, Irnlh, and ^ou^. In the minijtjy of a 
chntcb of wbieh they are not members. I wish it 
aoccess, and all that attention to which, both Itom the 
nature of the subject, and tbe manner tn whi^ you 
have treated it, it is bo well entitled. 

The patronage of the East Indies wilt be a danger' 
ons weapon in whatever bands. 1 have no prospect ■ 
ofddiverance for this country, bnt tbe taffle that I 
have of a pos^bllity that tre may one day be disen- 
cumbered of our ruinous possessions In tbe East. 

Our good neighbours, who have so succcffiAilty 
knocked awi^ our Western crutch from under us 
seem to design w the sime favour on the opposite 
side ; in which case we shall be poor, but I think we 
shall stand a better chance to be free; and I had ra- 
ther drink water-gruel fbr breakfcst, and be no nian*» 
shve, than wear a chafai, and drink tea as usual. 

I have just room to add, that we love you as usual, 
and are yonr very aftctlonate Wiffiam and Mary. 

W. C. 
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TO THE REV, JOHN NEWTON. 

Uircb ig, i;M. 
MT DEAR FRIKNO, 

I WISH it were iu my power to give you any account 
of the Marqiiis Caraccioti. Some years since I saw a 
short histoid of him io the Review, of which I recollect 
no particulate, escept that he was (and for aught I 
know may be still) an officer b the Prussian service. 
I have two volumes of bis v/oAa, lent me by Lady 
Austen. One is upon the subject of self-acquaintance, 
and the other treats of the art of conversing with the 
same gentleman ; had I pursued my purpose of trans- 
latmg him, my d«agn Has to have furnished nyself, if 
possible, with some authentic account of him, whidi I 
suppose may be procured at any bookseller's who 
deals hi forei^ pubhcalions. But for the reasons 
given in my hst I have laid aside the design. There 
is something in his style that touches mc exceedingly, 
and which I do not know how to describe. I should 
call it pathetic, if it were occasional only, and never 
occurred but when his sutyect happened to be parti- 
cularly affecting, But it is univereal; he has not a 
scfileoce that is not marked with it. Perhaps there^ 
fore I may describe it better by saying, that bis whole 
work has an air of pious and tender melancholy, 
which to me at least is extremely agreeable. This 
property of it, which depends perhaps altogether upon 
the arrangement of bis words, and the modulation of 
his sentences, it wouhl be very diflicuU to preserve ii) 
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a traiuladoa. I do not know that our language ia 
capable of beb^ so managed, and rather su^Mct that 
it is not, and that it is peculiar to the French, because 
it is not unftequent among their writen, and I never 
saw any thing similar to it in our own. 

My evenings are devoted to books. I read aloud 
for the entertainment of the puty, thus making 
amends by a vociferation of two hours for ray silence ^ 
at other times. We are in good health, and waiting 
as patiently as we can for the end of this second winter. 
Yours, my dear friend, 

W.C. 



TO THE EEV. JOHN NEWTON. 

. Huck Sg, ITS^ 

HT OEAB FBIEND, 
It being bis majesty's [rieasuie that I sbonld yet have 
another opportunity to write before he dissolves the 
parliament, 1 avail myself of it with all possible alac- 
rity, I thank you for your last, which was not the 
less wdcome for coming, like an extraordinary ga2ette, 
at a time when it was not expected. 

As when the sea is unconunonly agitated, the water 
finds its way into creeks and holes of rocks, whidi in 
its calmer state it never reaches, in like manner the 
edfect of these turbulent times is fett even at Orchard- 
side, where in general we live as undisturbed by the 
political element, as shrimps or cockles that have been 
accidentally deposited m some hollow beyond the 



151. cowpER'fi LerrERs. 17 

-wMer (natfc, by tbe omal dnihing of tfie vrtvea. Wp 
were fhtk^ yeatarday after dmner, the two ladies and 
BjWlf, very (WUpOMiyy, and wi&oat tbe least appfe- 
boinw of ray soch intrnMMi in our mug parlour, imc 
l»dy knittb^;, the other oettii^, and the geDtteraan 
wiiidii^ wonted, when to our unqteakable suiprbe a 
mob appeared beA>K the window ; a smart np was 
beud M tbe door, tbe boys haHoo'd, and the nuM 
aonouieed Mr. G— 7-. Puss • was nofbrtunately 
let out of ber box, so that the candidate, with all ba 
good ftiends at his heels, was relbsed admittance at 
tbe grand entty, and re^rred to tbe back door, as the 
only poiMhle way of approach. 

Candidates are creaittres not very guMeptS>]e of af- 
fronts, and would ratlier 1 suppose climb in Ht a win- 
dow, than be absolutely excluded. In a minute, the 
yard, the kitdien, and the parlour, were filled. Mr. 
Or— adrancing toward me shoiA me by the hand with 
B degree of cordiality that was extremely seducing. 
As soon as he and as many at could flod ch^rs were 
seated, he begian to open the Intent of his visit. ! 
told bim I had no vote, for which he readily gave me 
credit I assured him I had no bfluence, which he was 
not equally incUoed to believe, and tbe less, no doubl, 

because Mr. A , addresMng himself to me at that 

moment, teformed me that I had a great deal. Sup- 
posmg that I could not be possessed of such a treasure 
.wWiout knowing it, I ventured to confirm my first 
assertion, by saying, tliat if I had any I was utterly at 
a loss to Imagine where It could be, or wherem it con- 

* Hi* lam bare.' 

''^ ... Google 
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sisted. Thua ended the Gonference. Mr. G-- — 
squeeied me by the hand again, kissed the ladies, aDct 
withdrew. He kissed likewise the maid in the kitchen* 
and seemed upon the whole a most loving, kissbg, 
kind-hearted gentleman. He b very young, genteel, 
and handsome. He has a pair of very good eyes ia 
his head, which not being snfiicieot as it diooki 
seem for the many nice and difficult purposes of a 
senator, be has a third also, which be wore suspended 
by a ribband from bis button-hole. The boys halloa'd, 
the dogs barked, puss scampered, the hero, with hu 
Umg train of obsequious follawers, withdrew. We made 
ourselves very merty with tlie adventure, and in a short 
time settled into our former traoquilli^, never proba- 
bly to be thus interrupted more. 1 thought myself 
however happy in being able to affirm truly that I bad 
not that influence for which he sued ; and for which, 
had I been possessed of it, with my present views of 
the dispute between the Crown and the Commons, I 
must have refused him, for he is on the side of the 
former. It b comfortable to be of no consequence ia 
a world where one cannot exerdse any without dis- 
fibliffag somebody. The town however seems to be 
much at bb service, and if be be equally successful 
tbrou^wut the county, be will undoubtedly gain his 

ekctitm. Mr. A peiliaps was a little mortified, 

because it was evident that I owed the honour of this 
visit to his misrepresentation of my importance. But 

had be thought proper to assure Mr. G that I had 

Ihiee beads, 1 should not I suiq|>ose have been bound 
to produce them. 
Mr. S , who you say was so much admired in 

L. . Google 
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jonr pulpit, would be equally admired in hi» own, at 
kwt by ali capable jadga, were he not so apt to be 
angry with hii congregatioii. This hnrts bim, and had 
he the UDdentandaig and eloquence of Paul himself, 
would still hurt him. He seldom, hardly ever indeed, 
preaches a gentie, well-tempered sermon, but I hear 
it highly commended : but warmth of temper, in- 
dulged to a degree that may be called scolding, defeats 
Uieend of preaching. It is a misapplication of his 
powers, which it also cripples, and teases away his 
But he is a good man, and may peitiai» 
it. 

Yours, 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

PBOn.S that are but little acquainted with the terrors 
of divne wrath, are not much afraid of tri^ng with 
ibetr Maker. But for my own part I woald sooner 
take Empedocles's leap, aitd fling myself into Mount 
£tna, than I would do it in the slightest instance, 
were 1 in civcunutances to make an election. In the 
Scr^ore we find a broad and clear eihibitiou of 
mercy, it is displayed m every page. Wrath is in 
comparison but slightly touched upon, because it is 
not so mucb a discovery of wrath as of forgiveness 
But liad the di^easure of Ood been the principal 
subject of the bo(^ and had it drcumstantially set 
fortii thatraeasare of it only wluch may be endured 
eren in this lifo, the Christian worid perhaps wontd. 
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hive been lew comfcrtable ; but I beline pmutnp- 
tuons meddlen witb tbc Gospel voald have been )cM 
freqaentl^ met witb.— Tbe word v » flaming tworAj 
and be tbat toucbe* it with usItatlMred fiogen, tbiob^ 
iag to make a tool of it, will find tlat be hat bontt 
tbem. 

What bavoo in Calabria! every bottso ii buyt upon 
the sand, whMe inbabttants have no Ood, or omI; » 
Abe one. Solid and fluid are such la letpect to eadi 
other: but with rafrrraoe to the diviue pown they 
are equally fixed, or equally unstable. The hihabi- 
tanti of B lock shall sink, while a cockboat afaaU nve 
a man alive in the midst of the fathomless oc«an. lite 
Pope grants dispensations for folly and madness dur- 
ing the carnival. But it seems they are as o^n- 
sive to faim, whose vicegerent be pretends himself, at 
tbat season as at any other. Were I a Galabrian, I 
would not give my papa at Rome one farthing for bb 
aatplest iadulgenee, for this tune fortli for ever. 
There is a word that make* this world tremble ; and 
the Pope eatuiot couotennand it. A fig for such 4 
coiuurorl Pharaoh's coiuurofs bad twice hit ability. 
Believe tne, my dear (Kend, 

Affectionately youre, 
W.C. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

A|vii s, nu. 
MY DKAK WILLIAM, 
I TBANKBD yo« in my last for Jebnatmi 1 now thank 
you, witb more cmpbasis, for Beattie, tbe mint agree- 

. -^- .Cookie 
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able and amiable writer I ever met with ; tbe only 
nitbor I iiBi'e seeo whose critical and philiw(q)liical 
(eaeaiclies ate direr3i6ed and embellidhed by a poeti- 
cal ima^natiin, that makes ereti the driest subject, 
and Ibc leanest, a feast for an epicure in books. H« 
u so much at his ease too, that his own character ap- 
pears in eveiy page, and which b Teiy rare, we see 
not only the writer, but the man: and that man so 
gentle, so well-tempered, so happy in his religion, and 
■o hnmane in bis philosophy, that it is necessary to 
love faim, if ooc has any sense of what is lovely. If 
you bsTe net his poem called the Minstrel, and cannot 
bonew it, I must beg you to buy it for me ; for though 
I cannot afibrd to deal lai^y in so expentive a commo- 
di^ as books, I must afford to purchase at least the 
po^ical wo^ of Beattie. I have read sis of Blair's 
Lectures, mid what do I say of Blair F That he is a 
aenaibie man, master of his subject, and excepting here 
and there a Scotticism, a good writer, so ftr at least as 
perqikuity of expression, and method, contribute to 
make one. Bat oh the sterility of that man's fancy ! 
if indeed he has any such lacuUy belongiDg to him. 
Periiaps philosophers, or men designed for such, are 
■ometimes bom without one ; or perhaps it withers for 
want of exercise. However that may be, Doctor Blair 
has such a brain as Shakeqtear somewhere describes 
—*' dry as tbe remainder biscuit after a voyage." 

I take it for granted that these good tnai are f^ilo- 
sophic^ oonect (for thc^ are both agreed upon the 
snbject) in their account of tbe wigin (rf language ; 
and if the Scripture had Ml us in tbe dark upon that 
artide, I should very readily adapt didr bypothesta 
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for want of better mfoTiDatton. Isbould wpposelbr 
■wlmcB, Ibtt imn nade hb firit eflbrt in specoh bt 
thfl way of an mteOMtioo, and that afa, or oli, being 
otUMd wUk woodeifiil gMticulatiao, and vaficity of 
aOttade, miut btm kA hk powers of exfHnrioH ^nto 
esbtiiited : that m a couik of taae be wooM mfcnt 
Damn for manj tfaiogs, but first far tbe ofajoct* of hia 
daily waati. Am appie would conseqneatly be calkd 
an a:pfie, aad prriia|M not many years would dapae 
iMfere the appellatioM would raccive tbe saootitm of 
feneral ma. In Ibb case, and upon tkii snpporitioD, 
sating one in Ibe hand of another mim, be would ra- 
dain wilk a most movii^ pathos, " Ob applef—wril 
and gaed»oh apple ! is a rery afiecdiog speMdir but 
in the mean time it profila bbn uotfaiog. The uMi 
that hohis it, eali it, and he goes away with ob tff^ 
in bis uoutJb, and with nothing better. Bcflectiiig oD 
his diuppointncnl, and that petb^ it aioae ftMfthia 
Bot being more esplicti, he contrives a term to daiota 
bat idea of Iramfer or gratuitous oonaiuuication, and 
the next occasioD that offn-sofa sisHlar kind, per- 
forms bis port accordingly. His vpeeck now stands 
thus, "Ob give apple!" The appk-boider pceadvn 
himself called upon to p^it with bli fnOt, tnd, having 
satisfied his own hunger, is perhiq>s not MOWiDing to 
do so. But unturtuoately thera is still room for s 
mbtalie, and, a tturd pencm bong present, he ^es 
the ifiple to Atoi. Again disappointed, and again 
perceinng tbat bu bngoage has not all tite jaecisioD 
that is requisite, the orator retires to his study, and 
there, after nurfa deep tbinknig, conceives tbat tbo 
insertiMf of a pronoun, whose office sbatl bp to signify 

_.. .Google 
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that be not only wants the apple to be given, but given 
to biouelf, will reoedy all (kfecti, 1m bms it the next 
nppoitunity, and succeeds to a wuider, obtains the 
apple, and b; his success such credit to his inventioD, 
that pronouns coutiDue to be in great repute ever after. 

Now as my two syllabkmongen, Beatlie and Blair, 
both agree that language was originally inspired, and 
liiat the great variety of languages we find upon earth 
■t present took its rise from the confudon oif tongues 
at Babel, I am not perfectly convinced that there Is 
tny just occaBion to inrcnt this very ingenious aolu- 
lion of a difficulty, which Scriptore has solved already, 
Hy (^nnion however is, if I may presume to have an 
qunim of my own so diflbent A^m thetn who are so 
mnch wiser than myself, that if man had been his 
own teacher, and had acquired his words and his 
phrases only as necessity or cwivenience had prompt* 
td, bis progress must have been considerably slower 
than it was, and in Homer's days the production of 
luch a poem as the Iliad Impossible. On the an> 
trary, I doubt not Adam on the very day of his cre- 
BtioQ VFBs able to express himself in terms both fbrdble 
and elegant, and that he was at no loss fi>r sublime 
diction, and logical combination, when he wanted to 
pnise his Maker. 

YoDts, my dear friend, 

W.C. 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MT DEAR WILLIAM, 

I WISH I bad both burning words, and bright 
thou^ts. But I have at present neither. My head 
is Dot itaelf. Having had an unpleasant night, and a 
ntdancfaoly day, and having, already written a long 
letter, I do not find myself in point of ^irits at. aU 
qualified either to burn or ahine. The post seta out 
early on Tuesday.' l^e morning is the only time of 
exercise with me. In order therefore to keep it opeu 
for that purpose, and to comply with your deure of 
an immediate answer, I ^ve you as much as I caa 
spare of the present evening. 

Smce I dispatched my last, Blair has crept a little 
further into my lavour. As his sulyects improve, be 
improves with them ; but upon the whole I account 
bim a diy writer, useful no doubt as an instructor, 
but as little entertaining as with so much knowledge 
it is possible to be. His language is (except Swift's) ' 
the least figurative I remember to have seen, and the 
few figures fomid in it are not always happily em- 
[doyed. I take him to be a critic very little animated 
by what, he reads, who rather reasons about the beau- 
ties of an author, than really tastes them ; and who 
finds that a passage is praiseworthy, not because it 
charmahim, but because it is accommodated to the 
laws of criticism in that case made and provided. I 
have a littie com]4ied with your desire of margiiial 
annotations, and should have dealt in them moic 
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largely, had I lead tbe books to a/ytdf; but bang 
leader to tfae ladies, I have not alwaya time to letde 
my own opmion of a doabtfiil espresmw, much lea* 
to anggeit an emeodatioa. I have not censured a 
particular observation m dK bonk, though when I 
met with it, it di^kased me. I this moment recollect 
it, and may as well therefore note it here. He is 
commending, and descrredly, that most nohle de- 
- smption of a thondentorra in 'the first Oe«gic, which 
ends with 

lageDUDsnt aostri et densiHioini imber. 

Bei^ in haste, I do not refer to tlie volume for his very 
words, but my memory will serre me with the matter. 
When poets describe, he says, they should always select 
sn^ circumstances of the subject as are least obvious, 
and therefore most striking. He therefore admires the 
efibcts of thelbunderholtspliltiug mountains, and fill- 
ing a nation with astonishment, but quarrels, with tfae 
do^ng member of the period, at cimtaining particulars 
ofastorm not worthy of Vii^il's notice, becaose ob- 
vious to the notice of all. But here I differ from him ; 
not being able to conceive that wind and rain can be 
unproper in tiie descriptioD of a tempest, or how wind 
and rain could possibly be more poetically described. 
Virgil is indeed ranarkable for finishing his periods 
well, and never' conies to a stop but with the most 
cmuummate dignity of numbers and espreasioii ; and 
in the instance in qiKstion I thliA his skill in this re- 
spect is remariiably disidayed. The liue is perfectly 
m^estic in its march. As to the wind, it is such wily 
as the woTdtNfnMKaxtoMild describe, and the words 
VOL. II. tt 
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4(N*Jf«tMiu imbrr gin ooa s* idn of a ^wer »• 
da«(l, bat of luak m ihowv h is not vaiy cmbrooh, 
■nd ouch a mw ai only Vtr|il could hsve dme jiutiis 
to by a singk qMtfact. Far therefiiN iron agtceing 
wilh the Doctor ia Ub itoicbirc, 1 do not tUnk the 
^oeid coaUin a aob^ liiw, or a daim|itiao taeie 
mnipificeiitly finuhod. 

Wc are glad that Dr. C bu mgM yon oat 

upon thi* oeoawni. Your pcrfwrnanoa we doubt not 
will justify kit choice : fear not— you have a heart 
that can feel npon charitable occasions, and therefore 
will not lail you upon this. The bumtog words will 
come fhst enough, wheu the sensibility is sttch as 
youn. 

Toon> ny dear Mend, 

W. C. 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

Afrij m, ifM. 
Wb are glad that yoar book runs. It will not indeed 
aatiiiy those whom nolhrag could ulisfy bat your txt 
cemoR to their par^ ; but the liberal will ny you do 
well, and it is in tlw ofwuon of such men only that 
you can feel yourself bterestod. 

I have latdy been eaiployad in reading Beatlie and 
Blair'i Lectures. The latter I ham not yet fisidied 
I find the former the most ngrceable of the two^ indeed 
the most MitcrtainiDg writer upon dry lulgeeta that I 
erer met with. Hb imagmation is highly poeticsl, 
his language easy and elegant, and his manner so At- 
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milw thtt we Mcm to be comcnii^ with m old 
Uawli upoa Itnna of the BMat sodable hitenxHirM, 
while m raid hw. Blair it on tfaa csntrsiy nttei 
ftiff, wit IkU Ui >t^ ii pedantic, but tut air >■ fonaal. 
He ia a [leiMble mtm, aod uodcntBiida hii Bulti«oti, 
but too ttmaaoiu Ibat be is a<ldre»^ the pablie, 
and too Mlidtou* about bit sucocbi, to indulge Mm- 
■elf for a moment ia tbat play of ftncy wliicb makaa 
A* otbn- so agre^ible. In Blair wc fad a sebolar, 
ID Seattle fcelb n scboiar aad aii aniable ewi; in- 
deed ao aaiable, tint I bavc wiihed Ibr Ui acqnaal* 
asce ewr since 1 read his book. Hnng nercr in 
ray life penned a page of Ariitatle, I am gbd lu 
bave bad an oppoMonity of leartnog mon tfaan (f 
M^iese)lw would ba«e tangfat aie, trom the writ 
iags of two aH>deia critics. 1 fitlt myattf too ft 
little di^MHed to complitn^ my own acumen i^n 
the oecBsion. For thongb the art of writtag and 
conpoaing wa§ never nocb my «tudy, I did not find 
that they bad any great news to teU ma. Tbey bavs 
aansted me in putting my observatiMW mto (orae me- 
tbod, but have not suggested many, of whicb I waa 
not by some means or other previously appri»ed. In 
Act, critica did not origiinBtly b^t autbors. But 
anthon made crities. Common tense dictated to wri- 
ters the neceraty of method, eontwKion, and ibougbts 
congruous to the natui« of tbdr subject; iwuius 
prompted tbem with embellishments, and then came 
the critics. Obserrmg tbe good effects of an atten- 
tion to these items, tbey enacted laws for the observ- 
tpix of tbem in time to come, and, having drawn 
^eir ruh:s tor good writing from what was actually 
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well written, boasted thenuelves the invuiton of an 
at wfaicfa yet the antfaon of tbe day had already 
exemplified.— They are however osefiil in their way, 
giving us at one new a map of the bonndanefe which 
propriety sets lo fancy ; and wrving as judges, to 
whom the public may at once appeal, when petteted 
with the vagaries of those who have had tbe hardi- 
ness to transgress them. 

Hie candidates for this county have set an example ' 
of econony, which other candidates would do weQ to 
Adlow, havii^ come to an agreement on both sides to 
defray tfie eipaues of their voters, but to open no 
bouses for the estertaiument of the rabble ; a reform 
however wbidi the rabble did not at all approve of, 
and testified theii dislike of it by a riot. A stage was 
built, from which the orators had designed to ha- 
rangue the electors. This became the first victim of 
their fury. Having very little curiosity to hear what 
gentlemen could say, who would give them nothing 
better than words, tfaey broke it in [wces, and threw 
the fragments upon the hustings. The sheriff, the 
members, the lawyers, the voten, were instantly put 
to flight, lliey rallied, but were again routed by a 
second assault, like tbe former. They then proceeded 
to break the windows of the uui to which they had 
fled ; and a lear prevailing that at ni^t they would 
fire the town, a proposal was made by the freeholders 
to face about and endeavour to secure them. At 
that instant a rioter, dressed in a merry Andrew's 
jacket, striped forward, and challenged (he best man 
omiHig them. Olney sent the hero to the field, who 
nade hun repnt of his presumption. Hr. A— — 
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was be. Seitiag him bj the AroBl, he tbook bu»~ 
be threw hkn tat the euth, be and* the bollowacu «f 
hb scbII motuid by the applkatieo of bk fitti, u>d 
dragged bira into cutlod; witboat Ifae leul domige to 
fau peraon.— AniaMted by Ibli exMnple, tbe other 
freehcdders followed it : Bad in five mimitea tweaty- 
<ei^t oDt of thirty raguni^w wtM laft^ hid^ hf 
gaol. 

Adien, my dear frimd. 

We lo*e you, and are youn, 

W. &M. 



TO THE REV, WILLIAM UNWIN. 

117 DEAB FfilBNS, 

'1'hb Bu^reet of Jacfri»iatiBg nmy be considered (I 
think) in two pointi of view- Firit, there ii ro<»n for 
dispute with req>ect to the consbteocy of the practice 
with good moiali ; and (ecoodly, whether it be on tbe 
whole convenient or not, may be a nutter wtHthy of 
agitation. I set out with all the furnality of logical 
dtK|ui«tioD, but do not promise to observe the wme 
tegularity any further than it mi^ comport with my 
purpose of writmg as fiut aa I can. 

As to tbe imrooralily of the custom, were I in 
France, I should see none. On tbe contrary, it seems 
in that country to be a ^mptom of modest consc^u»- 
aaa, and a tacit confession of vrbat all know to be 
true, that French faces have in fiwt neither red nor 
white of their own. This humble acknowledgment 
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of a defect looks the more like a virtue, being Ibund 
amoBg a people not remaikable for humQity. Ag^, 
• before we can prove the practice to be immanil, we 
must prove immorality in the design of those who use 
it ; either that they intend a deceptbn, or to kmdle 
unlawful dedres in tlie beholden. But the French 
ladies, so fiir as thdr purpose comes in queslion, must 
be acquitted of both these charges. Nobody sup- 
poses their colour to be natural for a moment, any 
more than if it were blue or green : and this unambi- 
guous judgment of the matter is owing to two causes : 
first, to the universal knowledge we have, that French 
women are naturally brown or yellow, with very few 
exceptions, and secondly, to the inartificial manner in 
which tliey paint: for they do not, as I am most satis- 
fectorily informed, even attempt an imitation of na- 
ture, but besmear themselves hastily, and at a ven- 
ture, anxious only to lay on eooUgfa. Wheie tbere- 
fbre there is no wanton btention, nor a wish to de- 
ceive, I can discover no immorality. But in England 
(I am afraid) our painted ladies are not clearly en- 
titled to the same apology. They even imitate nature 
with such exactness, that the frhole public is some- 
times divided into parties, who litigate with great 
warmth the question, whether painted or noti this 

was remarkably the case with a Miss B , whom I 

well remember. Her roses and hiies were never dis- 
covered to be spurious, till she attained an age, that 
made the snppo^tion of their bung natural impos- 
sible. This anxiety to be not merely red and white, 
which is all tbey aim at in France, but to be thought 
very beantiful, and much more beautiful thax nature 
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Jku nadethem, is a symptom not very fevourable to 
the idea we would wi«h to eotertun of tlie cliastityi 
purity, and modesty of oar country-women. That 
tbey are guilty of a design to deceive, in certain. 
Otherwise why so much art ; and if to deceive, where- 
fore and with what pnrpose f Certainly either to gra- 
tUy vanity of die siiUest kind, or, which is still more 
criminal, to decoy and inveigle, and carry on more 
successfully the business of temptation. - Here there- 
fore My opinion splits itsdf into two opposite sides 
upon Ihe same question. 1 can suppose a French 
woman, though painted an inch deep, to be a virtu- 
ous, discreel, excellent character ; and in no instance 
-should I Ihmk the wane of one because she was 
punted. But an EogUsfa belle must pardcm me, if I 
have not the same charity for her. She is at least an 
impostor, wh^ier she cheats me or not, because she 
means to do so ; and it is well if that be all the ceu- 
sure she deserves. 

This brings me to my second class of ideas upon 
this t<^ic : and here I feel that I should be fearfully 
puzsled, were I called upon to recommend the prac- 
tice on the score of convenience. If a husband chose 
tbat his wife should paint, perhaps it might be her 
duty, as well as her interest, to comply. But I think 
he would not much consult his own, for reasons that 
will follow. In the first place, she would admire her-- 
self the more ; and in the next, if she managed the 
matter well, she might be more admired by others ; 
an acquisition that might bring her virtue under trials, 
to which otherwise it might never have been exposed. 
bi no other case however can I imagiiie the practice 
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in th» coimtrj' to be athcr cxpediuit ar tomtaaeat. 
As a general one, it certainly b not espedioit, beeanae 
in general Engliafi women Inve no oecsuoU Air it. \ 
swarlh; complesion ii a nrity here; and the an, e^e< 
dally since inocvlation faaa been lo macb in aae, iiave 
very little cause to complain that nature haa not been 
kind to tbem m the article of conplexioD. The; 
may bide aad spoU a good one, but Aey caimat (at 
least tbey hardly can) give themelres a better. But 
even if they covM, theee is yet a tragedy m the 
sequel, which should make them tremble. J under- 
stuid that in Fraace, thou^ Ux mt ol rouge be 
genera), the use of nhite paint is fkr (ran beiag ao. 
In Engiand, she that uses iHie, coaunonly uses both. 
Now all white paintg, or lotirais, or whatever th^ be 
called, ere mercurial, ctMHcqnently poiaonous, eonae* 
queatljr rumous in time to tbe constitution. The Miw 

B above mentioned was a miserable witncn of 

this truth, it being certain that her flesh fell from her 

bones beAve she died. Lady C wu hardly a 

less melandidy proof of it; and a London phyikiaii 
perhapa, were be at liboty to blab, could pubtiih a 
bill of female mortality, of a length that would asto- 

For these reasons, I utterly condemn the practice, 
as it obtains in Ei^land : and for a reotcm sifwrior 
to all these, I must disapprove it. I cannot indeed 
discover that Sci^tare forbids it in *o muiy troidi. 
But that anxious solicitude about the penon, whkii 
such an artifice avidently betrays, is, I am sure, con- 
trary to tbe (enor and spirit of it througbont. Show 
me a woman with a painted ftce, and I wilt show you 
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a woman vAtoK heart i^ Mt on things of the earth, 
and not on thh^ above. But this observalkm of 
■une applies (o it only when it is an imitative art. 
For in the use of F^^nch women, I think it as innocent 
as in the use of the wild Indian, who draws a drcle 
lonnd her face, and makes two spots, perhaps blue 
perhaps white, in the middle of it. Stich are my 
though upon the matter. 
Five vakgiu. 

YouTS ever, 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Tod do well to make your letters meny ones, tbougb 
not very merry youiself, and that both for my sake 
Bud your owu ; for your own sake, because it some- 
times happen*, that by assuming au air of cheerful- 
ness we become dieerAil in reality ; and for mine, be- 
cause 1 have always more need of a laugh than a cry, 
bemg somewhat di^xised to melancholy by natural 
tempeiameDt, as well as by other causes. 

It was long since, and even in the infancy of Jolm 
Gilpu), recommended to me by a lady now at Bristol, 
to write a sequel. Bat having always observed that 
authnn, elated with the success of a first part, bave 
filllen below themselves, when they have attempted a 
second, I had more prudence than to take her counsel. 
I want yon to read the history of that hero, published 
^y Bladon, and to tell me what it is made of. But 
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biiy it not. Far, poficd ju it is in tbe papcn, it gib 

be bat a bof^scUer's j<A, and must be deu at the 
price of two shillings. In the lut pacqnd but aae 
that I received from Johnson, be asked mc if I had 
any impro*emeDts of John OilfKn in Inuid, or if I d«- 
Mgned any ; for that to print oaly the wigioal again 
would be to piibliih what has been hacknied in every 
magazine, in every newspaper, and in every itieet. I 
answered, that the copy which I sent him contained 
two or three small variations from the lirst, except 
which I had none to propose, and that if he thought 
him now too trite to make a part of my volume, I 
should willingly acquiesce in his judgment. I take it 
Jbr granted therefore that he will not bring up the 
rear of my Poems according to my first intention, and 
■hall not be sorry for the omission. It may spring 
from a princqtle iif pridb ; but qMing it ftom what il 
may, I feel, and have long felt, a diiinclinalion to a 
pnUic avowal that he is mine ; and since he became 
■o popnlar. I have felt it more than ever ; not that I 
sbcnild have ex^essed a scruple, if JohnoD had not. 
Bui a fear has suggested itoelf to me, that I nugbt 
•ipoee rayaelf to a charge of vanity by admitthig bin 
into my book, and that some people would impute it 
to me as a crime. C<Huider what the world is made 
of, and y;ou will not find my suspicions diimerical. 
Add to this, that when, on correcting the latter part 
of the fifth book of the Task, I came to consider the 
aolemnky and sacred nature of the subjects there 
handled, it seemed to me au incongruity at the least, 
not to cfdl it by a harsher name, to follow up such 
premises with such a conclusion. I am well content 
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therefore with havbg langbed, and made others laog^, 
end will bdM kj faopea of satoat, as a poet, upon 
BOFe important matter. 

In our prkitiog busioeu ive now jog on merrily 
enough. IIk coming nc^ will 1 hope bring me to 
an end of the l^uk, and the next fortnight to aa end 
of the whole. I am ^ad to have Paley on mjr aide 
in the aUkir of education. He is certainly on all rab- 
jects a sensible man, and on such, a wise one. But I 
am mistaken. If Tirodninm do not make some of my 
iVie&ds angry, and procure me enemies not a few. 
There is a sting in verse, that prose neither has, nor 
can have ; and I do not know that schools in the gron, 
and eqiedally public schools, have ever been so point- 
edly condemned before. But they are become a nui- 
sance, a pest, an abomination, and it is fit that the 
eyes and nosei of mankind should, if possible, be 
opened to perceive it. 

This is indeed an author's letter; but it !■ an au- 
thor's letter to his fliend. If you will be the friend 
of an auAor, you must expect such letters. Come 
July, and come yourself, with as many of you ex- 
terior selves as can possibly come mth you. 

Yours, my dear WiHiam, affi^rtionately, and with 
yoor mottei's rcmembrasGes, 

W. C. 
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TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MY DEAR fRIGND, 

I AM, gtad to iMve received at la&t no account of Dr- 
JohnsoD's favourable opinion of m; book. I thought 
it waDtiug, and had long since concluded tbat, not 
baviug had the h^pmets to please him, I owed my 
igDOtance of hit centinienta to the tenderness of my 
friends at Hoxton, who would not mortiiy me with 
un account of hU disapprobation. It occurs to me 
that I owe him thanks for interposing between me and 
the resentment of the Reviewers, who seldom show 
mercy to an advocate for evangelical truth, whether 
in prose or verse. I therefore enclose a short acknow- 
' ledgment, which, if you see no imprapriety in the 
measure, you can 1 imagine without much difficulty 
convey to him through Ihe bands of Mr. Latrobe. If 
on any account you judge it an iuexpetlient slep, you 
can very ea»ly suppress the letter. 

I pity Mr. Bull. What barder task can any man 
undertake than the management of those, who have 
reached the age of manhood without having ever felt 
the force of authority, or passed through any of tb^ 
preparatory parts of education i I bad either foigot, 
or never adverted to the circurastaure, tbat his disci- 
ples were to be men. At present however I am not 
•utprised that, being such, tbey are found disobedient, 
untraclable, insolent, and conceited; qualities, that 
generally prevail in the minds of adults in exact pro- 
portion to tbeir ignorance. He dined with us since 
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I received yoor last. It was on Thursdt^ that he Was 
here. He came dejected, burtbened, full of coiu- 
piaints. But we sent him away cheerful. He is very 
sensible of the pruiience, delicacy, and attention to 
his character, which the society have discovered in 
their conduct towards him upon this occasion ; and 
indeed it does them honour ; for it were past all endur. 
ing, if a charge of insufficient should ohtflhi a mo- 
ment's regard, when brou^t by fire such coxcombs 
against a man of his ernditiMi u>d ability. Lady 
Austen b gone to Balh. 

Yours, my dear frioid, 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

JnDeS,]76(, 

When you told me that the critique upon my volume 
was written, though not by Dr. Johnson hiinself, yet 
by a friend of his, to whom he recommended the 
book .and the business, 1 inferred from that expres- 
sion that I was indebted to him for an active inteipo- 
sition in my fevour, and consequently that he had a 
right. to thanks. ■ But now I concur entirely in sen^ 
timent with you, and heartily second your vote for 
the suppression of thanks which do not seem to be 
nuch called for. Yet even now were it possible tha,t 
I could fall into his compuiy, I should not think a 
slight acknowledgment mis^iplied. I was uo other 
way aoxiotis about his. opinion, nor could be so, al^er 
you and 4ome others had given a favourable one, than 
VOL. 11. K 
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it was natnrd I tboald be, koMvii^, as I did, that his 
opinion had been eonsvlted. 

I am aAectionately vours, 
- W.C. 



TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

J1117 3, list. 

MT DBAB WIUJAH, 
Wb rejoice that you had a safe jmimc;, and though 
we should have r^oiced still more had you had no 
occAsiou for a [^ysician, we are glad that, having had 
need of one, you had the ^oed fortune to find him. — 
Let us hear soon that his advice has proved e&ctual, 
and that you ate delivered from ail ill lymptomB. 

Thanks for the care yon have taken to furnish me 
with a dictioHBry. It is rather strange that at my 
lime of life, and after a youth ipetA in clasncal pur- 
ndts, I should want one: itnd stranger still that, 
b«ng possessed at present of ody one Latin author ib 
the world, 1 should think it worth while to purchase 
we. I say that it is strange, and Indeed I thhdi it so 
myitit. Bat 1 have a thought that when my present 
labonTi of the poi are ended, I may go to school 
again, and refresh my spirits by a little intercourse 
with the Hanhian and the Sabine bard, and perhaps 
by a repensal of some others, whose works we geDe^ 
tally lay by at tiiat period of life when we are best 
qualified to read them, wboi, tbe judgment and tbe 
taste bemg fbflned, their beauties are least likely to be 
overlooked. 



.Cookie 



llus change of wind wd wea^r CQvf«rti me, uid 
I should hvTO eojojtd the 6nt fine moniuig I bm 
seen this month witb a peculiar reliih, if our tern tu- 
nraiker bad not put mt out of temper. I wn aogry 
with him, not oqI; for the matter, but £» tiie mwmr 
of his propowl. When be U.y» his impcwt upoB 
bones, he is jocular, and laughs, thouffh coandeiing 
that wheels, and miles, aud gromu, were twxed be£oi?, 
a graver eounteuance upon the occasion would have 
been more decent. But be provoked me stiU more by 
reasoning as be does on Ibe justification of the tax 
upon candles. &>m£ fsmiliei, be says, wiU su&r 
little by it — Why i betaiuse they are to pooj-, that 
they caniu>t aifibid themKlves more than ten pounds 
in the year. Excellent ! They can use but lew, there- 
fore tiiey will pay but lilUe, and consequcKtly will be 
but little burthened, an argument which fgr itscnielty 
mid cfironlery se«ms worthy of a hero— bnt be (jves 
not avail himself of the whole force <^ it, not with aU 
h» wisdom had sagacity enough to le^ that jt«oubuiH» 
when pushed to its utmost extent, a fnee xlischarge 
and acqviltfd of the poor fixtm the paymqnt of »ay 
tax at j^lf a commoidity, b^ng once made too expen- 
aive foi tbeif packets, will cost them nothiqg, for they 
will not buy it. R^oice thecefcwe, ye peimjiess! 
the minister will indeed send you to bed in the daHi, 
but yoiur lemftimng faaUpenny will be safe ; instead of 
being aprnt in the useless luxury of cmuUel^gbt, it will 
buy you a roll for break&st, which you wLl e^ no 
doubt with gratitude to the man who so kindly les- 
sens the number of your disbunoucots, and, while be 
seems to threaten your money, saves it. I wish he 
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Would rememtier, that the hairpenny, which, govern- 
ment Jmposes, the shopkeeper will swell to two-pence. 
-I wish he would visit the misemhie huts of our Lace- 
OubeTs at Olney, and see them working in the ninler 
moDtfas, foy the light of a &rthiBg candle, from four in 
Ibe afternoon till midnight : 1 wish he had laid his tax 
upon the ten thousand lamps that illuminate the Paa- 
theon, apoa the flambeaux that wait upon ten thou- 
saiid chariots ukl sedans in an evening, and npcm the 
was candles (hat give light to ten Uiousand card 
tables. I wish in short that he would consider the 
pockets ofllKpo<)r as sacred, and that to tax a people 
already so neoesMtous, b but to discourage the little 
industry that is left among us, by drivbg the laborious 
to despair. 

A neighbour of mine, in Silver-end, keeps ao ass; the 
ass lives on the other side of the garden-wall, and 
I sm writing in the greeu-house : it happens that be a 
this morning most musically disposed, whether cheer- 
ed by the ^tt weather, or by some new tune which he 
has just acquired, or by flnding bb voice more har- 
monious than usual. It would be cruel to mortify so 
&ie a iUDger, therefore t do not tell him that be inter- 
rupts and hinders me, but I ventnre to tell you so, 
and to plead his perfonoance in excuse of my ^tnipt 
conduuoQ. 

I send you the goldfinches, with which you will do 
ai you see good. We have an a^ctionate remem- 
brance of your late visit, and of all our friends at 
SlDcL 

Believe me ever yonis, 

W. C. 

L,. Google 
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TO THE REV. JOHN NJEWTON. 

July 5, ITM, 

HT BEAR PBICHD, 
A DEARTH of materials, a coiudousneu that my 
sttbjects are for the most part, and mast be uainter- 
estiug ajid unimportaiit, but above all, a povertf of 
animal spirits, that ni^es writing much a great latieue 
to me, have occasioned my choice of smdler paper. 
Acquiesce in tbe justness of these reasons f(v the pre- 
sent ; and if ever the times should mend with me, I 
sincerelj promise to amend with them. 

Homer says on a certain occasion, tlia> Jupiter, 
when he was wanted at home, was gone to partake of 
an entertainment provided forbim by the JEtbiopians. 
If by Jupiter we understand the weather, or the sea- 
§on, as die ancients frequently did, we may say, that 
our &tgliah Jufuter has been absent on accoaut iff 
•ome soch invitation : during the whole month of 
Jone be left us to experience almost the rigours of ' 
winter. This fine day however affords us some hope 
that the feast is ended, and that we shall enjoy his 
company without the interference of lus iE.tbiopiaD 
lifends again. 

la it possible that the wise men of antiqaity could 
entertain a real reverence for the febulons rubbish, 
which they dignified with the name of religion? We, 
wbo have been fiivoured from our infancy wifli so 
clear a light, are perhaps hardly competent to decide 
the question, and may strive in vain to imagine the 
absurdities that even a good undentanding may 
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tecem as truths, when totally unaided by iwelatioi]. 
It seems however that men, whose conceptioDS upcMi 
other subjects were often sublime, whose jeasoning 
powers were undoubtedly equal to our own, and 
wbose management b matters of jurisprudence that 
required a very industrious esaminatioQ of eridatce, 
was as aculc and subtle as that of a modem Attorney- 
general, could not be the dujies of such impoatiire as a 
.child among us would detect and laugh at. Juvenal, 
I remember, introduces one of his Satires with an ob- 
servation, that there were some in his day who had the 
hardiness to laugh at the stories of Tartarus, and Styx, 
and Charon, and of the frogs that croak upon the 
^anks of. Letbe, giving his reader at the same time 
cause to su^Kct that he was himself one of that pro- 
fene number. Horace, on the other hand, declares in 
■ober sadness that he would not for all the wortd get 
into a boat with a man who had divulged the Eleusi- 
man mysteries. Yet we know lliat those mysteries, 
whatever Uwy might be, were altogether as. unworthy 
to be esteemed divine as the mythology of the vulgai. 
How then must we determine ? If Horace were a good 
;BDd orthodox Heathen, how came Juvenal to be such 
9a uBgnicious libertine in principle, as to ridicule the 
doctrines which the other held, as sacred 1 Their op- 
portunities of information, and. their mental advan- 
tages, were equal. 1 feel myself rather inclined to 
believe, that Juvenal's avowed infidelity was sincere, 
^d that Horace was no better than a canting bypo- 
critical professor. 

You mi^t grant roe a dispensation for saying an; 
thing, whether it be sense, or nonsense, upon the sub- 
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j«t of politics. It h truly a matter in wluch I am so 
little interested, ttiat were it' not that it sometinwv 
9er?es me for a theme, wlieti I can find no other, I 
sfaoold never mentioa it. I would forfeit a lar^ siun 
if, nl^er advertising a month in the gazette, the minister 
^fffie day, whoever he may be, could discover a man that 
careB about him or hb measures so Uttle as I do. When 
I say that I would forfeit a large sum, I mean to have 
it nnderriood that I would forfeit such a stun, if I had 
it. If Mr. Ktt be indeed a virtuous man, as such 1 
respect him. But at the hest, I fear, that be will have 
to say at last with .£iieas. 

Si Pergama dextrft 
Deteodi poMent, Etiam bike defenia fiiiueat. 
Be he what he may, I do not like his taxes. At least 
I am miich disposed to quarrel with some of theui. 
The additional duty upon candles, by which the poor 
will be much aflfected, hurts me most. He says 
indeed that they will but little feel it, because even 
now they can hardly afford the use of them. He bad 
certainly put uo compasdou into his budget, wheu he 
produced from it this tax, and such an argument to 
support it. Justly translated it seems to amount to 
this — " Make the necessaries of Ufe too expensive for 
the poor to reach them, and you will'save their money. 
If tbey buy but few candles, they wilt pay but little 
tax ; and if they buy nobe, the las, as to them, will be 
aonibilated." True. But, in the mean time, they will 
break their shins against their furniture, if iheyhave any, 
and will be but little the ncher, when ttie hours, in which 
Ihey might work, if they could see, shall be deducted. 
I have bought a great dictionary, and want nothing 
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but latiii Milhon ta fumib me mtb Um ue of M'- 
Had 1 purdnaad then fi^^ I iai hegm at the cj^ 
end. But I cwld not a&inl it. I beieecb j/oa xi' 
nice «y pnidencc- 

w.c. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWKf. 

MY DKAR WltLIAH, 

I THINS with you ttiat Vinny's line b not pure. If 
he knew aa> Authority IJbat would hare jwtified his 
substitution of ajtaitic^e for k substantive, be would 
have done well to have noted it is the marf^. But I 
nm much inclined .to think that be did not P«ets an 
sometiioes exposed to difficulties insurmouDtable by 
lawftd meaii^ w^benae I imagine was originally derived 
that indulgence that allows tbem the use of what is 
called the poetica Hctntia. But that liberty, J 
believe, contents itself with the abbreviation ot [vo- 
traction of a word, or an alteration in tbe quantity of 
a syllable, and never presumes to tresjwss upon gram- 
matical propriety. I have dared to attempt to correct 
ny master, but am not bold enough to say that 
I have succeeded. Neither am I sure that my me- 
mory serves me correctly with Jhe Une tfaat follows ; 
but when 1 recollect the Eogli^, am penuaded that 
it cannot differ mudi from tbe true one. This there- 
fore is my edition of the passage— 

Biaia Bmatori tot twn pemUsa beato. 
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llw preceding lines I have utterly forgotten, and 
un consequently at a loss to know wbelber the dbticli. 
thui managed, wilt connect itself with tbem easily, and 
as it ought. 

We thank you for the drawing of your house. I 
never knew my idea of what I bad uever seen riaem- 
ble the original so much. At some time or other yoa 
have doubtless given me an exact account of it, and I 
have retained the jaithful imptessiou made by your 
descriptiou. It is a comfortable abode, and the tiaie 
I hope will come when I shall enjoy more than tlie 
mere representation of it. 

I have not yet read the last Reviewi but dipping 
into it I accidentally fell upon their account of Hume's 
Essay on Suicide. I am glad that they have hberality 
enough to condemn the licentiousiiesii of an author 
whom they so much admire. I say liberality, for 
there is as much bigotry in the world to that man's 
' errors as there is in tbe hearts of some sectaries to 
their peculiar modes and tenets. He b tbe Pope of 
thousands, asblind and presumptuous as himself. God 
certainly iofttuates thme who will not see- It were 
otherwise iinposnhle, that a m^, naturally ^rewd 
and sensible, and whose understanding has had all 
the advantages of constant exercise and cultivalion, 
could have satisfied him«lf, or have hoped to satisfy 
others with such palpable s6phislry as has not even 
tbe grace of fallacy to recommend it. His silly asser- 
tion that because it would he no sin to divert the 
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coune of tbe Danube, therefore it is dchw to let nut a 
few ounces of blood from an artery, would juati^ not 
suicide only, but honicide alio. For tbe livei of ten 
thouNod men are of lest consequence to their country, 
than the coune of that river to tbe regbns throu^ 
wbich it flowL Population would soon make society 
amends for tlie loss of her ten thousand m^iben, but 
tile lou of the Danube would be felt by aU tbe nil- 
liona that dwell upon its banks, to all generatMMh 
Bol the li& of a turn and the water of a river can 
aerer come klo eompetition with each other in point 
of value, onlees in the eatimatioa of an un[Hiqc^iled 
pktlosoplier. 

Itha^yourfbryoaroflerofchaics. Whenlwant 
I will borrow, Horace is my own. Homer, friUi a 
tUvii, I have had poiscssioD of soiw years, l^iey 
an thepn^wr^of Ur. Jones. A Virgil, tbe proper^ 
of Hr. S->—i — , I bare bad a« long. I am nobody 
IB the aSuT of teoK^ unlos when you are present. 
Yours ever, 
«_». W.C. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 



In those days when Bedlam was opea to the cruel 
GWiosi^ irf holiday raniblen, I have been a visitor 
thcK. Though a boy, 1 was not altogether insensible 
of tbe misery (^ the poor captives, nor destitute of 
feeling fiw then. But the madness of wate of theai 
bid such an haaion^us air, and di^yed itself in so 
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■nojr wkjimkal freaks, that it was impoirible aot to 
traeatertldiied, at the Mme time tbM 1 navngrj with 
mj'sclf for bebg so. A line of Bourne's is very ex- 
pressive of die qwctacle which this world exbibita, 
tngi-comkal ai the incidents of it are, absurd in 
themseives, but terrible in tii«r consequenoei ; 
Sunt rei humaiite flebile Indibrinm. 

Ad instMce of this deplorable merriment hat oocurred 
in tbe coune of last week at Obey, A ftast gavetbC 
oocaBioB t9 a catastrophe tnily sbooking. 

Youis my dear friend, 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. J. NEWTON. 

July «8, ITSfc 
MT DKAB FRIEND, 

I MAT perhaps be short, but am not willing that yoh 
should go to Lymington without first having had a 
line from tne. 1 know that place well, havmg spent 
six weeks there, above twenty years ago. The town 
b neat, and tbe country deUgbtAil. You walk well, 
and will consequently find a part of the coast, called 
Halt-Ctiff, within the reach of ^our ten loe!i. It was 
a bvourite walk of mine; to the beat of my remem- 
brance, about three miles distance from Lymington. 
There you may stand upon the beach, and contem- 
plate the Needle-rock. AI least you might have done 
so twenty years ago. But since that time I think it li 
fallen from its base, imd is drowned, and is no longer 
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a visible object of contemplatifM). I wish you may 
pass your time there h^tpily, as in ell probability you 
will, perinpg nsetully (oo to others, undoubtedly so to 
yoursdf. 

The Bian&eE id which you have beeo previously 
made ac<|uainted with Mr. Gilpin giyes a providnitial 
air to yonr journey, and affords reason to hope, that 
you may be charged with a message to him. I admire 
liim as a biographer. Bat as Mrs. Unwin and I were 
tathiug of faim last night, we could not but wonder 
that a man should see so much excellence in the ltyes> 
and so much glory and beauty in the deaths of the 
martyrs, whom he has recorded, and at the same lime 
disapprove the principles that produced the very con- 
duct he admired. It seems however a step towards 
the (ruth, to a|^^ud the fruits of it; and one cannot 
help thinking that one step more would put him in 
possesion of the trutli itself. By your means may be 
be enabled to take it I 

We are obliged to you for the preference you would 
have given to Olncy, had not providence determined 
your course another way. But as, when we saw you 
last summer, you gave us no reason to expect you this, 
we are the less disappointed. At your age and mine, 
biennial visits have such a gap between them that we 
caniiot promise ouiselves upon those terms very nu- 
merous tiiture interviews. But whether ours are to be 
many or few, you will always be welcome to me, for . 
the sake of the comfortHble days that arc past. In my 
present state of mind my friendship for you indeed is 
as warm as ever. But I feel myself very indifferently 
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qualified to be your: companion. Other days than 
these ii^torious and unprofit^le mwt are pttmiMC^ 
me, and wfaen I tee them, I ghall rejoice. 

1 nw tbe advertisemeut of your adveiKii^'s book.' 
He is liappy at least in tfaii, that, wfaetber be bave 
braim or none, he strikes witii<Hit tbe danger of being 
ttadxa again. He could nU wish to engage in a 
coiitrf>Tersy xifoa easier terms. Tbe other, whose 
puUicalioD U postponed till Christmas, is resdved I 
suppose to do Boinething. Bnt do what be will, be 
cannot prove that you have not.beeo aspersed, or that 
you have not reAited tlie charge ; which uidess he cao 
do, I think he will do little to the purpose. 

Mrs. UnwJD thinka of you, and always widi a grate* 
fol reooUection of yoois, and Mn. Newton's kJodness. 
She has had a nervous fever lately. But I hope she ii 
belter. Tbe weather forbids walking, a prohttatioa 
hurtful to us both. 

We beart^y wish you a gopd journey, and are »Sa> 
tiotuttely yours, . 

W.C. &M.U. 



TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Attutii.ne*. . 

HT DEAB FRIEND, 

I GivK you joy of a journey performed without trou- 
ble ot danger. You have travelled five hundred 
miles widiont having . encmmtered either. Soma 
neighbours of ours, about a fortnight snce, made an 
exeuruon only to a nei^ibouring village, and brought 

\OIm II. ^ 
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hmne with tbem firacttind iIkiUi, and brohoi limbo, 8D(1 
4»e of them is dead. For tny own part, I seem pretty 
much exempted irom tfae dangers oC the road. 
Thanks to that tender inteiut and couccra which the 
legiilatHre takes in my aecurity 1 Havhig no donbt 
tbev fam leit so precious a life should delermine loo 
looii, and i*y some untimely stroke of miiadfnduf^ 
they have made wheels and horses so expansive, that 
I am not likely to owe my death to either, 

Voitf mother and I oontinae to Tint Weston daily, 
and tind in those agreeable bowen such amosement as 
Jeaves us bat little room to r^ret that iM can |o no 
further. Having toudied that theme, I cannot atntaiB 
fton tbe {rfensure of telling yon that our neigfabouts 
in that place, beiag about to leiTe it for some time, 
and meeting us there but a few evenings htton their 
depattuK, entreated us dating dieir abwoce to coo' 
sider the garden, and all its contents, asoor own, and 
to gather whatever we liked, without the least 3cru|de. 
We acrordingly picked strawberries as often as we 
went, and brougfat home as many bundles of honey- 
suckles as served to perfume our dwelling till tbey 
returned. 

Once more, by the aid of Lord Dartmouth, I find 
myself a voyager in the Pacific ocean, lu our last 
ttigkt's lecture we made our acquaiatance with the 
idaod of Hapaee, where we had never been liefbre. 
Tbe French and Italians, it seems, have but little caase 
to irianie Aemselves on acooant of their achievements 
in (be dancing way; and wa may bereaAer, widioill 
much Rpiaing at k, acfcnowladge tbcir mperior% in 
Aat art. Thtj are e^naaed, perhaps cMxUod by 
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wngea. Hoir mniderful, that withoat sny int«f» 
ccaine with a ptAter worid, md bnmgwadB am ^n* 
Saumy in any other luxowfliabmeat, tbej atnuld in 
this hoffovu hrnw nnde tbemaelves such adepts, thtt 
fcr p^kwi^ and grux of motioa Ibey inight even be 
our nuutera. How wonderful too, that with a tub 
anda itick they should be able to produce such bar- 
mony, as pefsrais accnitomed to the sweetest music 
cannot but hear with pleasure. Is it uot very difficult 
to account for the rtrihing difference of character, that 
obt»DS among the inhabitants of these i^lauda 1 Many 
of them are near udghbours to each other. Tbeir 
<^>ponunities of improvement much the same; jiet 
Bomcof them are in a d^tee polite, diseover sympleaa 
of taste, and have a sense of degance; while otheia 
are at rude as we nataraKy expect to find a people 
who have never had any comoinnicalion with the 
nwdiem hemisphere. These volumei fiunish nmck 
matter of jAilosoirfrical qteculation, and often entar- 
tain me even while I am not em[doyed in reading tbem. 
I am sorry you have not been able to nscertam the 
doabtfnl intelligence I have received on the subject of 
cork diirts and bosoms. [ am now every day occupied 
in giving all tbc grace I can to my new production, 
and in trenscribing it I shall soon arrive at die passage 
that censures that folly, which I riiall be toth to ex- 
punge, but which I must not qwre, udess the crimi- 
nals can be convicted. The wortd however is not so 
noprodnctive of subjects of censure, but that it may 
possiUy sup[4y me with some other that may serve me 
aswdl. 

If yon know any body that it writing, or inlendi to 
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write, an ^nc poem on die new regulstiDD oifranAt, 
you may give bim my compUmenti, and tbese two Jines 



Hen qaot amatores nunc torqaet epistotanra 
Veet^ eertum, [Mritantqae grain Franki I 

Yoius feitbiully. 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

Aa^l 16, I7M. 
MT OBAB FRIEND, 

^Had you not exprened a (iesiie to bear irain me be- 
fore you take leave of LymiiigUm, 1 certainly should 
not hive aunvered you m soou. Knowing tbe [riace, 
and the amnaements it affords, I should have bad 
■K»e modesty iban to suppose myself capable of add- 
ing any thing to your present enlertainments worthy 
to lank with them. I am not however totally destitute 
of.sucb pleasures as an inland country may pretend to. 
If my windows do not comoiand a view of the ocean, 
at least they look out upon a protnsioa of mignonette ; 
which, if it be not so grand- an object, is however 
quite as fragrant : and if I have not a hermit in a 
■^otto, I have nevertherless myself in a greenhouse, a 
-kss venerable figure perhaps, but not at all less ani- 
.mated than he : nor are we in this nook altogether 
un&imished with such means of pbilosopbical experi- 
ment and peculation as at present tbe world rings 
with. On Thursday mornii^ last, we sent up a bal- 
tpon from Emberton meadow. Tbrke it rose, and as 
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«ft dcMxadcd, and m thf ereMg it perifffined anotfaBT 
fligkl «t Newport, wiMfe it iMnt mf, mhI cum deim 
M BKMc like tbc anw diKhargoi at the pigeaa m 
the Trajaa gutea, it kiadled ia tbc tar, and wai ooa- 
hidmI » « iM^nt. I bKTC Mit beard wliBt intv- 
imtntion the »ootb»;en have given to the aacn, bM 
dnllwMMteratiUleif theNewtM ihephad progBOi- 
tinte my thing less fnm it tbaa the mott hloody war 
dMt wa* ever waited in Europe. 

I am leading Cook's last voyage, and am mmA 
pleaaed and amuaed with it. it aeenulhatiaioBettf 
the FrieDdly Uea, Ihay exoel so mach in daaong, aad 
perform that •peralian witb Hxh ex^tc ddincy 
and graw, that they are aot NrpoMcd cvoi np«iii our 
EmfMUi Utagea. 01 IhatVeitris had beeB in the 
diip, that be night baife aeoi bamelf outdone hj • 
avagc. Tbe pap* Jadaed teUi as that the queen of 
Fnuce has clapped this king of capers up in prison, for 
dediniDg to dance befow her, bo a pretence of sick- 
ness, when io foct he was in perfect health. If this be 
true, perhaps he may by this lime be prepared to 
KGODd suuh a wish as mine, and to think that the du- 
rance he Bu&ra would be well exchanged for a dance 
at Anamooka. I aboukt however m UHIb base m- 
peeled to hear that these islanders had mtii umswb- 
raate AiH ia an art, that requires m modi laite in the 
condurt of the person, ra that they w»e good BMtfa»- 
malicians and asttonomers. Deftctive a* Ibey an 
n every branch of knowledge, and in ewry othar 
species of refeiement, A seems wonderfal l^at th««f 
should arrive at such 7»erfection in Ibe ^iaece, whiA 
SOTK of our Eiigfiih genllemeo, wift ailhe aisiMance 
F 2 
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of FreDdi instraction; find it hnpoiaible h> Jearu. : W« 
must coDclade dierefote that paiticul&r natioiu Inve a 
gniiiu for partkokr fesU, and that our oeighbouis in 
Fniice,'and our frirads in the Soutfa-sea, have minds 
*ery nearly akin, though tliey.iDhabit countnes so 
my remote from each other. 

Mrs. Unwin remembers to have been in company 
tnlh Mr. Gilpm at her brotWi. She thoi^t faim 
WTj sensible and polite, and conwquentl; vei; 
^reeaUe. ' . 

We are traly glad that Mrs. Newton and yoniself 
are so weL, and that there is reason to hope that EXa 
is better. Yon will leam from. this letter that we are 
so, and that for my own-part I amnol quite so low in 
■pirib as at some times. Learn too, what you knew 
before, that we love you all, and that I am 
Your a^liooate friend, 

W. C. 

TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

: War, Sq<- U, ITOi. 
.MY DEAR PBIEND, 

VouJiBve my thanks for the inquiries you have made. 
Deqiairing however of meeting with such confirma- 
tion of diat tnew mode, as would warrant a general 
stn<lure, I had, before tlie receipt of your. last, dis- 
carded ihe passage in which I bad censured it, I ant 
proceeding in my transoipt with all possible dispatch, 
having nearly finished the fourth book, and hcqiing. 
by the, end of the month, to have completed the work. 
When finished, d»t no time may be lost, I purpose 
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taking the fint opportunity to traiumit it to Lemen- 
street ; but must beg that you will give me in yoat 
DCKt an exact diiectioa, tfaat it- may proceed to the 
marie without any hazard of a niscunage. A aecond 
traiMdript<rfit would be a laboiv I shouldvery rduc 
tantly undertake ; fur though I have kept c(^>ieB of all 
Mk material atterations, there are many minudtt of 
which I have made ntme : it is besides davi«h wotk^ 
and of all occupatioOB tfaat which I ditUke the moit. 
I know that you will lose no time in reading it, butl 
nust beg you likewise to lose none in conveying it to 
Johnson, that if he chooses to print it, it may go to 
die press immediately ; if not, that it may be o%ied 
directly to your friend Longman, or any other. Not 
-thM I doubt Johnson's Bechance of it, for be will 
find it more ad eaptum populi than the former. 1 
hare not numbered the lines, except of the four first 
books, which amount to three thousand two hundred 
and serenty-six. I imagine therefore that the whole 
Gontans about five thouwud. I mention thb circuo^ 
stance now, because it may save him some trouble in 
ostmg die Mie of the book, and I might pos»Uy for* 
get it in another letter. 

About a fortnight since, we had a visit from Mr. 
, whom I had not seen many years. He intro- 
dttced himself to us very politely, wilh many thanks oa 
his own part, and on the part of bis family, for the 
amusenMnt which my book had horded (bem. He 
tnid be was sure that it must make its way, and hoped 

that I had not laid down the pen. I only told hhn io 
•general tenm, that the use of the pen. was necessary (0 
vy well bcitig, but gave bun no hint of this.last pn^ 
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dncdM. H« aud thM oae p iniga in partioDkir hid 

afctqlutel^ rfectlified him, mcMiiig the desaiptioa of 
Hk BiTton id TiMe lUk. He •eened mderd t» 
enit some spkrics wfan be moMiaMd it. I wta gM 
to lmv« tint pictare Motioed b; a mm of « vnlMvitid 
ntDd, because I had always tImiBfat well of it myMHt 
tod had never heard it diilit^nuAed befme. Aware 
yowself, ny W31nn, thtit tliDogb I woatd not write 
that (neiy on the subject of me or mine Cn any bat 
youraelf, Ibe f^asure I have in dong it is a most ii^ 
nooent oae, and partakes not in Itie least de|;n^ m 
fiir as mj conseieiKe » to foe ciedJted, of that vtmly 
vith which authors are in general so justly ebai^»- 
able. Whatever I do, I confess that I most sincerely 
wish to do it well, and when I have retnoo to hope 
that 1 hare sncoeeded, sat pleased in<teed, but not 
proud ; for He, who has j^ced every thing cnftof Ibe 
reach of man, except what be freely gives hi^i fatt 
made it impossible ttw a reAecting mind, thai knovn 
tfats, to mdulge so ailty a pRsnon for a moment 

Yoers, ■■ 

- W.C. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

Brp'n.lTSt. 
MY DEAK FBIEND, 

I KAVB never seen Doctor Cfttton's book, ooaammfi 
which yonr sisters qnestion me, nor did I hnow, till 
yoB nwMioiied it, that he had written any (Id^ newer 
than Us VisiMM. I have no doubt that it is so te 
wwthy of hin, as to be |Hotu and sensible, and I b«r 
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liere no man Irving is better tgualtfied to write on aodi 
mibjectsas his title Hems to aunoance. ' Some yean 
have passed since I heard ftomhiia, and consideing 
hb'great a^,it is probtible tfaatl shall bear from him 
1)0 more ; but I shall always respect faim. He b truly 
a philosopher, according to my judgment of the cha- 
racter, evei^ dltle of his knowledge in natural sotgecti 
b^og^otmected in his mind with the tirm bdief of an 
OBmipotent agent. 

Your*; &c. 

w. a 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

■ ' Stpi la, rm. - 

. MY DBAS ntlEND, 

FOLLOWINO your food esainple, I lay before me a 
'sheetof my lai^est :paper.> It was this mojncnt lair 
-tutd mUemished, but I have begun to blot it, and 
'haT)iig'begun,ain not lately to cease till I have spoiled 
it. I have sent you many a sheet that in my judg- 
nMDl of it has been very unworthy of your accept- 
aaoe.but mycoosclEDce was msome measure satisfied 
by reflecting, tliat if it were good for nothing, at the 
Hune time it cost you .uodiing, except the trouble of 
readmg it. But the case is altered now. You must 
pay a splid pace for fratfay matter, and though I do 
not abidutely pick your pocket, yet you lose your 
mon^, and, as the saying is,.are never the wiser. 

Hy green-bouse, b never, so pleasant as when we 
ue.' just iqion . the point of being turned out of it. 
Xheigmtleoess of the autumnal snna, and the qalm- 
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IMK «f diis.tatter mwmi, make it a raucfa more «piea- 
■bk TOtmt than we eror &id it ia tbc aumiBer ; vibm, 
AewiiMU being geiif7aUyl»ii(k,«fl caoDot ctxri it hf 
admiuing a lufficieat qmatitj of air, witkoat boB^M 
the same time incomModed byit. BMmonlutwiUt 
. all the wintimn wd tbe door wide opeD..«BdaM iw- 
l^ed witli tbe ataat af evctjfltwcr, in a guden as 
Aillof floirers aa I liave bnowD bow to ank&it W« ' 
l^eepnobees, butifl lived In a hiTe I ilwuld iHudlj 
iiear roore of tbev nuiic^ All tbe bees ia tbe neigfa- 
bwiirbood resort to a bed of m^poonette, oppoiite to 
tbe window, and pay me for the honey tbey get oat 
of it by a hum, which, thongh rather noaotonoiu, is 
a> agreeaUe to my ear as the whistlbg of my tiimets. 
Ail tbe loaiids that nature utters are delightiiil, at 
least in this country. I should not pwh^ tiadthe 
roarii^ of lions in A&ica, or o£ bean jti. Rnitia,' rery 
ideanng; but I baow no beast io fiogland >wboM 
voice I do not aoconnt niBital, mm and eu:tyt si- 
ways tbe braying of an ass. The sites of ail our 
birds and fiowU please me, wilboat one noeption. I 
*Duid not indeed Ifaiak (rf keepii^ a gooie in a B«gc 
that I onght hang bin up in the paiiour fm tbe take 
of bis melody, hut a goose upon a conuuoa, or in a 
Arm yard, is no bad perfomer; and as to imccIb, if 
Ibe btatl beetle, aod beetles indeed of all hues, wiU 
fceep out ofay way, I have no dgection to any of the 
i«st; on the contraiy, in whatever fay dieysmg. from 
tbe gnWa fine treble, to tbe bass of the hmbJe bee. I 
admire lh«n all. Seriously howewr it «rikes ae as 
a very observable instanoe of provideDtKl lundMs to 
man, that such an exact aeeord lias been cotttrired 
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belween his ear, and tbe sounds with wbicfa, at least in 
a rural situation, it is almost every momexit visited. 
All the world is geasible of the uncomfortable eSect 
that certain sounds have upon tbe nerves, and conse- 
quoitly upon the spirits — And if a sinftil world had 
been filled wkh such as would have curdled tbe bitod, 
and have made tbe sense of bearing a perpetnal io- 
coDvenience, I do not know that we should have had 
B right to complam. But now the fields, tbe woods, 
tbe gardens, hav« each their concert, and the ear of 
man is for ever reg;alcd by creatures who seem only 
to ftlease themselves. Even the cars that are deaf to 
the Gospel are continually entertaiaed, thouf h with- 
out knowing it, by sounda ft>r which tbey are solely itt- 
debted to its nitbor. Utere is somewhere ki mfinite 
^ce a woild that does not roll within the precincts 
of oMTcy, and as it is reasonable, and e*ai scripturat, 
tosoptiose that there Is music in Heaven, in Aose 
dismal regions perhaps tbe reverse of it is found; 
tones so dismal, as to make wo itself more insupport- 
able, and to acuminate even despair. But my paper 
adiDOnisbes me in good lime to' draw the reins, and 
to diedt the descent of my ftney into deCps, wiA 
whtdi she is bat too fitodiar. 

Oiir best love attends you both. 

Yours, 

w.c: 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

HY DSAB WILLIAM, 

A POET can but ill ^ue time for proK. The trutb 
it, I am in baste to fiovta my traiwaqM, that you may 
receive it time eoough to give it a leiniiely reading 
before you go to town ; wliich whether I sball be able 
to accomplish, is at present uncertain. I have the 
whole pUDClDation to settle, which in blank verse is of 
the last importance, and of a specks peculiar to that 
composition j for I know . no use of points, unless to 
dhvct the voice, the management of which, in the 
reading of blank verse, being more difficult than in the 
reading of any other poetry, requires perpetual hinta 
and notices, to r^ulate the inflectioiis, cadences, and 
pauses. This however is an aflau* that in ^te of 
gnmmartans must be left pKtty much ad libitum 
teriptcrii. For I su)^>ose every author points ac- 
cording to his own r^ing. If 1 can send the parcel 
to the waggon by one o'clock next Wednesday, you 
will have it on Saturday the ninth. But this is more 
than I expect. Perhaps I shall not be able to dispatch 
it till the eleventh, in which case it will not reacli yon 
till the thirteenth. I rather think, that the latter of 
these two periods wiU obtain, because, besides the 
punctuation, I have the argument of each book to 
transcribe. Add to this, that in writing for the printer, 
I am forced to write my best, which makes slow work. 
Tbe motto of tbe whole is — Fit turculut arbor. If 
you can put the author's name under it, do so — if nol» 
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it must go without 6ne. For I know not to wbom to 
ascribe it. It was a motto takeo by a certain prince 
of Orange, in tbe year 1733, but not to a poem of 
bis own writing, or indeed to anjr poem at all, but, as 
I ihiok, to a medal. 

Mr. ' is a Cornish member; but for what 

place io Cornwall 1 know not. All I know of him ia, 
that I saw him 'once clap bis two hands upon a rail, 
meaning to leap over it. But be did not think the 
attempt a safe one, and therefore took them off again. 
He was in company with Mr. Throckmorton. With 
that gentleman we drank chocolate, since 1 wrote 
last. Tbe occasion of our visit was, as usual, a bal- 
loon. Your mother invited her, and I him, and they 
promised to return the vHit, but have not yet pa- 
fermed. Tout le mtmde »e trouvoil Id, as you may 

suppose, among the rest, Mrs. W . She was 

driven to the door by her son, Vboy of seventeen, in 
a phaeton, drawn by four horses from UllipuL This 
is an ambiguous expression, and should what I write 
now be legible a thousand years hence, might puzzle 
commentators. Be it known therefore to the Al- 
dusses and the Stevenses of ages yet to come, that I 
do hot mean to affirm that Mrs. W^^ herself came 
from Lilliput that moraiog, or indeed that she was 
ever there, but merely to describe the hones, as being 
BO diminutive, that they might be, with propriety, 
said to be Ijlliputian. 

Tlie privily of franUng haviag been so cropped, 
I know not m what manner I and my bookseller are 
to settle t&e conveyance of proof sheets hither, and 
back again. They must travel I imagine by coach, a 

VOL. II. o 
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brge quutity of them at ■ time; for, like other au- 
Ibon, I find myidi under a poetical Decestitj of 
iiebg fru^. 
We love jouhU, jointijf, bsd tqMralely, aa luual. 

w.a 

I have not seen, nor shall sec, the Dissenter's an- 
swer to Mr. Newton, unless you can furnish me with 
it. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

Oil. 9, ITSI. 
MY DEAB FRIEND, 

Thb pains you have taken to disengage our corres- 
pondence from the espeuse with which it was ttireat- 
ened, convbcing me that my letters, tnvial as tbey 
are, are jet acceptable to yon, encourage me to obr 
serve my usual punctuality. Ton complain of no- 
connecled tbon^ts. 1 believe there is not a head io 
the world bnt might utter the same complaint, and 
Ibat all would do so, were they ail as attentive tQ 
tbeir own vagaries, and as honest as yours. The de- 
iGiiption of your meditatioos at least suits mine ; per- 
haps I can go a step beyond you, upon tbe same 
ground, and assert with the strictest truth that I not 
only do not think with connexion, but that I fre- 
quently do not think at all. I am much miitakea if 
I do not often catch myself nB[qring in this way ; for 
vbeo I ask myself what was the last idea (as the 
Bshen at Westminster ask an idle boy what was the 
last word),! am not able to answer, but, like the boy 
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in quettidn, nra obliged to sUn and uy notUng. 
Thit nay be a very nnphilosophioiil sceount irf mj- 
•elf, and may elash very much with the getieral' opi- 
niiHi of tbe learned, that the soul being an active 
prnctfde, and hei activity consistiDg in thoaght, she 
must consequently always think. But pardon ne, 
messfeun let philosoplies, there are uMm^rfs, when 
if I thinlE at all, I am utterly uaconscious of doing so, 
and the thfHight, and the consciousnefs of it, seem to 
me at least, who am no philosc^er, to be inseparable 
from each other. Periiaps however we may both be 
right ; and if you will grant me that I do not alwayt 
think, I will in refuni oonoede to you the activity you 
contend for, and will qualify the di&reuce between 
us by soppoung (bat though the sonl be in her»df an 
active principle, the mfluence of her pmeat union 
with a princjj>le that is not such, makes liet often dor- 
mant, suspends her operations, and afiieela her with a 
aort of deliquiufli, in which she snffen a temporary 
loss of all her fimcrions. I have reiated to you ay 
experience truly, and wkhout di^iw; you must 
therefore «lher admit my assertion, that the lonl doet 
not necessarily always act, or deny that mine is an 
human soul : a negative that I am sure you will not 
easily prove. So muefa for a dispute whidi I little 
thought of being cogged in to-day. 

lut night I bad a letter trora I^ord Dartmouth. 
It waa to ai^rise me of the safe arrival of Cook's 
last voyage, which he wm so kind as to lend me, in 
Saint James's square. 1%e reading of those vtdumes 
afibrded me much amusement, and I tx^ some in> 
atmction, No observation however forced iMlf npoa 

_.. .Cookie 



64i cowfbk's lbttsbs. 174. 

me with more violence than one, that I could oot bdp 
maidng on the death of Captaia Cook. God is ^ 
jealous God, and at Owh^bee the poor men was coo- 
tmt to-be worshiped. From tlut momeqt, th^ re- 
markable iaterpositioa of Providence in his favour was 
converted into an opposilioD, that thwarted all bis 
purposes. He left the scene of hij deification, twt 
was driven back to it by a most violent storm, in 
wbicb be sofiered more than in any that had pre- 
ceded it. When he departed he left his wwshim>era 
■mi inlatualed with an idea of his godihip, co«se- 
quenlly well disposed to serve him. At hb return he 
found them sullen, dbtrustful, :aud mysterious. A 
trifling theft was committed, which, by a blonder of 
his own in. pursuing the thief after the propeily had 
been, restored, was magniSed to an a^ir of the last 
importance. One of their fovourite cbieft was killed 
too by a blnnder. Nothing, in short, but blunder 
and mistake attended him, till he feU breathless into 
the water, and tben all was smooth again. 'Hie world 
indeed will not take notice, oi see, that the diqiensa- 
tion bore evident marks of divine displeasure, j but a 
mHHl I thmk in any degree spiritual cannot overlotA 
them. We know from truth itself, that the death of 
Herod was for a similar offence. But Herod was in 
no sense a believer in God, nor had eiyoyed half the 
t^portnnities with which our poor countryman had 
been favoured. It may be urged perhaps that he was 
in jest, that he meant nothing but his own amuseatent, 
and that of his companions. I doubt it. He knows 
little of the heart, who does not know that even in a 
sensible man it is flattered by every species of exalla- 
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tioa. Sut ba it 1^ tlwt be ms in iport— it «» not 
bniDHie, to ny no vone of it, to spmt with the i^io- 
zsBcc «f hit frieads, to iimr^ thair Msifilkity, toho- 
■o«r Hid acqnieRe in thdr btiad eradolitf . Bnidas, 
tfaoogli a ilack or staot laa j be wonlupped blaiMeks, 
a bajrtiKd Ann nej not. H« kiKnn whit be 4mi, 
and b; suflering such htMioure to be paid him, iMcun 
tbegwhofMctdcfe*. 

Wc we glad that you »e aa faapfiy at 3>o<r dmrnk, 
io your society, and in all yovr eeonexiont. I have 
not kft Biyaelf rooB to My any thing of the love we 
'ftelfor yam. 

Toon, ny deai fnmi, 
__^^ W.C, 

TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

oo. H, tnt, . 
HTDBAB WILLtAU, 
I lENDyoa fonrqiiiresofverM, wluch haniSMBt, I 
ibid dimnlis fron ny thought^ and thiidt no nore of, 

• HsT^ otjoycd, in tke j«ar 17Tt, Ctie plMmn of cMf 
veningwith thii iUoitrioot Karatn, on board hi* om •bifS 
theReiDlotioii, I cumot paaa the proent letter without obi- 
ttat^of, that I Mil penoaded m; finand Cowper ntteri; mit- 
■pprchnrfed the bdunonr of Ciptain Cook, io tfae dhit 
ahuled M. Fnm the HMe p«r««Bal MqaaMance, which I 
had nyMtf with ttw haiane md Uu^ ChriMu aangalor, 
and from tte whola tenor of hit life, I cannot beUere il yawh 
ble for him to have acted, nnder an; circDOMtancet, witfaanch 
impiotu arrogance, as night appear affenuTe in the eyei of 
Qie Abnigbty. 

02 
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lill 1 we them in print I iimve not aAer all found 
-time or industt^ oiough, to gire the last hand to the 
poiDts. I believe however they are not very erroneoiu^ 
though in so lc«g a wwk,'aiid in a wott that requires 
jiice^r in thb paiticuiar, gome inaccuracies will escape. 
.Where you find any, you will oblige me by coirectiDg 
tiiem. 

In some passages, especially in the second book, you 
will observe me very satirical. Writing on such sub- 
jects I could not be otherwise. I can write nothing 
without aiming at least at usefulness. . It were btseath 
my years to do it, and still more dishonourable to my 
ndigion. I know that a reformation of such abuses as 
I bave censured is not to be expected from the eferts 
ofapoeti but to contemplate tiM world, its fdlies, its 
vices, its iadifierence to duty, and its strenuous attach- 
ment to what is evil, and not to reprehend, were to ap- 
prove it. From this charge at least 1 diall be clear, 
for I have neither tacitly nor expressly flattered either 
its chatacters, or its costoms. I bave paid onci and 
only one compliment, which was 10 justly due, that I 
did not know how to withhold it, e^>eciatly having so 
lair an occasion (I forget myself, there is another in the 
tint book to Mr. Tfarockmorton,) but the com^diment 

1 mean b to Mr. . It is however so managed, 

that nobody but himself can make the application, and 
you, to whom 1 disclose the secret ; a delicacy on my 
part, wUch so mnch delicacy on his obliged me to tin 
observance of I 

What there is of a religious cast m the volume I 
have -thrown towards the end of it, for tvro reasons — 
first, that I m^ht not revolt tbe reader at his entrance 
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— and KGondly, that m; best imprenioiH might be 
made last. Were I to write as many volumes as Lopes 
de V«^, or Voltaite, not oneof them wouM be with- 
oat this tioctare. If the world like it not, >o inudi 
the worse for them. I make aH the etmceuioiis I cao, 
that I may ploue tbem, but I will not please them at 
the expedse of mycoDscience. 

Hydescnj^tiotaareAltiromnatnre, Notinicc^tbaB 
second-handed. My delineatwnsof theheaitare from 
my own experience. Not one of tbem bonowed from 
books, or in the least degree coigecturaL In mynuin. 
bers, vf hich I have varied as math as I cmild (for hlaiA 
verse withont- variety of numben is no better than 
bladder and string) I have imUated nobody, tfaou^ 
(ometimes pertapi there may be an apparent reaen- 
blanoe; became at the same time that I would not 
utitate, I have- not 'aftctedly dillered. 

If the woik camiot boast, a rqiular |dao, (in which 
reif>ect however I do not thn^ it altogether indefensi- 
ble) it may yet boast, that the leflections are naturally 
suggested always by the {ueceding passage, and that 
eie^ the fifth bwA, wiAdi a rather of a political 
aspect, the wbok has one tendency ; to diMoimte- 
nanee the modem enthusiasm after a London life, and 
to recommend rural ease and leisure, as friendly to 
the cause of piety and virtue. 

If it pleases you I shall be happy, and collect from 
yam [dcasure in it an omen of its general acceptance. 

Yours, my dear friend, 

W.C, 
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TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

OM. SO, ITM. . 
Ur DBAK WILLIAM, 
YoTJR letter baa nlieved loe ttom mkbc anxiety, an^ 
given me a good deal of poailive pleunre. I hav^ 
feith in yotii judgnMol, and an implidt conlideiicc in 
tbc ameerit; of ^oor ap(«obation. The writing of ao 
loi^ a poen is a lerious busiDen; and tlie author 
mnst know little of hia own heart, who doei not in 
■onie flegree suipect hiaself of partiahty to his own 
production; and who b be that would not be morti- 
fied by the diHovcry, that he had written five thou- 
sand Kncfl in vain f "Tbt poem however which you have 
in hand will urt of itsdf make a volume so laige a> the 
last, or M a bookidler would wiA. 1 say thi^ 
becauM when I bad sent Johnaon five thoutand verses, 
be applied for a thousand more. Two yean ance, I 
began a piece «4iicb grew to the lengA of two hun- 
dred, and there stopped. 1 faave lately reswaed il, 
md (1 b<4ieve) shall finisb it But the subject is fruit. 
M, and will not be conpiiied in a smalltr camyuss 
than seven or eight hnndred verses. It tainu ob the 
question, whether an education at school or at bcHse 
be preferable, and I shall give the preference 1« tbf 
latter. I mean that it shall punue the track of the 
former. That it to say, that it shall visit Stock 
in its way to publication. My design also is to 
inscribe it to you. But yon must see it first ; and if, 
after having seen it, you should have any objection, 
though it should be no bigger than the tittle of an ^ I 
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will deay myself that ideasure, aad find no bnlt with 
your reAisai I have not been without thougbu of 
addh^ John Oi^iin at the tail of all. He has made a 
good deal of noise in the world, and perfa^w it may, 
not be amiu to ibow, that though I write genially 
with a terions intenliofl, IknowhowtobepccasioaaUy 
meiry. The Critical Reviewers charged me with an 
attempt at humour. John having been more cele- 
bnted upon the score, of humour thou most pieoea 
that have appeared in modem <Jay3< may serve to exo- 
nerate me from the imputation ; but in ibis article I 
aa entirely under your judgnieot, and mean to be set - 
do<ra by iL All these together will make an octavo 
like the last. I should have told you, that the piece 
which now empl^s me, is in rfayuie. I do not intend 
to write any more blank, It is more difficult than 
rhyme, and not so amusing in the composition. I^ 
when you make the offer. of my book to Johnson, he 
should stroke his chin, and look up to the ceiling and 
C17 — " Humph !" — aoticipate him (I beseech you) at 
once, by saying — " that you know I should be sorry 
that be should undertake for me to hii own disadvan- 
tage, or that my volume should be in any degree ' 
jHressed upon him. I make him the odfer merely be- 
cause I think he would have reason to complain of me, 
if I did not." — But that punctilio once satisfied, it is a 
matter of indifference to me what publisher sends me 
forth. If LoDgman should have difficulties, which is 
the more probable, as I understand from you that he 
does not in these cases see with his own eyes,. hut will 
consult a brother poet, lake no pains to conquer tbeni. 
The idea of being bawked about, and e^iecially of 
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joor bmg tbe Imwkei', ij inanpportable. Niehob (( 
bave beard) is the moK leemeci printer of tb« pteNnt 
^y. He may be a man of brate as well *9 lenraing ; 
ami I suppose that you wmdd net want a gtntlanAa 
luber to introrfnee you. He prints tbe Gentlenian's 
Magazine, and may serve us, if tbe otben should de- 
cline; if not, give yoarself no forther trouble about 
tbe matter. I may poatibly envy autiiors, who can 
afford to pnUish at tbeir om expense, and in IfaiU 
case sfaoold write no more. But the moftificatioa 
would not break my heart. 

I proceed to your correcliotu, for ntiidi I most nn- 
affectedly thank you, adrertiiig to then n their ordo*. 

Page 140.— Thith generally, without the arttele 
the, wonid not be sufficiently defined. There are many 
sorts of trath, (Ailasophiinl, mathematical, mor«l, 
&c. i and a reader, not much accustomed to hear of 
religious or scrqitural truth, m^t possibly, and in- 
deed easily doubt what truth was particularly inletid- 
ed. I acknowledge that grace, in my use of the word, 
does not often occur in poetry. So neither does the 
subject which I handle. Every sulyect has its own 
terms, and religious oues take theirs with most pro- 
priety from the scripture. Hence I take tbe word 
ffrace. The sarcastic use of it in the mouths of infi- 
dels 1 admit, but not their authority to proscribe it, 
especbtty as God's fiivour in the abstiwt has no 
other word, in all our language, by which it can be 
expressed. 

Page ISO. — Imprm the ndnd faintly, or not at 
all. — I prefer this line, because of the interrupted run 
ofit, baring always observed that a little unerenness 
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of thia aortf io « long work, has a good efieot, ued, I 
mnui, ^taringly, ■■d with discKtkm. 

Pa^ laz.^'HiM ihould hsve beta mi«4 fint, bM 
mu oittrlooktd. Be |rfeaaed to dter ht roe thm, 
with the difoenoe of only one word fiftim tbc altera- 
tioa propoaed by you— 

We too are frienib to rojralty. We love 

The king who loves tbe law, reipecti hii boDudi, 

Aod reign* centeol witbln Uietn. 

You obaerrcd probably, in youi tecond reading, 
that I allow the life of an animal to be fairly taken 
away, when it mterfetn other with the interest or coii- 
venience of man. Consequently snaib, and all reptilei 
that spoil our crops, either of fniit or griun, may be 
destroyed, if we can catch them. It gives nie lea] 
pleasure, that Mrs. Unwin so rtadily undentood ine. 
Blank Terse, by the unusual arratigenient of tbe wordf, 
and by tbe frMjuent infijsioa of one line into anotbert 
not leu than by the styk, which requires a kbd of tragi- 
cal magnificence, caimot be chargeable with much ob- 
scuri^, must rather be singularly penfucuous, to be m 
easily comprehended. It is my labour, and my prin- 
dpal one, to be as clear as positible. You do not mi*- 
t)^ nw, when you su^xise that I have great respect 
for the virtue that flias teroptation- It b that sort of 
{nrowess which the whole train of scripture calls us Ut 
munitiH^, when assailed by sensual evil. Interior ima- 
chieft nn4 be gr^ipled with. There is no flight from 
them. But solidlatious to sin, that address themselves 
to our bodily senses, are, I beheve, seldom conquered 
in any otfaer way. 
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I can eauly >ee Ibot 70U may have vny reuoDBUfe 
objections to my dedicatory proposal. Yoti are a 
desman, and I have baogeti your order. Yon are 
a child of alma mater, and I have baaged ber too. 
-Lay 'yourself tberefore onder no constraintR that I do 
not lay you under, but consider yourself as perfectly 
free. 

Witli onr best love to you all, 1 bid. you heartily 
fiirewelL I am tired of this endless Kiibblemenl. 
Adieu 1 

Yonrs, 

W. C. 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

HY VKAH FBISnO, 

I ACCEDE mmt readily to the justness ofyonr remark 
on the subject of the truly Roman heroism of the 
Sandtrich islaulers. Proo& of such prowess I believe 
are seldom exhibited by a people who bare attained 
to a high degree of. civilization. RefinemeDt and pro- 
fligacy of principle are too nearly allied, la- admit of 
any tiling so noble ; and I question whether any in- 
stances of faithtiil friendship, like that which so much 
afiected you in the behaviour of the pool savage, vrere 
produced even by the Komans themselves, in the 
htter days of the empire. They had been a nation 
whose virtues it is impossible not to wonder at. Bat 
Greece, which was to them, what France is to us, a 
Pandora's box of mischief, reduced them to her own 
■landard, and they naturally soon sunk still lower. 
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BTligiim in this com Meawptettji nnch out af'd>e> 
qwesUon. Tatbe pfoduetiiMitrfsuch baraan, imda* 
baucbeil native hndf is tquL Wfaea Ilai; wu t, 
had of benws, aim knew no aore of the true God 
thin btw cieiiWod and hv fidAen know dow; aad iu' 
dce^ it KMH a iB«Uer of ia^etnoce, weather t laan 
be born undei: a truth which does not kdvnMe hinv 
or under the flcttwl. iriiiinniM a£ a lie; or 'if there be 
an J difievencr belweem the two auta, it seenu to be 
rather in favour of the latter: for a false persuasioni 
such as the Mahometan for instance, may animate the 
courage, and furnish motives for the conteiapt of 
deatb, while despisent of the tme religion are puuisbed 
for their folly by being abandoned to the last de- 
grees of depravity. Accordingly we see a Sandwich 
islander aaerificbg hinuclf to hit dead friend, and our 
Christian seamen and mariners, inUcad of being im- 
preMtd by aaeuM W Us gciwrotiljr, butchering bin 
with speiBeveriagcrHclly that will dispfrace tbe« Iqe 
ever: for he was a deteDceless. utreaisluig cMray* 
wbo meaal MtbiBg Mor* than to grriify his love Cm 
tihe da«BS«d. fo slay tnm m sucli circunatatioes M» 
!• auKter hiuT and with every aggrwatioD of tfae 
cTBae that caa be imi^ed. 

1 am a^Mi xt Joloawi^s, im the ibape of a poem m. 
Manb vose, couiOiDg of six boi^, and caUtd the 
IWk. 1 b^an it about this tiaae twdvencmth, md 
mtais iiiiiiripis an hour in a day, soaietiuMs half 
a one, mid sometinies two houn, have lat^ finish- 
ed it. I nptnlioned it not sooner, because alnoM 
to the last 1 was dottbtful whether I should ever brii^ 
it to a coaelusi<Hi, woitog often in such distress of 

VOL. II. H 
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tnind, ai, while it ^Niired ne to the woA, at Ibe nne 
time thmtened to diaqmlify me for it. My bodi- 
BeUer I nippoee will be u larily ta befwe. 1 do not 
expect to be bonr into the world till &e month of 
Marcb, when 1 and the (Tocnnei diall peq) togMber. 
You may auure jonnelf that I ahaH trite my fint 
0|q>ortonitj to wait on yen. I mean lilKWiK to |^- 
tii^ myself by obtruding my muse upon Mr. Bnera. 
Adieu, ny dear Aieod 1 we are well, and love yo«. 

Youn and Hn. Newton's, 

W.C 



TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

Not. 1, ITS*. 
HY DBAB FRIBHD, 

Webb I lo delay my aiuwer, I mmt yet write witboof 
a ftank at last, and may as well tberefore write without 
one now, espedaily feeling, as I do, a desire to Hank 
^u for your ftieudly offices so wdl performed. Iwn 
glad for yonr sake, u well as for my own, that yon 
succeeded m the first inatanee, and that the first Irou: 
ble proved the lasL I am wilting too to consider 
Johnon's readmeii to accept a second toIudk of mine, 
as an argument that at lesst be was no loser by the 
fbnner. I collect twotn it some leaaooable hope that 
the volune in question may not wrong bin neilber. 
Hy iau^jnaltoD tells me (for I know yon intcfcst 
yonnelf m the success of my prodiKtiaas) that jroor 
heart fluHet«d when you approacbed Johnson's door, 
mkI that it felt itself disch^^ of a boitfaoi when 
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jrou cwne out again. Yon did well to nwation it at 

tibeT h; tbey will Dowknow that you db not 

IwetcBd a thare in my confidence, whatever be the 
nine of it, greater tiuui yoa actually poneis. I wrote 
to Hr. Newton b; the laat pott, to tell hun that I wai . 
gmie to tke pren again. He will be surpriied, and 
perhaps not pleated. But I think be cannot com- 
pUtn, for be keepa his own authorly Mcrets without 
particqnting them with me. I do aot think myielf 
in the leait itgured by hii reserve ; oeitber should I, 
if be were to publish a whole library without fovour- 
ing me with any previous notice of his intentions. In 
these cases it is no vioiation of the laws of friendship 
not to coHunuiicate, though there must he a fricnd- 
sh^ where the coamuakation is made. But many 
reasons nay c^mcur in disposing a writer to keep his 
work secret, and none of tbemiqiurious to his friendt. 
The mflocBoe otoat I haw fidt myself, fi>r which none 
o( them wottU Mame me — I mean the desm oi snr* 
fomg ^raaably. And if I have denied myself this 
lileHure in your instance, it was only to give myself 
a^reater, by eradicating from your mind any little 
weeds of m^Ncion, that might >tiU remain in it, 
tiiat any man linng is nearer to me than yourself. 
Had not this consideration forced up the lid of 
my stnoi^ box like a lever, it would hB«e kept 
its contents with an invisible closeness to the last; 
and the first news that either you or any of my 
friends would have heard of the Task, they would 
have received from the public p^wrs. But you 
know now, that neither as a poet, nor as a man, do I , 
give to any man a precedence in my estimation at your 
cspfDae. 

•_.. .Google 
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I an procKding with my mw worii {«hidi tt pse* 
sent I feel njwlf mncfa indiMd !• eall by the ntmeof 
UrociniiiBi^MAututbeMaflepemitB. Itbainarit- 
cd Ae lei^tli of Mwen hDiidrad Hoes, and irin ftMhs- 
bly receive aa addition of twaor tliKe ianindvKae. 
When yon see Mr. —— perhaps yoH will >ot fiad it 
difficult to piocuFC from bin b^ r doscn Aanka, 
ttddnned to younelf, uid dated Ibe fiftecntfa of De- 
cendMr, in wbicb caie, Ib^ mil bU go to the port 
filled with By laodwalwtii, on the cveoing «f tfaat 
di^. 1 do not iKHne bd cailieT, becniK I hXe te be 
fauiTMd; and Jobmon cuoot want it Moncr thpn, 
thuR msBBged, it will reach him. 

I am aot sonr that John GlIpJB, the«gh hitkeito 
he has been iwAiody^ «faild, i* likely to be owned at 
last. H«« and there I can give bim -a to«ch that I 
think will meiid him, ^k hmguage b lome place* not 
beii^ quite to tfiaiat aai <dd-fiufaioned ei it Aoidd 
be ; and in <Mie of the etmina there u ■ Mae fbyme. 
Wfam I have Ihtu |^tcb the ioiahiiie ttrefce to laa 
^re, I ineui to gnoe bim wM two notlo*, a <hedc 
and a Latin one, wlucb, when AeWOTMthall Melhat 
Ifaare only a little one <rf three words to the voIubc 
itself, and none to the books of which it consists, Ibey 
will perhaps imdetsland as a abfcture upmi tbet pomp- 
ous di^Iay of literature, witli which some anthen 
take occadtm to crowd tbeir tittea. Knos, hi particu- 
lar, who is a sensible man too, tes not, I -tbink, fewer 
than half a dozen to his Essays. 

Adieu, 

W. C. 
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|T0 THE REV. WILLIAM BULL.] 

TbbTbsIc, u you Inow, B fone to Um press: since 
it went I haw been employed m writii^ taotber poem, 
which J am now Iranicribiiig, uid which in a short 
lime, I design shall follow. It ii entitled, llrociiiium, 
or a Renew of Schools: the business and purpose of 
jt are, to censure the want of dtsdpline, and the 
scandalous inattention to morals, that obtain in them; 
especially in the laigeal ; and to ivcommend private 
tuition as a mode of education preferable on all ac- 
counts ; to call upon fittben to become tutors of their 
own sons, where that is practicable ; to take borne a 
domestic tutor, where it is not; and if neither can be 
doiK, to place them under the care of such a man, 
as be to whom I am writing, some rural parson, whose 
atteatJoD is limited to a ftw. 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

Norntar, 1TS4. 
HT DBAK FBISMD, 

To condole with yon on the death of a Mother aged 
«gbty-aeven would be absord — rather, therefore, as 
b re^ooable, I congratulate you on the almost singu- 
lar felwity of having eiyoyed the company of so amia- 
ble, aqd so near a ceJatioQ so long. Your lot and 
nii(te in this respect have been very different, as in- 
deed in almost every other. Your Mother lived to 
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see you rise, at leait to lee you comfortably cstabluhed 
m the world. Mine, 4yia% when Iwv sixfcui old, 
did not live to see me sbk b it. You may remunber 
with (Measure, while you live, a blesaog Touchnfed to 
you so long; and I, irtiSe I live, most regret a comfort 
ofwiuch 1 was deprived so eariy. 1 can truly say, 
that not a week passes ^riiap« I might widi eqiml ve- 
racity say a day) in v^h I do not thii:^ of her. fiuch 
was the impression her tenderness made upon ine> 
though the opportunity ^e had for lowing it was so 
riiort. But the ways of God sre equal — and when I 
reflect on the pangs she would have sufiered, had she 
been a witness of all mine, I see more cause to rejoice, 
tfian to mourn, tfaat she was hidden in the grave so soon^ 

We have, as you say, lost a Kvely and sensftde DCigb- 
hour in I^dy Austen, but we have been long accus- 
tomed to a state of retirement within one d^ree of 
solitude, and being naturtdly lovers of sUH life, can 
relapse into our former duality without fodng unhappy 
at the change. To me indeed a third is not uecessaiy, 
while I can have the companion I have had these 
twenty years. 

I am gone to the press again ; a volume of mine 
will greet your haods some time either in the course of 
the winter, or early in the spring. Vou wiH find it 
perhaps on Hie whole more entertaining than the 
former, as it treats a greater variety of subjects, and 
those, at least the most, of a sUbhinary kind. It wiU 
consist of a poem in six books, odled tiie Tufc. To 
which wiH be added another, wluch I finidied yester- 
day, called, I bdieve, Tirocininm, on the subjeet of 
education. 
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Y«a psrqeive tt»t I bfim ^ibu your Jtdnx, and 
jiT^lbe pc« a« nest*. 



TO TH£ R£r. H>HM NEWTON. 

No.. W, IJM. 
UT DBAS FKIBtID, 

All the btcrest that you take in my new publicqtibn, 
and all the pleas that you urge in behalf of your right 
to my confidence, the moment I bad read your lettei^ 
stnick me as so many proo6 of your regard ; of a 
inendahip, in which diatauce and time make no abate- 
ment. Bat it is difficult to adjust opposite claims 
to tbe satiafdction of all parties. I have done my 
best, and must leave it to your candour 1o put a just 
inteipretatioD upon all that baa passed, and to give me 
rredit for it, as a certain truth, that whatever seeming 
defects, in point of attention and attachment to yoi^ 
my cpnduct on tbi> occaaion may baye »ppaae6 to 
have been chargeable with, I am in reality as clear of 
all real one^ as you would wi^ to find me. 

I send you enclosed, in the first |dace, a cc^y of 
tbe advertisement to the reader, which accounU for 
my title, not otherwise eaaly accounted for — secondly, 
what is called an argument, or a summary of the con- 
tents of each book, more circumstantial and diffuse by 
fin tban tiittt which I have sent (o the press. It will 
^ve you a jnxtty acFijmte ac<]uaiatance with my mat- 

# lOa tte Sl*t of itris monlb tbe aiiUr ooswiemiKJ bw 
itraqAMp^ofSoper. 
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ter, tbougli the tenoiuand mortuei, by which the 
several passages are connected, Bod let into each 
other, cannot be esplaioed in a ijUabui — and laally, 
an extract as you denned. The subject of it I am 
nire will please you, and as I hare admitted into my 
description no images but what are scriptnni, and 
faave aimed as exactly as I could at the plain and snn- 
^e subtimity of the sctipture language, I have faopei 
the mannei of it may please you too. As for as U>e 
numbers and diction are concerned, it may serve 
pret^ well for a sample of the whole. But the sub- 
jects being so various, no single passage can in all re- 
spects be a specimen of the book at large. 

My princ^ purpose is to allure the reader, by 
character, by scraeiy, by imagery, and sudi poetical 
embeUishments, to the reading of what may pn^ 
him. Subordinately to this, to combat that predilec- 
tion in favour of a metropolis, that beggars and ex- 
hausts the country, by evacuating it of all its ^Hiuc^nl 
inhabitants : and collaterally, and as far as is consist- 
ent with Uiis double intention, to have a stroke at 
vice, vauity, and folly, wherever I find them, t have 
not spared the universities. A letter which B[^>eated 
m the General Evening Post of Saturday, said to have 
l>een received by a general officer, and by him sent to 
(be press, as worthy of public notice, and which haa 
aU the ai^iearauce of authenticity, would alone justify 
the severest censure of those bodies, if-any such justi- 
fication were wanted. By way of supplement to what 
I have written mi this subject, I have added a poem, 
called llrocinium, which is in riiyme. It treats of the 
scandalous relaxatiim of discipline, that obtaku ta 
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■iMWt «U hIkwIs Mn«[M%, knt opecnlty ^ the 
li g M t, irbidi ve w ntgSgent in tfae srtide td HiHvb, 
tkBt bop we flt^Buctad m gemeni Ac taoment Ikey 
we copaUc «f beiqg •». It noMUMod* the «ffipeaf 
tutor to the fadier, where there ii no reaiimpedHHat; 
the expedient of « don m lie tatix, wheie there b ; 
and the di^Mntl of b»s» iatQ tiie bands of a reqiect- 
able coiDti; dergjmaii, who limits bit attention to 
two, in all caies where the; cannot be conveniently 
educated *t bivc- He- Unwin fa|>iii^ afiprcKng n>e 
an instance in point, the poem js ioBcribed to him. 
You will now I hc^ conunaud jr«ur bmf!tt to be 
|talif nt, and be tatiKfied «Uh lbe lunchesn that I ami, 
(ill^lauHrcomw. That {Hn^mcftl penal of the wori^ 
Attt hif ibeett would be bo diadwntageous to tbc 
VM^ilwlC and tbeariiNe lo wcomfwtable to in^ 
tfaat (I due sa;) ypn will ware your deare of it A 
p««n, tbu difiointed, cunot poiubly be fit for aqr 
body's iniVBettoo bat tiie aalbor'f. 

Tnlly'i nde— "iV«Ua .<&• timt lined"— will mlw 
a vglnne in Inn line tlian one wouM uippese. I ad> 
hand to it m ligidty, that thou^ more than once i 
fnwnrl jhyr linni aa many as I bad time to compaait 
■till I wrote ; and finding occauooal^, and as it might 
bofpto, a iiove fiuent vein, the abundance of one day 
nade me anwnds for the barrenneta of another. But 
I do not aKan.to write bUakvene again. Not having 
the mmic sf rbgmw, it wqgicea s^ clow an atJentioq to 
the panae, ood the cwtence, and ench a peculiar mod? 
(rfeapicawwi.jLs reader 1^ to me at lea»l, the most 
difScnlt ipaciefAf poetry that I have ever meddled 
with. 
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I am obliged to jpou, and to Mr. Bacon, for ;oor 
kind tcoMabniice of me when you ntceL No aitirt 
can excel u he doe*, without the fineat feaiiBgs ; mad 
cvccy lun that hai the fineat fo^agi a, and mut be 
amiaUe. 

Adieu, my dear ftiend ! 

Afiectionatcly youn, 

' W. C. 

TO TH& RBT. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

HY DBAR WILLIAM, 

T^B dice which (you oboerrc) haa beoi taken from 
the top of the ahert, it loat before I begBo to write ; 
but betng a part of the paper whidi it seldom nsed, 
I thODght it would l>e pity to discard, or to degrade 
to meaner purpoaea, the fair and ainple remnant, on 
account of so immaterial a defect, 1 therefore haye 
destined it to be the vehicle of a letter, whicfa you will 
accept as entire, though a lawyer perhaps would, 
wilbont much difficulty, prove it to be but a fragment. 
Tbe best recompense I can make yon for writmg 
without a frank is, to propose it to you to take your 
revenge by letnming an answer under the same |He- 
dkament ; and tbe best reason I can give for dohig it 
is tbe occasion following. In my last 1 recomm«ided 
it to you to procure franka for tlie conveyance of 
'nrocinium, dated on a day therein mentiiwed, and 
the eariiest, which at ^at time I could venture to ap- 
pomL It iiaa happened however that the poem ia 
finished a month sooner than I expected,. and' two 
thirda of it are at this time tiurly transcribed ; M 



IS?. COWPRR 8 LKTTXBS. 85 

accidentto iffucfa lfa« riders of a Panuusiaa steed are 
liaUe, who never know, before they mount him, at 
what rate be will cbooie to travel. If he be imUspoaed 
to diqmtcfa, it a inqrasdhle to accelerate his pace ; 
if otherwise, equally impossibk to itc^ him. Ther^. 
fore my ernmd to you at this time is to cancel the 
foimer asugnation, and to ioform you that by what- 
ever means yon please, and as so«i as you please, tbe 
piece in question will be ready to attend you ; for 
witboat exerting any extraordinary djligence, I shall 
have completed the transcript in a week. 

The critics will never know, that four lines of it 
were composed while I had a dose of ipecacuanha on 
iny fltoDutch ; m short, that I was delivered of the 
emetkand the venea in the same moment. Knew 
tbey this, they would at least aUow roe to be a poet of 
*"y'l«i' industry, and ctwfeas that I lose no time. I 
have heard of poets, who have found athartics of 
sorerdgn use, when they had occasion to be particu- 
larly brillianL Drydeu alw^ used them, ajul in 
conunemoration of it, Bayes in tbe Rehearsal is made 
to ioform the audience, that in a poetical emttgency 
he always had recourse to stewed prunes. But I ana 
the only poet who has dared to reverse the [wesciip- 
tioo, and whose enterprise, havii^ sncceeded to ad- 
niration, wanants him to recommend an emetic to all 
fatnre bards, as the most intaUible means of prodndng 
a fiuent and easy rernficatiou. 

My love to all your family. 
Adieu! 

W. C. 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWl*. 



I AM bappy ttiat you are pleased, aid accept it as ao 
earnest that I AaB aot at least di^nt the ptrblic. 
For tfaov^ I know your partiaBfy to me, I know at 
tbe same time irith wfurt hudaUe tenderness yoo frel 
for yonr mm tepntatioii, and ttmt for the take of diat 
most delicate part of your property, tbDugfa you 
wonid not critkce me vitb an uniHeiKtly and nndne 
severi^-, you wouM frowerer betrate of bnng satisfied 
too hastSy, and with no warrantable cause of bejng so. 
I called ybu the totor of yowr two sobs, io eontemirfa- 
tkm of the certainty of tbn event—it is a ixct in su^ 
pense, not in fiction. 

My prindpal errand to you now is to g^te you m- 
fonuation on the follaning saf>ject : Tbe moment Mr. 
Newtoo knew (and f'toiA care that he dronlit lc»ra it 
first from me) that I had eommmticiited to yoa what 
I had coDcealed frtMi him, and that you were my au- 
thorship's go-between with J<Anmn on (bis oc«asiati, 
be sent me a moat frieBdly ktter indeed, but one in 
every Ine of which t couM bear tbe soft mnrfflnr of 
somettling Ifte moriiflcation, thatcoidd Aot b« entirdy 
w^ ie ss cd. It cinitained BOlhtog however that yos 
yoUBelf would have blamed, or that I bad Del every 
nason to conader as' evidence of Ms r«^rd to me. 
. He concluded the subject with desiring to know some- 
Ihmg of roy pla^ to be fevoured with an extract, by 
way of specimen, or (which he diould like better still) 
with wishing me to order Johnson to said bim a proof 
as ftst as tliey were printed off. Detenninipg pot to 
accede to this last request for many reasons (but espe- 
L.. Goo;;[c 
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daUy becaiue I would no more show my poem piece- 
meal, than I would my bouse if I bad one ; the merits 
of the sttiMture, is eidi^r case, bemg equally liable to 
suffer by such a partial view of itX i have endeavoured 
to compromise the dife'rence betweea »% aid tan- 
tisfyhira without diagraciu£iiqBel£, TW ptoof dnsla 
1 liare abtolutuly IbmisU civiUy ratiiscd. But I lAn 
sent him a copy of the ugantents of each hook, mora 
dilated and circuoutaotial thati those iiMrled in tbe 
work ; aud to these I have added «d tairact as be 
dewed; lelectii^, a» most suited to bn taste — The 
view of the Testoralioo of a)i tbingB*^which you ncot> 
led to have seen new the edd, of the last book. I 
bold it necesnry ta tell you this, licst, if you slMsld 
call l^>on him, lie should daitle yon by diacoveritig a 
d^ree of infonnatiBn i^mhi the sulyeet, which yoa 
could not otherwise know how to recoacile, or to aC' 
count for. 

You have eiecuted your commiasioBS i mtrwtiU*. 
We not only ^^trovt^ but admirB. No ^logy was 
wanting tor the baloDce itnufc at the bottom, which 
we accounted rather a beau^ than a defonni^. Par- 
dou a poor poet, wbo eamiot ipeah «ran of pouads, 
shilUop, and puice, but ia his own way. 

1 have read Lunardi withpleamre. He is a lifcly^ 
tensible ywag &Uow, and I suppose a very &voiu^l« 
sample of the Italiaas. When I look at las piiAnie, 
I can &K7 that 1 Me in him that good sense and 
courage that no doubt wck l^Ue ia (he £ice of a 
jroung Reman, two thoasaud ydars ago. 

YooT afieetiouitt 

W.C. 

VOL. II. I 
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TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

D«. 13,!78t, 
HT DBAB FRIBHD, 

Hatinq imitated no nm, I may reasonably hope 
that I ihall not incur the (feadnntage of a compa- 
naoa with my betters. Hfltm's manner was peculiar. 
So IS ThomMo's. He, that should write like either 
trftbem, wonld in my judgment deserve the name of 
acopyiit, but not a poet. A jndidoos aud sensible 
reader therefore, like yourself, will not say that my 
manim is not good, because it does not resemble 
tbein, but will rather connder what it is in itself. 
Blai^ TCMe is sn>cq>tible of a much greater diversi- 
fication of manner, than verse in riiyme: andwt^-tbe 
modon writen of it have all tbongtit proper to cast 
tfaor numbers alike, I know not. Certainly it was not 
necesn^, that con^MlIed them to it. I flaner myself 
however . that I have avoided that sameness with 
others, which would entitle me to nothmg but a sfaan 
in one common oblivion with them all. It is pos^le 
that; as a reviewer of my former volume found cause 
to say thatiie Imew not to what dass of writers to^ 
refer me, the reviewer of this, whoever he shaU be, 
may see occasion to remark the same singularity. At 
any rate, though as little apt to be sanguine as most 
men, and more pnme to ftar and deq>ond, than to 
overrate my own |Hoducti(His, 1 am persuaded that I 
shall not forfeit any thing by this nriume that I gained 
by the last. As to the title, I take it to be the best 
that is to be bad. It » not possible that a book, in- 
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duding luch a variety of miltfeGts, and in wliich no 
particular one ia pradombant, should 6nd a tide 
wtapted to them all. In mefa a caw, it leeined almost 
Becemary to HccDmmodate the name to the incident 
that gave birth to die poem ; nor does K appear to me, 
that becaose I perfanned more than my taak, tberefore 
the Task n not a anilabie title. A house would 
still be a hooie, though the builder of it sbontd make 
it.tat times as Ug as be at fint intended. T mi^t 
indeed; following- tbe eaamgde of tiie Sunday nevn- 
noi^r, call it the Olio. But I should do myadf 
. wrong: forthou^itbavemocfa variety^ it has I trust 



For tbe mne reason none of the iolerior ttttea ap- 
1^ themselves' to the content! at large of that bo^ 
to which they belwg. Th^ are, every one of them, 
taken either ftom the leading (I thould say the hitro- 
ductory) passage of that particttlar book, or from that 
which make» the moat conepicuoua figure in it. Had 
I set offwidi a design to write upon a gridiron, and 
had I actually written near two hundred lines upon 
that utensil, as I have upmi the Soft, the gridurai 
should have been ray title. But the Soft being, a* I 
may say^ the starting-poat irora wkicb I addresaed 
myself to the long race that I aoon conceived a design 
to run, it acquired a just pre-eminence in ray account, 
and was very worthily advanced to the titular honours 
it enjtvfs, its right being at Least so ftr a good one, 
Aat iio word in the language could pretend a better. 

Tbe Time-piece appears to me (though by some 
accident the import of that title has escaped you) to 
have a degree of propriety beyond most of tbem. 

_.. .Cookie 
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The book to wliich it beloBgi is intepd«l to »takt tb* 
hour tbatg^e* notice of appraacbing judgi«eiit, md 
dealing piet^ Isigely in t^ lipii of the times, hcIm 
l« be.deiXMiiiDated, ai it is, piib a wfficMid dcpM of 



A« tp the vwrl mHW, it » tb« Miy •ppeUattmi 
wbieb MilbHi twrnMlf, in a etrtvn ptxmgt of ttw Pa. 
ndne l4Mt, gives to the srriMat. Not having tfae 
ImmA at hawl, 1 «Ma«t now icfar (o it, biit I am nn 
qf the &ct. I an tmUthtn too, if Shakeipeacc'* 
ClMiiatni do not call the aq^ by wkiob dw tbouglit 
fit to deatrpy faemlf, by the atom mme. B«t not 
having read the play these five and twenty years, I 
will net aSnn it Hi^ «re kBwew witbcMt all 
doubt cmvettibia teiw. — A woiw is a small sarpent, 
and a«enHWtiaBJarge worn. And wbea as epithet 
ligaificiHit of the most terrilflft ipedM of those aam- 
tares n adjoiixd, the id^ u surely suffioieatly asaen- 
taiqed. No animal of the venanoilar 
lufld is ra«itBd, but the most fomidiMe of m 
Vovrs aftstMBalely, 
^— ™^ W.C. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY PSAE PBIEND, 
I «OKooLB wbh you, tbftt yOB bad the (rouble to 
aspwd St. Paul's ia vain, but at the same time too- 
gratniate you, tket you eseaped aa ague. 1 should 
be my weil pleased l« bare a &ir prospect of a 
iMUooq under sail, with a philosopher or two on board* 
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but at Dm lame time sbonld be TCiy aony to «xpoae 
myself, for an; length of time, to the rigour of the 
upper T^ions, at dUi season, lor the nke of it. The 
traveReis themschea I suppose arc secured from all 
injuria of the ireathei by (hat ferfatcy of qnrit and 
agitation of mind, which must needs aocmnpuiy'them 
in thdr Sight ; advantages, which the more composed 
and phlegmatic spectator is not equally possessed of. 

The inscription of the poem is more your own 
affiiir thao any other petson's, Yon have tberefere 
an undoubted right to bshion it to your mind, nor 
have I the least objection to the dig^ alteration tiiat 
you have made in it. I inserted what you have 
erased for a reason that was peritaps rather chhserical 
than solid. I feared however that the Reviewen, or 
aome of my sagacious readers, noF more merciful flian 
tbey, might suspect that there was a secret design in 
the wind ; and that author and ftiend had coofuUed 
in what manner antitoi might introduce fiiend to 
pubh'c notice, as a clergyman eveiy way qualified to 
entertain a pi^nf or two, if peradrenture any gcntk- 
mau of fortune were in want of a tutor for his chiK 
dren. I therefore added the words — " And of Iiis 
two sons only" — by way of innmating, that yon are 
perfectly satisfied with your present clnrge, and dat 
you do not wish for more ; thus meaning to obviate 
an iUibera] coostructioa, which we are both of us io- 
capabLe of deservii^. But the same caution not hav- 
ing a|^)eared to you to be necessary, lam very willing 
and ready to suppose tl»tit is not so:' 

lintended in my last to have given you my reasons 
IS 

L.. .Cookie 



so CO-WVMWS I,BTTKM. 185. 

ftir dw comfiliinent I Uw pqid Ksiu^ B«CDt> Ifilff 
JuowiBK Hmt I Ii«v^ uo p«i«Kial caimiesioD with him, 
y9« shouU smpect me of having dose it ntUer too 
mucb at a Heutitre. In tim fint {>l9£e Hum, 1 wiibei) 
the Y»rld if know that [ have no oly«stioD to » bi- 
■hop, f w4 bishop. In the Kcoud pl^*, d>e brotben 
were ail @ve my iKfaooUellow^ and very aowble wd 
valuable bpyi tbe/ wf re- Tbjrdlj, lewv^ the biabop, 
bad bieen.rude)y VfA coarsely tEeated in the Monthly 
Benew, on Mcouvt of « aenion, which app««re(! to 
mi, nhea I /x*i th«jr estratt ftoqi jt, to deserve the 
t^^Mtf contnendaiicHu, a» esbibitiog espliiat proof 
both of hiigood MWV, and bis :tinfeig0«4 piety. For 
tbif»e Km<f» we tbetevQto nu>»i»g, I felt myielf 
jh^pfiy w a» opportHnity to do piibliq hoiww to > 
worthy WW. who had beep pftbUdy traduced i 
and indeed the Reviewers thenselves have wnce ns- 
fteated of thei|r ^apcrsioiu, and have travelled not a 
little out of rbeir »ay in order to retract tbem, haring 
talteu occasion by the sermon preached at the bj^op> 
vjsitatioa at Morwieb, to wy every thuig hvdwwB of 
bis lordship, vfit»r wbiitev^ plight be the mef it of tbt: 
ttJBcfHuiw, in thftt wwta^c« at lea^t could jiivself Uy 
datoi tooo other than that of beii^ a heitrer, 

Sipoe I wrptfi, I bavt! bad a ktter ft'om Mr- Newton, 
thatdid pot-pteaiK wt, and returned m anawer to it, 
that powibly vAy mt b^ive plewed im^ Wi ahatf 
£pqie together fStia looai^f suppow) l^n as aini- 
csMe tfnw w DsuaL ^itf at piKKPl l)e b ip a state 
of mortification. l}e yrotild have bec¥i pleased, had 
jJie bpo^ pMwd out of hM Iwid* inlo }imt», or even 
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•«t of jsnni into kit, » that iw h>d pferioudy iuid 
of^rtuni^ to tdwrn * wntiue nhkfa I pqniMl witk- 
a*tt hb JB c oM i Mi d itiPM. ind IM aeoi the ttocona in 
■amiMiiipt. Sol nqr doigB wu |9 paj y<tH s wbc^ 
coaipiuBuit, aad I hun iaae it. If be ttiya more on 
tbe mbjeo^ I riwll iptak fttoly, ud peAapi pttMs 
Wn kM thui J htn done alrtwly. 

Youn, mth our lave to alL* 

W. C. 



TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON, 

CkrMmB En, inh. 
MT DBAR ntlENS, 

I AM neitber Mede oar Petsiu, Dcitber am I the sod 
of nynuh, but wns bom at Great Beikbampsted, in 
Hertfordshire, and yet I can neitber find a aew title 
fur wy book, nor phase myaaif mib any addition lb 
tiia oU ene. I am however wiUmg to bope tfta^ 
vbcft tbe Tohinw AM cast itielf at your fbct, yon 
w91 be in HMne mMswe lecotufled to tfie labie it 
bears, etpeetafiy wbn y«o shall find ft jostlied both 
by the ^ordlum of the poem, and by the coDdmiaB. 
But enough, as yon say wiA grcnt tiadi, ofasulucet 
very miwaitby wf so moefa eondderation. 

Had I heard any aneodotts of poor dying .^. -j - j ^w 
thai wouM bate bid Air to des^ws your attentkm, [ 
should have sent them. Hie littk Ibit he is icpoHnd 
to have uttered of a spiritual inipoft, wn not Very 
stttking. That little however I ean ^«a yn^ iqMm 
goo^ authority. His brtAber nAtBg im bow be 
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found hinuelf, he reined, "I am veij composed, and 
think that I may nfdy beUerc mTSelf entitled ' to a 
poitioD." The world hai had ranch to say in hia 
|MaiK^ and botii [WMe-and vtne have been employed 
to celebrate him in the Northampton Mercury. Bat 
Chrisdans (I nif^Mse) have judged it best to be silent 
If be ever diank at die fountain of life, he oertninly 
dnnk also, and often too freely, of certain other 
streams, which are not to be hoaght without money 
and widiout pnx. He had virtues that dazzled the 
natural eye, and failings that ^ot^ed the spiritual 
one. But Ute dits indieabit. 

W.C. 

TO THE REV. WHXIAM UNWIN. 

ObMT, Jw. U, ITU. 
HT DBAK WILLIAM, 

YoDB letters are always welcmne. You an liw^a 
eidwr find something to say, or can amase me and 
yoarself with a aodable and friendly way of sayb^ 
nothii^. I never found that a letter was tbcmore 
easily written, because the writing of it had be^ long 
ddi^ed. On the contrary, experience haa taught me 
to answer soon, that I may do it without difficulty. 
It is in vain to wait for an accumuladon of materials 
in a BtoatioD such as yours and mine, productive of 
few events. At the end of our especlationa we ^lall 
find ourselves as poor as atthe beginning. 

I on hardly tell you with any certainty of ii^ormft- 
Uon, iqtoQ what terms Ur. Newton and I may be sup- 
posed to stand at present. A month (I believe) has 
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p m aj, HOce I lK«r4 from him. But my /riaemr, 
brapg bwB in Londwi m the caurw af lUs Meek. 
wboKo be retnnHcl latt ai^, and having aallad*! 
UtutOD, im«||lit mc bis Iom, Biui an «iane for bit 
mIhk*, whicb (he>ud)had bcfn ocouionod by^tha 
frtqaaicy of liiapraMhk^ at tUs teaMn. He wu 
yat pIcMsd (bat mjr numwript rbi not fint tnas* 
mitted to bin), and I have came to suspect that be 
*M cvan M0rtific4 at bdii; infonBsd, tW a ceriaia 
Mcabad pom was Mt OMcrSwd to boiMlf. Bat m 
TfnilJMihli togetbar affoa, as people tbat bavean 
afiection for caidi ptber at baUooi, notwitbrtMidbig 
txnr and tbca a ibght dingiMnent, idways^ 

I know net nbetber Mr. — ■ ■ — — bas acted in 
coawqucnee of yonr hint, or whether, not nciedbig 
una, be toHamilted to ua his bounty, beftH« be bad 
mmed il. H« bai however sent us a note for 
tDwatypaaitda; nitb«rineh we have performed wmv- 
dun, bi bfbalf of the n^ued and the starred. He is 
RimartextiaMdmaiy young man, and, tbongb I ^11 
probably nerer see him, will always have a niche in 
tbc ronseuBi of my fcverentiat rcnembrance. 

tha dtatl) of Dr. Johnson has set a thousand serib- 
bkn 1« weA, and ne among the rest. While I lay 
■a bed, wwling till I coidd reasonabty hope that tbe 
' pailaur oMgbt be ready for bh^ I bv^ed the mnse, 
«ad oomposed tbe fidowi ng Epittph*. 

It is derttocd <| believe) to tbe Oentlenan^ Uaga- 
sine, which I ctmaider as a respectable repootory for 
■mall matten, wNi^, wbea eatnisted to a newspaper, 

• Seo fbe third toIiidm of CDwper'i Poenu. 

L, . ...Google 
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can expect but die dnntum of a day. But Michola 
bgrii^ at preaeat a small piece of miiie b faiBhabda, 
not yet printed, (it is caUed the PojdarEMd, anill 
■•I^Mse you have it) I wait liil lui obitetiical aid- has 
bnMi^t that to light, before I aend him a bcw one. 
b fail. last be puUiriwdimy cfiMaph npoa TSney: 
iriudi (1 lyieirise ima^M) faai been long m your col- 
lection. 

I Not ■ word yet from Jofanton. I am ea^ bowerei 
uptm tbe ml^ect, bemg tatavtd that so long as his 
own iatemt is at stake, he win not wmit a mooitor to 
remmd.him of (he prefer time to publidi. 

You jutd your fan^y hare our riuceie love. Forget 
■At to pmeut my re^Mctfid complimenti to Min 
Unwin, and, if yon have not done it already, thank 
her. on my part for tbe veiy agiceahle nanative of 
Llinardi. : He is a young man (I presume) of great 
good sense and i^Mril, Qua letters' at least, aiidhiien- 
tetpiismg turn, be^M^ him such) a man qudified to 
shine not only among tbe stars, but in the more useful, 
though humbler sphere of terrestri^. occupation. 

I have been croaaing the cbaimel in a balloon, ever 
unce I read of that adueremcnt by Bhinchanf. I 
hare an kuatjable thint to know tbe {^ukMopbical 
naaou, why hb vehicle bad like to have iallen into the 
sea, when for aught Aat af^i^rs the gas was not at 
all esbausted. pid sot tbe extreme cold coudeme 
the inflammable air, and cause tbe ghibe to collapse ? 
Tell me, and be my Apollo foe ever I 

Ai^t^kmately youn, 

W.C. 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN, , 

HT DBAB FBISND, 

Wb life in a state <rf ludt unntemipted retirement, in 
wfaicb incidents worthy to be recorded occur- so sel- 
dom, diat I always sit down to write with a disconn^- 
JBg conviction that I have nothing to say. The weot 
commoBly justifies the presage. For when I have 
filled my sheet, 1 find th«t I have said nothing. Be it 
known to you however, that I may now at least otnu? 
nnuiicate a piece of inldligence lo whidi you wiUnot 
be altogedier indiffiwen^ that I ban received, aod 
retwBed to Johnson, the two first pniof sfae^ of m; 
new pidriication; TlieJraMiiesswas^dtqia^Md indeed 
a fortnight ago, .once when I have heard fiom inn aa 
tturtber. . From such a beginnittg however I voitare to 
prognosticate the progress, and in dne time the cra- 
duoon of the matter. 

In the last Gentleman's Magazine my Fc^dar Field 
appears. I have accordingly, sent up two fuecei more, 
a Latin tianalatioa of it, which yon - have never, seen, 
and. another on a Rose-bud, the neck of which I inad- 
vertemly broke, which, whethei yon have seen or 
not, I' know not. As fint as Nichols prints off the 
poems. I send him, I send him new ones. My remit- 
tance usually cmuisls of two ; and he publishes oiM 
of tiiem at a tiflie. I may indeed fiuniih him at this 
rate, witbont . putting myself to. any great inconve- 
nienoe. For my last sajqily was tnoimiltcd to bun ia 
Augnit, and is but now exlmasted. 
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I GommuDicBte the following aoecdute at your Mo- 
ther's iiutaiice, who will sufier no part of my pnise to 
be iwA io oblivioii, A certain Lotd bai hired a 
houw at Clifton, in our neighbouriiood, for a hunting 
■ettl. Thoc be lives at pieient witti his wife and 
dBv^«r. Tbey are an mniipliry body in lomc 
retpecta, awl (1 belw*e) aa amU>le om in ail. 'Ffa« 
lUvtKod Hr. JoncB, tbe comle of thtt pafid^ wbo 
«ften diBM with Ibem by iivintlon on a Swirfay, n- 
eoflUncnded my volume to tbtir tculiagi aad hit 
Unddi^ aft» hanng pcrawd a pan of it, expnned 
to the Mid Mr, Jooei an ardttit desbe to be acquaiat- 
ed widi tbe author, tmm aurtivw aindh my great 
modeMy will not sidl^ Itw ta particahnea. Mr. 
Jone* however, I3wa wIm aun, bifotwed his Loidrtifr, 
that for certam qieeial teawaa and «flu*ei I hod 
doclintd goiag uita ooaipai^ for nasy y«ar«, and Ifaat 
tbevcfore be aiait not hope for i^ aoqiuiotaitte. 
Hh lAidihip nMSl dvUly suJigoiiMd, ^t he waseooy 
forit. " And is th^ all i" say you. Now weselta hear 
you wy 10, I shoakl look foidiib and Mj—f Yes.'*— 
ButfaanDgyoaata dirianccjlaivniy liDgenatyaa, 
tad tay~~f' No, that is not ai."^Mj. ■■■■■■ -, wbo 
&vaiinaiiivw and then whb bis conqNUiy in an eWn- 
i^ aa UHMti, was not bag ainoa discoiirsing with 
tint doqasnce wUch Is so peculiar to hinudf, on die 
many prDVideatial intarpoddoiw that had takm fdacc 
in hu &vour. " He had wished for many thmgi (be 
said) which, at tbe time wbeu ha fomed ttuise withes^ 
msmed distant and impiofaable, sense of ibcni indstd 
i aip omi h le. AauN^ other widwi that be bad indulg- 
ed, one was, that be migfat be coaasoled with man of 
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genius n>d abiUt; — «id in my cojniiioii with das 
wortby gentiemtn, (aaid bt, tnndng to rae) that vMt, 
1 am MtP, U tmp(y gnti6*A." Yon mny h^^kiw 
Umt I ftit the iweat gwb out upon my foMlind, 
wb«B I beard Ihit >pe«ch;Bod if you do, you will not 
be. at aK mbubea. So BiiKfa ww I ddigklod wHh 
ibe <Mietfiy of timt ukmm. 

Hhu far I |)raotedcd eiuly enon^ ; and bora I 
laid down my pen, and ifeut wme miiuitea id ntnA* 
kctioB, sodenvouring tofiod Borae anbjcct, with wUdi 
1 migU fiU Aa littie faluk itiat nm^w. But uoM 
|i ro» BBl i itidf. Fuewell ttmrfoni, and rameabei 
tliaaewboBfa DMdAilofye«I 

PresnM our love to all yoar eon^ortable fite-iidc, 
and baliera dm vier moit affictioBaMy yoUis, 

W. C. 

Tbey that read Greek witii ibe acotnts would pra- 
DDuncc the i in ftXtu, as an ig. But I do ti<d bc4d 
wttb that ptactke, tfaougb educated iu it. 1 sliodd 
tboefoie ntto- it just as 1 do Ibe Latin word Jil^, 
taking tbe quantity for my guide. 



TO THE EEV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

HT DEAB VILUAHi 

I THAMK you for your letter. iR nnde me Unigb, and 
there are not mauy things capable ef being coatainad 
wilbiflthedimMsioDflorBletter, for which I see .cause 
to be more thankfol. 1 was pleased too to see my 



.Cookie 



9S cowpek's lbttees. 199> 

opinim of iiU Lonlsliip's nondiaiMux upao a nibject 
thit yoD bad so much at heart, comjAetdy verilied' 
I do not know that lh« tyt of a Dobieman ,wu em 
dimrtcd I cmmot fadp sappowig however ' that, 
were that organ, as it eziM* in the bead of socti a 
penonage, to he accunlcljp examined, it would ba 
fiHmd to difier materiaU; in iU coottnietion from the 
eye of a commoner; so very difierait is tlie view that 
taien in an derated, and in an biunble atatioD, have of 
Ibe suae object. What appears great, soUibi^ bcaU' 
tifiii, and nportaat, toyoaaod to me, wbea wbaiitted 
to lint notice of my lord, oi bis gtace, and nibmiaed 
loo with the utmoat huraiUty, is either too oanale to 
be viable at all, or if aeeii, seems trivial,- imd of no 
account. Mj suppontion therefore seems not albige- 
tber cbimerical. 

In two months 1 have corrected proof sheets to the 
unoont of nmety-three pages, andnomorc. Inotber 
words, I have T«ceiTed Uuee packets. Nothing is 
quick enough tbr unpatience, and I suppose that Ibe 
impatieBce of an author has the quick^t of all possi- 
ble Bov«nenta. It appCAn to me however that at 
this rate we shall not puUish till ueit autumn. 
Should you h^^ien therefor* to pass Johnson's door, 
p(^ in your head as yon go, andjust insinuate to him, 
that, were his remittances rather more frequent, that 
ffequmc)' would be no inconvenience to me. I mucii 
expected one this evening, a fortnight having- now 
chipsed rioce the arrival of the last. But none camev 
and I felt mysdf a little mortified. I took up Ibc 
nnnpaper however, and read it There I found that 
the enperor and the Dutch are, aAer all their oegoda- 
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tiona, going ttmr. Such reAcctioiis u these Mrtick 
me. A great part of Europe u going to be iDTolved 
in the gnsteit of all eabmilies — troops are in motioa 
— artillery b dnwn t«^ether — cabinrtB are busied ia 
eontiinng scbenes of blood and devastation — thoa- 
ands will perisb, who are incapable of undentandiac 
tiie dilate ; and tboiuands, who, whatercr the eveirt 
ID^ be, are little more interested in it than mjuelf, 
will toB&i nnqieakable barddiips in the coune of the 
qnarrel — WeH 1 Mr. Poet, and how then ? You have 
composed certain verses, which you are dedrons to see 
in |»int, and because Ibc impresnon seems to be de- 
falked,' 3?ou are displeased, not to say dispirited — be 
ashamed of yonrselfl you live m a world in which 
yoor ftelinga may find-worthier sulyects — be concent- 
ed for the havoc of nations, and monra over your re- 
tarded Tohune when you find a dearth of more im- 
portant tragedies! 

Yon postpone certain to|Mcs of conference to our 
next, meeting. . When shall it take place ? I do not 
vrishfor you just now, because the garden is a wilda<- 
ness, and so is all the country around us. In Hay. we 
dull have asparagus, and weather in whidi we may 
stroll to Weston; at least we may b<^ for it; there- 
fore ccHne in May ; you will find us hapf^ to receive 
yoD, and as mudi of your ^i household as yon can 
bring with you. 

We are very sorry for your Uncle's indiq>osition. 
The a^^roach of summer seems however to be ni his 
fiivonr, that season being of all remedies for the rlwu- 
nratism I believe the most effectual. 

I thank you for your intelligence concerning the 
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o(M)rit; of Jolm OOpm. Yon tniy be rare dist it 
ms Bgreeride — but your own fedingt on oecaAioa of 
tlntu^iclepleaMd iiieiiMMrtof>U. Vt^mjtniaA, 
ht comfiirtM] 1 Toa had not ui eJiportuiHty of atjiag 
pttUicly, "[ know (be Aatboi." Bat tbe aodiar 
Unaetf will ny as much for yon sood, nd perfaapv 
wX feel in domg to a gn rtifi e«i i o» eqind to your owb. 
Ib Ae affiiir of fece-paiBtiBg, lampreciMly t^ytmr 
opinion. 

Adien, 



TO THE REV, WIUIAM UNWIN. 

ApHi3a,in*. 

MT DBAB FBIBNS, 

I KKTURN you thaoka fer a letter io i^rai with ttic 
intelligence of tbe celebrity of Jdin OBpin. 1 liate 
tbougilt, wbcB 1 mounted l»n upon my Pegavui, that 
ke woald becMpe m> flunow. I faa*e leunad adao, 
horn Mr. Newton, Hut be h aqoally raaowned tar 
Scodand, and tbiU a lady tbeve bed undertakm to 
write s second pert, on tbe a^ect of Hra. Gili^'a 
retimi to London, but not Neceeding in it as ibe 
widied, ibe dropped it He telli me likewise, tkat 
tbe bead master of St. Paul's scbool (wbo be is I 
know not) has conceived, in consequence of tbe mler- 
t w iias ei it tbat John has afforded him, a Tefaement de- 
ne to wiile to me. Let us b<^ be wOl alter las 
mind ; fir ibould we even cubange civHilies on tbe 
occasion, TirodniuM will spoil ^bH. The great eati. 
matioa bowenr in irincbthis kai^ of Uk ttoiie<bot- 
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defl u bdd, iaaiy turn out a ciicniastMice piopitiotis to 
tbe Tohime of irtiich his history will inake a put. 
Hiok nents that prove the prdude to our greateat 
success, are often qipwently trivial in tbenuelves, and 
such as seemed to promise nothing. The disaf^int- 
ment that Hontce mentioned is revened — We design a 
mug, and it proves a hogshead. It b a litde hard, 
that I akxte should foe unfiimisbed with a printed 
copy of this facetious story. When you vbit Lc»idoti 
Dext, you most buy tbe most elegant impression of it, 
aod l^ng it with you. I thank you also for writing to 
Johasoo. I likewise wrote to lum myself. Your 
letter and nune fa^etber have operated to admiratioa. 
There Deeds notUng more butthat tbeefiect be.last- 
ing, and tbe whole will be soon printed. We now 
draw towards the middle of the fifth book of die 
Task. Tlw man, Johnsrai, is like unto some vidous 
bones, that- 1 have known. They would not budge 
till Utey were spuned,. and when tbcy were spuired, 
they would kick — So did he — His temper was some- 
what discMicerted: but hispace wasqukkened,and I 
was contented. - ■ ■■ 

- I was veiy much pleased with die fcdlowing sen- 
tenoe in Mr.Kewton's bst — " I am perfectly satisfied 
with the pnqmety of your proceeding as to the publi- 
tsadoa." — Now therefore we ate fnends again. Now 
he once more inquires after tbe work, wfatcb, till he 
faaddisburtiMDed hiuiself of this acknowledgment, 
nutber he nor I, in any of our letters to each other, 
em mentioned. Some side-wind has wafted to him a 
report of tbosereasoos by which I justified my con- 
duct. I never made a. secret of tbeia, but both your 
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Mother wd I ban tfudioiuly dopwitcd then witk. 
tbOM who w« dwog^t were VMt likelj to tnasmit 
(ben to bin. They wanted «nly • ketringt which 
4oce dbttiMd, their (oUdity end cogens were nich 
that diey wen mre tepKroU. 

You nestioA — ^— r-. I foiaierljF knew the awn 
you mentioii, bat bis <ld«r brMher much bettet> W« 
wen •cbftoUmiow^ ami be w» <»e of % ehifa vfteam 
Waatiniiiter bmo, to which I beloiiged, wbo <li—4 
tt^rtOmt uttxy Hwnday. Sbonld it pkaie God to 
girc Be tbiUty lo perfoni tbepoet'sptrtto WMpepw- 
poM, matty whom I cnoe eaQed frieadi, but wbo have 
Kce treMed me with a BMit magaifieMt bdiffiBreoWi 
will be rewly t« lake me ^ the haad agaia, a«d aone, 
whmii I nevei bdd n that tetimatjaa, will, Vkt — — . 
(who HU but a boy when I left L«adaa) bosit of a . 
cenoeugii with me whieh they never bad. Hadlthe 
' Ttrtua, and graces, and acoom}riiihmcnb of St Paul 
hiiiiBelf, I ei^t have them at Obiay, and Dobotfy 
wobU care a battoo abont me, younelf and ooe or 
two mine eiceplsd. Fame begets favour, and one 
talent, if it be tubbed a little bright iy use and 
ptactice, will piocuie a mau more frmdi than a thou- 
MHid nriiwi. Dr. iohnwD (I balieve) in the Ule of 
one of OOF poatg, a^M. tb«t ke retirad from the wMid 
iMtering himtlf that he ibMU he regntted. Bat 
ibe world Mv^r mioad bim. I thipk In ohiemtiaa 
upon it is, thai the vacancy made by the ntveat of iwj 
indiridiul i« toea filled up ; that a man may ilwaju be 
obMHit, if he cfaooMs lo be n; and that hc^ wb« 
Dc^eetB the world, will be by the world needed. 

Yoor mother and I walked yesterday in the Wilder- 
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nen. As we entored tbs pite, a gliiapM oTsoBeUimg^ 
wfailfl, owtainad in ■ little hott io the gate-pott, 
cfuight mj eya. I looked again, and cKscovered a 
bird'i nest, with two tinj tggp in it Bf asd b> the^ 
will be fledged, and tailed, and get wii^-featbcn, and 
fly. Mycaseiiioniewbatuaiilar totbat of the parent 
bird. Mjpnertitiaalktbiraok. Here 1 brood, and 
haleh, and is due tiBe my piogany takei vnug and 



We wait foi tbe time uf year ooming with pleasant 
Yeontn^y, 



TO JOSEPH WU, ESQ. 

Jim M, 17W. 
m BEAK niKND, 
I WBITB in a nook that I call my Bou^r. - It is a 
snmmM-bouw not much bigger than a sedan chair, tbe 
doOT of which upeni into the garden, that ii now 
crowdtd with piuk^ roMS, and huKy-suckles, and the 
window into my neigfabour'a orchard. It formerly 
aMved an apothecary, now dead, h a iiaokiag.fooni ; 
asd wider my feel is a tiap^oorv which oace covered 
at bfii» in tbe gronnd* where be k^t hia biAtlce. At 
pmMot bow^ it is dedicated to soblimo' uMfc 
Having^ lined itwith gardm mats, and furqiriwdit with 
a table and tw9 cham, b«n I write all that I write Id 
HunmeNttaie, wdiether to lay friends, or to the public. 
It ii secure from all ncHse, Bud a refuge from all iutni- 
sion ; for iotaiders somatines trouble me in tbe winter 
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evenings at Olne;. But (tbanka to m; Boudoir I) I 
can now hide mjnelf from them. A poet's retreat m 
■acred. Hiey ackixmledge the trath of that prapod- 
tioii, and never presume to ndate it 

The last utateace puts me in mind to tdl you that I 
have ordered my volume to your door. Hj hook- 
seller is the most dilatory of all lus fraternity, or yoa 
would have received it long ^nce. It ii more than a 
month unce 1 returned him the last proof, and CMise* 
qucntly nnce the printing was finished. I sent hiiii 
Am maniUGript at the begumii^ of last Novembeft 
tiiat he might pnblUi while the town was full, and be 
wSl hit the exact moment when it is entirely empty. 
Patieoce ^u will perceive) is in no ntnatiao es- 
eUipted from the severest trials ; a remark that may 
serve to comfort you under the numberiess trials of 
your own*. 

W.C. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Mrn.ms- 

NT DEAB WILLIAM, 

You and your party left me in a frame of mind that 
indiiposed me much to company. I comfbtted myadf 
with the hope that I diouJd spend a silent day, in 
which I should find t^uDdant Insure to indo^ scnaa* 
tions which, though of the melancholy kind, I yet 
wished to nourish. But that hope proved van. b 
las than an hour after your departine, Mr. — 

* Intliiiuiuml'IlwTsskwHpBblkhsil. 
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iiwilic hk i^peftrance Ht the giwJihbDMe door. W« 
wen dbKged to aifc him to diivier, and he dined with 
us. He ia as afVMafale, letuable, wetl-bred yotmg 
mm, but mdi all bb KeommeBdatioin I fcb that on 
that ooouipn 1 could hava qnicd him. So audi 
better are the absent whom we love mudii than die 
pKaent wh«a we love a Utile. I have however mftde 
nya^ amcnda nnce, and ndliaig ebe having inter- 
f^cd, have tent miuijf a thought after joa. 

Yon bad been goK two days when a vicdent thuB> 
derrtotm came over us. 1 was patung out of -the 
parlonr mto the hall, with Mungo at mj beds, when a 
Baafa acnned to &11 the room with fire. In Uk same 
inatant caaie the clap, lo Hmt the explosion was (I 
suppow) perpendicular to the roof. Mungoli counge 
upOB Ae tremendous oeo»oa coostramed tne to' 
nBe, im tfAte of the lolena, hapresiioa that such aa 
ennt mera fiuls to afluct me with — ^tbe moment that 
he hand (be thunder (which was Kke the borsl of a 
great gm), with a wrinkled forehead, and with eyea 
dveeted to the ceitiog, whence Hie sound seemed to 
IMioeead, bebariied ; bnt he baiked eiacUy in concert 
with the Aander. It thundered once, and he barked 
oaee; and so preciselj the very instant when the 
tfaoder happened, that bodi sounds seemed to be^ 
asri to end together. Some dogs will cbp their tails 
dose, and sneak into a comer, at mch a time, bnt 
Mungo it seems is of a more fearless fhmilj. An 
bouse at no great distance from ours was Ac mark to 
viiAA the l^tning was directed ; it knocked down 
(he chunney, spUt the buildmg, and carried away the 
coram' f4 tbo next house, in which lay a fdlow drunk, 

_.. -.Google 
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and asleep npoa fail bed — it rowed and tentftd hni, 
and be promiMS to get drank no more ; but I hare 
seen a woAil end of many ancb cooTeniou. I i«- 
member but <mt such stonn at Oln^noce I bare 
known tbe place; and I am gtad that it did not ha{qien 
two days soMieT for tbe sake of the ladies, who would 
probably, one of them at least, hare been alaimed b; 
it I have recdred, since yon went, two t^ flatter- 
ing letters of thanks, one from Mr. Bacon, and one 
from Mr. Boriiani, such as might make a lean poet 
plump, and an bumble poet proud. Bat being my< 
self neidier lean nor humble, I know of no other effiM:t 
they bad. than that they pleased me ; and I commu- 
nicate the inteiligence to yon, not without an assuicd 
hope that you will be pleased also. We are now 
going to walk, and thus Ar I have written .before I 
bave recnved your letter. Friday. — 1 must now be as 
compact as possible. MTben I began, I designed four 
sides, but my packet bemg transformed into two mt- 
g^ epi^es, I can consequently afford you but three. 
1 have filled a large slieet with animadvcraioDs upon 
Pope. I am proceeding in my translation — " TeJis et 
remit, o«tnibui ntrvia" — as Hudibras has.it; and if 
Ood give me health and ability, will put it into your 

luuds when I see you next Mr. has just 

kft us. He has read my book, and, as if fearful that 
I had overlooked some of them myself, has pouted 
out to me all its beauties. I do assure you the mao 
lias a veiy acute di&cenunen^ and a taste that I liavn 
no &ult to dnd with. I hope that you are of the same 
opiaUta. 
Be not sorry that your love of Chrait wis exdted in 
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joal^fl'pelure. Could a dog or a cat suggnt to me 
tfie tboD^t, that Christ is precious, I woiUd aot de- 
tpiat diat thou^t bfcame a dog or a at suggested 
it. Tbe meuioetM of the instnunent cannot debase the 
noblcDesB of tbe principle. He that kneelsbefore a 
pictnie of Christ, is an idolater. Bui be io nhoae 
heart the sq^ of a picture kmdlet a warin remen- 
brance of the Savionr's suSeiings, must be a Cbnslian. 
Sai^tose that I dream as Gardiner did, that Christ 
wblUeb before me, that he tUnu and smiles upon me, 
and fills my soul with ine&ble love and joy. Will a 
man Idl nie that I amdeceived, tbati ought not (o 
lore or i^oke in him for sudi a reason, because a 
dream is merdy a picture dnira upon the imagitiR- 
tkiD i I bold Dot with such dinnity. To love Christ 
is the greatest dignity of man, be that auction wrought 
in him bow it may. 

Adieu! Hay the Uetsingof Godbe i^MDyouall! 
It is your Mother's beuf ■ wish and mine. 
Yours ever, 



TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

4i«ui«r, 1T3K 
MT-DBAR FRtBND, 
I WAS low in spirits yesterday, wbeu your parcel 
Gune and raised tbem. Every proof of attention and 
i^iard to a man who lives in a vhi^ar bottle a wel- 
Goase from his friends on tbe outside of it — aecoid- 
nigly yoiB' books were wclccnne (you must not forget 
by Iha way that I wuit the wriginaJ, of whidi you hav« 
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■ent me the tnnidatieti only) and die nifflet (rem Min 
Sfautlleworth most wetcoice. I am covelou^ if ever 
nan was, of Evii^ in Ae remembrance of labwHtcio 
whom I highly value and esteem, and consequendy 
felt myself mudi gratified by her very obliging pment. 
I have had more comfort, &r more comfort, n the 
EonnexioBs that I have formed witliia the hot twenty 
yean, than in the more numerous oitea tiiat I iiad 
before. 

Herooraodiim — The latter are aloKMt all Unwlni 
or Unniniams. 

Vou are entitled to my thanks alio for the ftcetion 
engravings of John OOpiu. A serious poem is Uke a 
swan, it fliei beavilyi end never Ua, but a jeet has the 
wingsofiswallow, that never tire, and that carryii 
into every noolt and G<HBer. I Bm perftctly a ittai^er 
however to the reception that my volame maets tnth, 
and I bdiavc in reelect of my mncktlMwu i^mii that 
subject, if anthors wouM but cop^ aa 6ut in example 
am a most exemplary character. 1 most lell you ne- 
verthdesi, that although the laurels that I gain at Ol- 
ney wDl never minister much to my pride, I have ac- 
quired some. The Rev. Mr. S — — b my admirer, 
and thinks my sectud volume sii^Mrior to tny finL It 
ougfatto be so. If we do not improve by practice, 
then nothing can mend us ; and a man has m) more 
«anse tobemortifiedatfoeiagtoMtfanthehueurifed 
himself, Han tiie eleidiant liad, wlMMe fiaisc it ma, 
that be was tbe greatest elephant u the worid, Umadf 
excepted. If it be fiur to judge of a book by aiaK- 
tiact, I do not wonder Itet you were ao fittk cdKed 
by Jtrinsoa's f ovrqaL It ii even more ridknkini than 
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was poor 's of flatulent memoiy. Tbe portion at 

it given to us in tliis daj's paper contains not one sen< 
ti>neut worth one farthing ; except the last, in which he 
resolTss to bind himself witii.Do .more unbidden obligS' 
tiona. Poor man I one would think, that to pray for 
bis dead wife, and.to pin«^ himself with church tast^ 
had b«en almost tbe whole of his religion. I am aorr; 
that he, who was so manly an advocate for tbe eaust 
of virtue in all other places, was so childishly employ- 
ed, and so superstitiouslj' too, b bis closet. Had he 
studied hU Bible morei to which by his own confession 
fae was in great part a stranger, he had known better 
what use to make of bis retired hours, and had thded 
less. His lucubrations of this sort have rather the 
appearance of religious dotage, than of aay v^orous 
esertions towards God. It will be well if the publi- 
cation prove not hurtful in its eSects, by expoijng the 
best cause, already too much despised, to ridicule still 
more profane. On the other side of tbe same paper 
I find a ItHig string, of a^diorisnia, and maiims, and 
joles, for the conduct of life, whieb, though they ap- 
pear not wUh bis name, are so much in his manner, 
with th« abow-meutioned, that I suspect Ibem for his. 
I have uot read them all, but several of ihem I read 
that were uivirf enoi^h : for Ihe sake of one however 
I forgive bim Uie rest — be advises never to banish hope 
entirely, because it is the cordial of life, although it be 
the greatest flatterer in the world. Such a measure 
of hope as may not endanger my peace by disappomt* 
Bient 1 would wish to cherish upon every subject, in 
wluch I am interested. But there lies the difficolty. 
A cure however, and tbe ody one, for all the irr^u- 

VOL. It. *■ 
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larities both of bope and fear, b found in snbminioti to 
the will of God. Ha|^y they that have it ! 

This last sentence puts me in mind of your reference 
to Mair in a fonner letter, whom yoH there permitted 
to be your artnter to adjust the respective claims of 
toAo or that. 1 do not rashly difier from so grest a 
grammatiao, nor do at any rate difier iiom liim alto- 
gether — upon solemn occasions, as in prayer or preacb- 
ing for instance, I would be strictly correct, and upon 
stately ones, for instance were 1 writing an epic poem, 
I woold be so likewise, but not npon familiar occa- 
■iona. God who beareth prayer, is right Hector 
who saw Patrocltts, is right. And the man that 
dresses me every day, is in my mind right also ;— be- 
catise the ctnitrary would give an air of stUbess and 
pedantry to an expression, that in respect of the nmt- 
ter of it cannot be too negligently made up. 

Adieu, my dear William! I have scribbled widi all 
my might, which, breakftst-time excepted, has been 
my employment ever ^ce I rose, and it is now past 

Yours, 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

on, W, ITS*. 
HY DEAR COUSIN, 

It is DO new thing with you to give pleasure. But I 
will venture to say that you do not oflen give more 
than you gave me this morning. Wheal came down 
to breakfiist, and found upon the table a letter iiaok- 



19k' COWPBb's LBTTKB8. Ill 

ed by my Uaele, and whea opening Ihat frank I found 
that it contained a tetter from you, 1 nid within my- 
self— "Thij isjoitas it should be. We are all grown 
youDg again, and the days that I thought I should see 
no mare, are actually returned." You peiceive there- 
twK timt you judged well when you coiyectured that 
a line from you would not be disagreeable to me. It 
could not be otherwise tiianas in:lact it proved, a 
most agreeable surimse, for I can truly boast of an 
afifectioo for you, that neither years, nor interrupted 
intercourse, have at all abated. 1 need only recollect 
how much 1 talned you once, and with bow much 
cause, immediately to feel a revival of the same value » 
if that can be said to revive, which at the moat has 
<»ly been donnantforwautof employment. Butlslau^ 
derit wheA Is^ that it has slept. A thousand limes 
have I recollected a thousand scenes, in which our two 
selves have formed die whole of the drama, with tho 
greatest pleasure ; at times too, when I had no reason to 
suppose that I should ever hear from you agdn. I 
have laughed with you at the Arebias Nights' Enter- 
tainment whicb afforded us, as you well know, a (imd 
of roenioiait that deserves never to be forgot. I have 
walked with you to Netley Abb^, and have scrambled 
with you over hedges in every direction, and many 
other feats we have performed together, upon the 
field of my remembrance, and all witfam these few 
yeais. ^ould I say withm this twelvemonth, 1 should 
not tranigress the truth. The hours that I have 
■pat tvith you were among the pleasaotest of my 
former days, and are therefore chronicled m my mind 
10 deeply as to feel no erasure. Neither do I foi^t 
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my poor ftiend Sir Thomas. I should remember hinr 
indeed, at any rate, on accounl of his personal kind- 
ness to myself; but the last testiraony that he gave of 
bis regard for you endears him to tue still more. Whb 
bis uncommon understanding (for with many peculia- 
rities he had more sense than any of his acquaintaDce) 
and with his generous sensibilities, it was hardly posri- 
ble that be should not distinguish you as he has done. 
As it was the last, so it was the best proof that be 
eould give, of a judgment that never deceived him, 
when he would allow himself leisure to consult it. 

Vou say that yon have often beard of me ; that 
puezles me. I cannot imagine from nbat quarter, but 
it is no matter. I must tell you however my Cousin, 
that your information has been a little defective.^ 
That I am hap])y in my situation is tniei I live, and 
have lived these twenty years, with Mrs. Unwin, to 
whose affectionate care of me, during the Ar gmter 
part of that time, it is under providence owing tint I 
live at all. But I do not account myself hap)^ in 
having been for thirteen of those years m a state of 
mind, that has made all that care and atteatioD neces- 
sary; an attention and a care that have iiyured her 
health, and which, had she not been uncommonly 
supported, must have brought her to the grave. But 
I wilt pass to another subject ; it would be cruel to 
particularize only to give pain, neither'Would I by any 
means give a sable hue lo the first' letter of a corre-. 
■pontlence so unexpectedly renewed. 

I am delighted with what you tell me of my Uncle's 
good health. To eiyoy any measure of cbeerfuhiess 
at so late a day is much. But to have (hat late dajr 
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enliveoed with the vivacity of youth, is much more, 
and in these post-^iiluvian limea a rarity indeed, 
Happy for the most part are parents who have daugh- 
ter!. Daaghters are not apt to outlive their natural 
aflfectioDS, which a son has generally survived even 
before his boyish years are expired. I rejoice parti- 
cularly in my Uncle's felicity, who has three female 
descendants Irora his little person, who leave him 
nothing to wish for upon that head. 

My dear Cousin, dejection of spirits, which (I sup- 
pose) may have prevented many a man Irom becomiDg 
an author, made me one. I find constant employment 
necessary, and therefore take care to be constantly 
employed. Manual occupations do not engage the 
mind sufficiently, as I know by experience, having 
tried many. Bat coraposition, especially of verse, 
absorbs it wholly. 1 write tberefore generally three 
boun in a morning, and ^in aa evening I transcribe. 
I lead also, but less than I write, for I must have bo- 
dily exercise, and tberefore never pass a day without it. 

You ask me where I have been this summer. I aii^ 
Bwer, at Oloey. Should you ask me where f.speot the 
last seveiiteen summers, I should still answer, at OIney. 
Ay, and tbewiolersalso; 1 have seldom left it, andes- 
c^ when I attended my brother in hij last illness, 
nevei I believe a fortnight together. 

Adieu, my beloved Cousin, I shall not always be 
thus nimble in reply, but shall always have great 
pleasure in answering you when 1 can. 
Yoms, my Friend and Cousin, 

W.C. 
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TO THE REV. WILLUM UNWIN. 

Oct. it, nas. 

MT DEAR WILLIAM, 

You might well suppose that your letter had miscai'! 
ried, though ip fact it was duly received. I am not 
often so long in arrear, aod yoa may asaare yourself 
that when at any time it happens that I am so, neither 
peglect nor idleaest is the cause. I have, as you well 
know, a daily occupation, forty lines to tianslale, a 
task which 1 never excuse myself when it is possible to 
periorm it Equally sedulous I am jn the matter of 
^ranscTibing, so that between both, my morning and 
^eojng are for the most part completely engaged.' 
Add to this, that thou^ my spirits are seldom so bad 
but 1 cai) wr>te vene, th^y are often at so low su «bb 
as to piake the production of a letter impossible. So 
much for a trespass which called for some apology, but 
for which to apolc^ise further, would be to commits 
greater trespass still. 

I am now in the t ventieth book of Homer, and 
tfaall assuredly proceed, because the farther I go the 
piore I find myself justified in Ihe underlaking : utd 
in due time, if I live, shall assuredly publish. In the 
whole I shall have composed about forty thousand 
verses, about wbich fi^rty thousand verses I shall have 
taken great pains, oq no occasioq sufiering a slovenly 
ibe to escape me. 1 leave you to guess therefore 
whether, nich a labour once adiieved, I shall not de- 
^nnin^ to him it to some account, and to gam my- 
self prc^ if I cnn,ifnQj^ at least some credit, for my 
^wwd. 
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I periectly approve of your coune with Jofau. The 
most entertainiDg book* are best to begin with, and 
none m the worM, so far. as eDtertunment n con- 
cerned, desenes the preference to Homer. Neither 
do I know, that there u an; where to be found Greek 
of easier constmctiofl. Poetical Greek I mean ; and 
u for proat, 1 sbookl recommend Xenc^oa's Cyro- 
pgedia. That aim is a most ■mmmg narrative, and 
ten times easier to understand than the crabbed qn- 
granu «id scribblements of the minor poets, that are 
geoeraU; pat into the hands of bo^s, I took parti- 
cniar nptioe of the neatness of John's Greek character, 
which (let me tell you) deseirea it* share of commen- 
dation ; for to write the language legibly is not the 
lot of every man, who can read it. Witness myself 
for one. 

I like the little ode of Huntiogford's that you sent 
me. In snch natters we do not expect much novelty, 
or mnch depth of thought. The expression is all in 
all, which to me at least appears to be faultless. 

Adieu, my dear William ! We are well, and you 
and yours are ever the objects of our affectim. 

W. C. 



TO I4DY HESKETH. 

Olni;, Not. 9, ITSS. 
MY DEABKBT C0U8IM, 

Whose last most afiectionate letter has run in my 
bead ever since I recei*ed it, and which I now. sit down 
to answer two days sooner than the post will serve me ; 
I thank yoo for it, and with a warmth for which I am 



.Cookie 



1 16 ■ cowpbr's lbtteks. 196. 

sure you wilt give me credit, tbongh I da not tpeod 
many words in describing it. E do not seek ano 
iiiendi, not being altogetlier sure that I should 
Jind them, but have uiuqMakable pleasure in bang 
still beloved by ao old one. 1 hope that bow our 
correspondence has sufiered its last intemiptioD ; and 
that we shall go down together to the grave, chatting 
and chiT|Hng as merrily as such a scene, of things as 
this will permit. 

I am happy (hat my poems have pleased you. My 
volume has afforded me no such pleasure at any time, 
either w4iile I was writing it, or since its publication, 
as I have derived from yours and my uncle's opioioo 
of it I maiw certain allawwices for partiality, and 
for that pecutiar quickness of taste, with which you 
both relish what you like, and after all drawbacks, 
iq)on those accoimts duly made, find myself rich in 
the measure of your approbation that stiU remains. 
But above all I honoar John OiJpb, since it was he who 
first encouraged you to write. I made him on pur- 
pose to laugh at, and he served his purpose wdt ; but 
I am now in debt to him for a more valuable anjnisi- 
tion than all the laughter in the world amounts to, 
the recovery of my iuterconrte with you, which is to 
me inestimable. My benevolent and generous cousiQ^ 
when I was once a^ed if I wanted any thing, and 
^ven delicately enough to understand that the inquirer 
was ready to supply all my occasions, I thankfully tod 
civiUy, but positivdy, declined the favour. 1 oeithtf 
siifier, nor have suffered any such inccHivaiiffiices as I 
had not much rather endnre, than come under obliga- 
tioDs of that sort to a person comparatively witii 
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joundf a stranger to me. But to you I aiuw«r other* 
wise. I know you thoroughly, and the liberality of 
youT disposition ; and have that couiummate coa6- 
dence in Ibe sincerity of your wofa to serve me, that 
delivers me from all awkward cooslraint, and from all 
fear of treqnssing by acceptance. To you therefore 
I reply, yes. Whensoever, and whatsoever, and in 
what numier soever yon please ; and add moreover, 
that my advetioo for the giver is such, as vnil eocrease 
to me tenfold the aalisfactioD that I shall have in re- 
' cehdug. It it necessary however tbat I should let yon 
a little into the state of my finances, that you may 
not suppose them more narrowly drcumacribed than 
diey are. Since Mrs. Unwin and I have lived at Oloey, 
we have had but one purse, aUhough during tlie whole 
of that time, till lately, her income was nearly double 
mine. Her revenues indeed are now in some measure 
reduced, uid do not much exceed my own ; the worst 
consequence of this is, that we are forced to deny 
ourselves aome things which hitherto we have been 
belter able to afford, but they are such things as n«^ 
ther life, nor the well-beii^ of life dq>end upon. My 
own income has been better than il is, but when it 
was best, it would not have enabled me to live as my 
connexions demanded tbat I should, bad it not been , 
combuMd with a better than itself, at least at this end 
of the hingdom. Of this I bad full proof during 
three months that I q>ent iu lodgings at Huntingdon, 
in which lime by the help of good management, and a 
clear notion of economical matters, 1 contrived to 
spend the income of a twelvemonth. Now, my be- 
loved X^usm, you are in possession of the whole rase 
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as it stands. Strain no points to your own inooaw- 
nience or burt, for there b do need of it, but indulge 
yourself in commvuiicatiiig (no matter what) that you 
can spare without missiog it, uoce by so doing you 
will be sure to add to the comforts of uy life one of 
the sweetest that 1 can eujoy — a. token and proof of 
your affection. 

In tbe affiur of my nest publication, lowaid which 
you alsq offer me so kindly your assistance, there will 
be no need tiiat you should help rae in the manner 
that you propose. It will be a large work, cousisting, ' 
I should imagine, of six volumes at least. The twelfth 
of this month 1 shall have spent a year upon it, and 
it will cost me more than another. I do not love tbe 
booksellers well enough to make them a present of 
iuch a labour, but intend to publish by subscription. 
Your vote and interest, my dear Cousin, upon the oc- 
casion, if you please, but nothing more ! I will trouble 
you with some papers of proposals, when the time 
shall come, and am sure that you will circulate as 
many for me as yon can. Now my dear I am going 
to tell you a secret. It is a great secret, that you must 
not whisper even to your cat. No creature is at this 
moment apprised of it but Mrs. Unwin and her Son. 
I am making a new translatiim of Homer, and am on 
tbe point of finishing tlie twenty-first book of the 
Iliad. The reasons iqjon which I undertake this Her- 
culean labour, and by which I justify an enterprise in 
winch t seem so efiectually auttcq>at(d by Pope, ai- 
thoogb in &ct he has not anticipated me at all, I may 
possibly give you, if you wish for them, when 1 can 
find nothing more interesting to say. A period 
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which I do not conceive to b« mry near ! I have iiot 
ansirerMt mtaiy things iu your letter, nor cnn do it at 
present for want of room. I cannot believe but that 
I should know you, notwithstanding all that time may 
have done. Thefe is not a feature of your 6ce, 
could I meet it upon the road by itiel^ that I should 
not instantly recoUeet. 1 should ny, that ii my 
coup's nose, or those are her lipi and her chin, and 
no woman upon earth can claim them but herself. 
As for me, I am a very smart youth of my yean. I 
am not indeed gn>wn gray >o mocfa as I am grown 
bald. No matter. There was more Imir in the world 
than ever had the honour to belong to me. Accord- 
in^y ItaviDg found just enough to cari a little at my 
ears, and to intermiK with a httle of my own that 
still hangs behind, I appear, if you see me in an aftet^ 
noon, to have a very decent head-dress, not easily dis- 
tingoisbed firom my natural growth; which being 
worn with a small bag, and a Uack ribbon idraul ray 
neck, continues to me the charms of my youth, even 
<m the verge of age. Away with the feu of miling 
too often. 

Yours, my dearest cousin, 

W.C. 

P. S. ^Thftt the view I give you of myaelf may 

be complete, I add the two following hems — ^Hmt I 
am in debt to nobody, and that 1 grow tat. 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 



HT DBABBST COCSIN, 

I AH glad that I alwaji loved you as I did. It re- 
leases me from any occasion to uiq>ect that mj pre- 
sent affeclitm for you b indebted for its eibtence to 
any selfish coDsiderotians. No, I am sure I love you 
disiatercsledly, and for your own sake, because I 
never thought of you wiUi any other seosations than 
those of the truest afiectiou, even while I was under 
tbe infiuHioe of a persuasion that I should never bear 
irom you a^in. But with my present ftelings, su- 
peradded to those that I always had for you, I find it 
noeaiy matter to do justice to my lensationi. I per- 
ceive myself in a state of miud similar to that of the 
traveller, described in Pope's Messiah, who, as he 
passes through a sandy desert, starts at the sudden 
and unexpected soimd of a waterfall,- You have 
placed me in a situation new to me, and in which I 
ieel myself somewhat puizled how I ought to behave. 
At the same time that I would not grieve you, by 
putting a check upon your bounty, I would be as 
careful not to abuse it, as if I were a miser, and ttie 
qnestiou not about your money, but my own. 

Although I do uot suspect that a secret to you, 
my cousin, is any burthen, yet having maturely con- 
sidered that point, since I wrote my last, I feel myself 
altogether disposed to release you from the injuiic- 
tion, to that eflect, under which I laid you. 1 have 
now made such a progress in my translation, that 1 
need neither fear that 1 shall stop short of the cad, 
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nortbat any Other rider of Pegasus should overtake 
me. Therefore if at any time it should All fairly in 
your way, or you should ieel yourself invited to say 
I am so occupied, you have my poetsbip's Iree per- 
mission.* Dr. JidiDson read, and recommended my 
first volume. 

W. C. 

TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

No.. 9, ITBS. 
MTDEAB FBlEND, 

Yon deared me to return your good brother, the 
bishop's charge as soon as I conveniently could, and 
the neather teiving forbidden us to hope for tlie plea- 
sure of seeing yon, and Mrs. Bagot with you, tbis 
morning, I return it now, lest, as you told me that 
your stay in tbis country would be ^ort, you should 
be gone before it could reach you. 

1 wish, as you do, that the charge ui question could 
find its way into all the parsonages in the nation. It 
it so generally applicable, and yet so pointedly en- 
forced, that it deserves the most extensive spread. I 
find in it the happiest mixture of spiritual authority, 
the meekness of a christian, and the good maimere of 
a gentleman. It has convinced nie, that the poet, who, 
like myself, shall take the hberty to pay the author 
of sudi valuable admonition a compliment, shall do 
at least as much honour to himself as to liis subject 
Youn, 

W.C 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Dr. M, 1T8S. 
MY DEAB TBIENn, 

You would bxve fouod a letter from me H Mr. 
■ % according to your assignation, had not ibe 
fwst, setimg out two hours sooner than the usual 
time, prevented me. The Odyssey that you sent lias 
but one fault, at least but one that I have discovered, 
ivhich is, that I cannot read it The very attempt, tf 
persevered in, would soon make me as blind as Homer 
was himself. I am now in the last book of the Iliad ; 
shall be obliged to you therefore for a mote le^ble 
one by the first opportunity. 

I wrote to Johnson lately, desiring him to give me 
advice and information on the subject of proposals 
for a subscription ; and he desired me in his answer 
not to use tlmt mode of publication, but to treat with 
him ; adding, that he could make me lUch ofleh, as (he 
beUeved) I should approve. I have replied to his 
letter, but abide by my first purpose. 

Having occasion to write to Mr. , concern- 
ing his princely benevolence, extended this year also 
to the poor of Olney, I put in a good word for my 
poor self likewise, and have received a very obliging 
and encouraging answer. He promises me six names 
in particular, that (he says) wiU do me no discredit, 
and expresses a wish to be served with papers as soon 
as they shall foe printed. 

I meet with encouragement from all quarters, such 
as I find need of indeed b an enterprise of such 
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length aqd momeDt, but such as at the same time I 
find efiectual. Homer is not a poet to he translated 
tuiderthe disadTantage of doubts and direction. 

let me sing the praises of the desk which 

has sent me. In general, it b as elegant as possible. 
In particular, it is of cedar, beautifully lacquered. 
When -put together, it assumes the form of a hand- 
some small chest, and ccmtains all sorts of accommo- 
dations ; it is inlaid with ivory, and serves the purpose 
of a reading desk. 

Your affectionate 

W.C. 



TO JOSEPH HILL. ESQ. 

DwkH, nas. 

HY DBAS FRIEND, 

Till 1 bad made snch a progress in my present un- 
dertaking, as to put it out of all doubt that, if I lived, 
I should proceed in, and finisli it, I kept the matter 
to myself. It would have done me little honour to 
have t(dd my friends that I had an arduous enterprise 
in hand, if afterwards I must have told them that I 
had drc^>ped it. Knowing it to have been universally 
the opinion of the literati, ever since they have allowed 
themselves to consider the matter coolly, that a trans- 
lation, properly so called, of Homer, is, notwithstand- 
ing what Pope Las done, a desideratum in the English 
language, it struck me, thai an attempt to supply the 
deficiency would be an honourable one ; and having 
nude myself, in fonner yean, somewhat critically a 
nuster of the original, I was by this double consider- 
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ation ioduced to make the altempt mywlf. T am uow 
transhtiiig into blank vene the last book of the Iliad, 
and mcBD Id publish by subscription, 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

»1 DEAR WILLIAM, 

YoD have learned from my last that I am now ctm- 
ducting myself upon the plan that you recommended 
to me in the summer. But since I wrote it, I have 
made still farther advances in my nego<uation with 
Johnson. The proposals are adjusted. The pioot- 
sfaeet bas been prinled off, corrected, and retunted. 
Tliey will be sent abroad as soon as I make up a com- 
plete list of the penonages and persons to whom I 
would have them sent ; which in a few days I hope 
to be able to accomplish. JiAnson behaves very 
well, at least according to my conception of the mat* 
ler, and seems sensible that 1 have dealt liberally with 
bim. He wishes me to be a gainer by my labours, in 
bis own words, " to put sometfaing handsome into 
my pocket," and recommends two lai^ quartos for 
the whole. He would not (he says) by any menu 
advise aii extravagant price, and has fised it at three 
guineas: the Italf, as usual, to be paid at tbe time of 
subscribing, the remainder on delivery, five hundred 
names Qae adds) at this price will put above a thou- 
sand pounds into my purse. I am doing my best to 
obtain them. Mr. Newlon b warm in my service, 
and can do not a little. I have of course written to 
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Mr. Bpgot; who, when he was here, wilh much e^r- 
nestoeM and affection intreated me so to do, as sooo 
as I should have settled die cnnditions. If I could 
get Sir Richaid Sutton's address, I would write to 
faim also, though I have beeu but once in lus f^mpauiiL. 
aioce I left Westminster, where he and I Tead the 
Iliad and Odvssey through together. I enclose Lord 
Dartmouth's answer to my application, which I will 
get you to show to Lady Hesketfa, because it will 
pkase ber, I shall be glad if you can make an c^. 
portunity to call on her, during your preKot stay in 
town. You observe therefore that I am not wanting 
to myself. He tbat is so, has no just claim on the a»i 
nstance of others, neither shall myself have cuue to 
complain of me in other respects. I Ihank you for 
yoor friendly libts, and precautions, ud shall not 
fail to ^ve them the guidance of my pen. I respect 
the public, and I respect myself, and had lather vrant 
bread than expose myself wantonly to the condemna" 
tion of eitber. I hate the affectation so frequenUy 
found in authors, of n^ligenee and slovenly slight- 
ness ; and in the present case am, senuble how neces- 
sary it is to shun them, when t undertake the vast and 
invidious labour of doing better than Pope has done 
befbie me. I thank you for all that you have said 
and done in my. cause, and beforehand for all that 
yon riiall say and do hereafter. 1 am sure that there 
will be no deficiency on yoni paiL In particular I 
thank you for taking such jealpui care of qiy hoqonr 
and respectability, when the man you mention a{^lied 
for samples of my translation. Who) I deal in wine, 
cloth, or cheese, I will {pve samples, but of verse 
M 2 
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never. No consideration would have induced me to 
eompty witli ttie gentleman's demand, unless lie could 
have assured me that his wife had loaged. 

I hare frequently tlioughl with pleasure of the 
Mimraer that you have had in your heart, while you 
have been employed in softening the severity of winter 
in bdialf of so many who must otherwise have been 
exposed to it. 1 wish that you could make a geD^a] 
gaol-detiverj, leaving only those behind who cannot 
elsewhere be so properly disposed of. You never 
said a better thing in your life, than when you assured 

Mr. of the expediency of a gift of bedding lo 

the poor of Oluey. There is no one aHicle of thb 
worid's comforts, with which, as Falstaff says, tliej 
are so heinously unprovided. When a poor woman, 
and an honest one, whom we know well, carried home 
two pair of blankets, a pair for herself and husband 
and a pau- for her six children ; as soon as the childi^ 
■aw them, they jumped out of their straw, caught 
them in their arras, kissed tbem, blessed thenr, and 
danced for joy. An <Jd woman, a very old one, the 
first night that she found herself so comfortably co- 
vered, couM not sleep a wink, b«ng kept awake by 
the contrary emotions, of transport on the one hand, 
and the fear of not being thankfid enough oa tbe 
other. 

It just occurs to me, to say, that this manuscript of 
mine will be ready for the press, as I hope, by tbe end 
of February. I shall have finished the Hiad in aboal 
ten days, and shall proceed immediately to the revisal 
of the whole. You must, if possibfe, come down to 
Olney, if it be only that you may take the charge of 



i02. COVPBE'S LBTTEBS. 127 

ib safe delivery to JofansoD. For if by auy accideul 
ir'Aiould be lost, I am undone— tbe first copy being 
but a-lean counlerpart of tbe second. 

Vour mother joins with roe in love and good wishes 
of every kind, to you, and all yours. 

Adieo, 

^««B« W.C. 

TO LADY UESKETH. 

Ju. to, 1786. 

It gave me great frieasure that you fonud my friend 
Uawin, what 1 was sure you would find him, a most 
agreeable man. I did not usher him b with the 
narrow-boues and cleaven of high- sounding pane- 
gyric, both because I was certain that whatsoever 
merit he had, your discernment would mark it, and 
because it is possible to do a man material injury by 
BiAiiig his praise his harbinger. It is eaj^ to raise 
expectation to such a pitch, that the reality, be it ever 
to excellent, must necessarily fall below it. 

I hold myself much uidebted to Mr. , of 

wfaom I have the first information from yourself, both 
for his friendly disposition towards me, and for the 
manner in which be roaiki the defects in my volume. 
An author must be tender indeed to wince on being 
toncbed so geolty. It is undovbledly as he says, and 
as you and my uncle say. Yon cannot be all mis- 
taken, neither is it at all probable that any of yon 
should be so. I take it for granted therefore that 
there are ineqnaltties in the composition, and I do 
assure you, my dear, most feithfuUy, that if it should 
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reach a second editioo, I nill spare no pains to im- 
prove it. It may. serve nie for an agreeable amnw- 
inent perhaps wbes Homer shall be goae and daoe 
with. The first edition of poems tias generally been 
susceptible of improTement. Pope, I , believe, oever 
published one in his life that did not uDdet|;o varia- 
tions ; and bis longest pieces, many. 1 will only ob- 
serve, that inequalities there most be always, and in 
every woi^ of length. Tliere are level parts of every 
subject, parti which we cannot vrith propriety attempt 
to elevate. They are by nature humble, and can oidy 
be made to assume an awkward and imcouth appear- 
ance by being mounted. But again I take it for 
granted that this remark does not apply to the matter 
of your objection. You were sufficiently aware of it 
before, tmd have no need that I should siifgest it 
as an apology, could it have served that i^ce, but 
would have made it for me yourujf. In trutli, m; 
dear, bad you Imown in what anguish <^ mind I 
wrote the whole of that poem, and -under what per- 
petual iiiterruptions from a cause that has ^ipce heeii 
removed, so that sometimes 1 bad not an opportunity 
of writing more than three lines at a sittiiig, you 
would long since have wondered as much as I do my-!' 
self, that it turned out aiiy thing better than Grub- 
street 

My Cousin, give yourself no trouble to God out any 
of the Hagi to scrutinize my Homer. I can do 
without them ; and if I were nni conscious that I have 
DO need of their belp, I would be the first to call foe 
it. Assure yourself that 1 intend to be careful to the 
utmost line of all possible caution, both with re^ct 
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to language and veraificatioD. I will not sewl a veree 
to tlie press, that sliall not have undergoiw the strict- 
nt eiaminution. 

A snbsierfttion is surely on every account the most 
eligittle mocle of publication. When I shall have 
emptied lb« purses of my friends, and of their friends, 
into my own, I am still free to le*y contributions upon 
the world at large, aad I shall then have a Aind to 
defra)' the expenses of a new edition. I have or- 
dered JohiMMi to print the proposals immediately, 
and hope that they will kiss your hands before the 
week is expired. 

I have had the kindest letter from Josephus that I 
ever had. He mentifMied my purpose to one of the 
Masters of Eton, who r(f)lied, that " such a work is 
much wanted." 

Afiectionalely yours, 

W.C. 

TO THE Eiv. WILUAM UNWIN. 



MY DBAB WILLIAM, 

I AM glad diat you have seen Lady Heskelh. I knew 
that you would find her every thing tbat is amiable 
and elegant. Else, being my relation, 1 would never 
have shown her to you. She also was delighted with 
ber visitor, and expects the greatest pleasure in seeing 
you again ; but is under some apprehensions that a 
tender regard for the drom of your ear may keep yoM 
from her. Never mind! You have two drams; and 
if she should crack both, I will buy you a trumpet. 



130 cowpbb's lettbss. 205. 

General Cowper baying mudi pre»ed me to accms- 
pan; my pn^jals with a «peciin«D, I have tent him 
one. It ii taken from the twenty-fourth book of.tbq 
Iliad, and is part of the mterview between Piiain and 
Achilles. Tell me, if it be pouible for any man to teU 
me — why did Homer learn off at the burial of Hectoil 
Is it pouible that be coitld be detenitioed to it by a 
conceit. m> little worthy of him. as thai, having made 
the number of his books completely the alphabetical 
number, he would not for the joke's sake proceed any 
£u1lier i Why did he not give us the death of Achilles, 
and the destruction of Troy ? Tell me also, if the 
critics, with Aristotle at their head, have not found 
that be left off exactly where he should ; and that 
eveiy epic poem, to all generations, is bound to 
conclude with the burial of Hector P I do not in the 
least doubt it. Therefore, if I live to write a dozen 
epic poems, I will always take care to bury Hector, 
and to briitg all malten at that pomt to au immediate 
conclusion. 

I had a truly kind letter from Mr. , written 

immediately on his recovei^ from the fever. I am 
bound (o honour James's powder, not only for the 
services it has often rendered to myself, but still more 
for having been the means of preserving a life ten 
limes more valuable to society, than mine is ever 
likely to be. 

You say — " why should I trouble you with my 
troubles }" I answer — " Why not i What is a friend 
good for, if we may not lay one end of the sack upon 
his shoolders, while we ounelves carry the other i" 

Vou see your duty 1o God, and your duty to youf 
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neigfabottr ; aod you pnctiie both with yoar beit abi- 
K^. Yet a certain penmn accounts you blind. I 
would that all the world were so blind eren as yon are. 
Bnt there are Bome in it, who, Uke the ChJaese, say.— 
" We have two eyea ; and other uatioiu bare but 
one !*' I am ^ad however that iii yonr one eye yoa 
have s^ht enough to discoTer that such censures aie 
not worth minding. 

I thank you heartily Tor every step yon take ia tbe 
advancement of my present purpose. 

Contrive to pay Lady H. a long visit, fi>r she hat a 
ihoosand thmgs to say, 

Youn, my dear William, 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. WALTER BAOOT. 

]m. U, 1TS6. 
MT DBAS FBIENH, 

I HAVE just time to give yon an batty ikie to explain 
to you tbe delay that the publication of my proposals 
has unexpectedly encountered, and at wbich I suppose 
that you have been somewhat surprised. 

I have a near relation io London and awarm friend 
in Geaeret Gowper; he is also a persMi as able n 
wQling to render me material service I lately made 
him acqumnted with my design of sending into tbe 
worid a new Thmsbtion of Homer, and told him that 
my papers would soon attend him. He soon after 
desired that I would am>ex to them a ^echnen of tba 
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work. To Mi I at first objected, for reuoQs th&t 
need not be enumerated here ; but at last acceded to 
hu advice; and accordingly tbe da.; before yesterday 
I sent biDi a qtecinieu. It consists of one hnndred 
and seven boea, and is taken from the interview be- 
tween Priam and AchtUes in the last book. 1 diose 
to extract from the latter cad of the poem, and as 
near to the close of it as possible, that I might encou- 
lage a hope in the readers of it, that if they found it 
in some degree worthy of their approbation they 
would tind the former parts of the work not. less so. 
For if a writer flags any where, it must be when be is 
near the end. 

My subscribers will have an option ^ven (hem in 
the prcqiosals respectmg the- price. My predecessor 

in the samebunness was not quite so moderate 

.You may say po'haps (at least if your kmdness 

for rae did not prevent it, you would be ready to say) 
. " It is well— but do you place yourself on a level with 
Pope i" I answer, or rather ikmtld answer — " By no 
means-^ot as a poet ; bnt as a tnuulator of Homer, 
if I did not expect and believe that I should even sur- 
pass him, why have I meddled with Uiis matter at altt 
If I confess inferiority, I repT(^ate my own undertak- 
ing," 

When I can hear of tlie rest ofthe bishops, that they 
preach and live as your brother does, I will think more 
nqpectfiiUy of (hem than I feel inclined to do at 
present. They may be learned, and I know that some 
of them are; but yonr brother, learned as be is, has 
other more powerful recommendalioni. Persuade 
him to publish his poetry, and I promise you that be 
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shall fii)d as wann and sinceie aa admirer m me as hi 
any man that lives. 

Yours, my dear friend. 

Very affeclioDalely, 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. WALTER BAQOT. 

Ju. £3, 17SIS. 
MY DEAR AND FAITHFUL FBIEND, 



The paragraph that I am dow begiQniag will cob- 
laio information of a kind that 1 am not very fond of 
communicating, and on a subject that I aui not very 
food of writing about. Only to you I will open my 
budget without reserve, because I kuow that in what 
concerns ray authorship you take an interest that 
demands my confidence, and will be pleased with 
every occurrence that is at all propitious to my 
endeavours. Lady Hesketh, who, had she as many 
months as Virgil's Fame, with a ttmgue in each, would 
employ them all in my service, writes me word that 
Dr. Maty of the Museum has read my Task. I can- 
not even to you relate what he says of it; though, 
when I b^;an this story, I thought I bad courage 
enough to tell it boldly. He designs however to give 
his opinion of it in his next monthly Review^ and 
being informed that I was about to finish a tnms* 
lation of Homer, asked her Ladyship's leave to inen- 

VCL. II. N 
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tioQ tbe cutntmbiiice on that occenon. l^ii iDcklent 
pl«vea oie tfae more, because 1 bave authentic intelli- 
gence of bis bang a critical character tn all its forms, 
acute, sour, and blunt ; and so incorruptible withal, 
and >o unsusceptible of' bias from undne motives, 
that, as m; correspondent informs me, be would not 
praise hit own mother, did be not think she deserved 
it 

Tbe said Twk is likewise gone to Oxford, conveyed 

diither by an intimate iirieiid of Dr. -, with a 

purpose of putting it into bis bands. My friend, 
what will they do wilh me at Oxford? Will they bum 
me at Carfitx, or will they anathematize me w'tib bdl, 
book, and candle ? I can say with more truth than 
Ovid did— Pome nee invito. 

Ihe said Dr. -^ has been heard to say, and I 

gire you his own words, (stop both yonr ears while I 
utter them) " that Homer has never been translated, 
and that Pope was a fool." Very irreverent language 
to be sure, but in connderation of the subject on 
which he used them, we will pardon it, even in a dean. 
One of the masters of Eton told a friend of mine 
btely, that a translation of Homer is much wanted. 
So now you have all my news. • • 

Yours, my dear friend, cordially, 

W.C. 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 



Oliqi, Ju. at, 17U. 

It is ver^? pleasant, m; dearest Couno, to receive a 
preseut so delicately couveyedas that wLich I received 
io lately from Anonyinoiu ; but it is also very painful 
lo have nobody to thank for it. I liud myaelf there- 
fore driven by stress of oecessily to the following reso- 
lutioti, viz. that I will coiuttilute you my Ihank-re- 
ceivei- general for whatsoever gift 1 shall receive here* 
after, as well as for those that I have already rec eived 
Jrom a nameless benelactor. I therefore thank you, 
my CousiD, for a most elegant present, including the 
most elegant compliment that ever poet was honoured 
with i for a inuff-box of tortoise-shell, with a beau- 
tifiii landscape on the lid of it, glazed with cry- 
stal, having the ligures of three hares in ibe fore- 
ground, and inscribed above with these words, Tht 
PegsatU't Neat — and belowwitb Ihese— Tinej, Pvaa, 
and Bets. For all and every of these I tliauk you, 
and also for standing prosy on this occasion. Nor 
must I forget to thank you, that so soon after I had 
sent you the first letter of An(»iynioeiB, I received ano- 
ther in the same hand-— There ! Now I am a httle 
easier. 

I have almost conceived a design to send up half a 
dozen stout country fellows, to tie by the leg lo their 
respective bedposts the company that so abridges 
your opportunity of writing to roe. Your letters are 
the joy of my heart, and I cannot endure to be rob- 
bed, by I know not whom, of half ny treasure. But 
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HK^e^is no comfort without a drawback, and Uierefbre 
it is that I, who have unknown fiieuds, have uukoowii 
enemies also. Ever since I wrote Jast I find mjself in 
lietter health, and my nocturnal spasms and fever 
considerably abated. I uitend to write to Dr. Kerr 
on Thursday, tliat I may gratify him with an account 
of my ameudment ; for to him I know that it will be 
a gratificalioD. Were he not a physician, I diould 
regret that he lives so distant, for he is a must agree- 
able man ; but being what he is, it would be imposu- 
ble to have his company, even if he were a neighbour, 
unless in time of sckneya ; at which time, whatever 
charms he might have himself, my own must necessa- 
rily lose much uf their effect on him. 

When I write to you, my dear, whati have already 
related to the General, I am always fearful lest I 
should tell you that for news- with which you are well 
acquainted. For once however I wilt venture. — On 
Wednesday last I received from Johnson the MS. 
copy of a specimen, that I had sent to the General ', 
and, enclosed in the same cover, notes upon it by an 
nnknown critic, Johnson, in a short letter, recom- 
mended him to me as a man of unquestionable learn- 
ing and ability. On perusal and consideration of his 
remarks, I found him sucbj and having nothing so 
much at heart as to give all possible security to your- 
self and the General, that my work shall not come 
forth iiDhnished, I auswered Johnson, that I would 
gladly submit my us. to his friend- Me is in truth a 
very clever fellow, perfectly a strainer to me, and one 
who 1 promise you will not spare for severity of ani- 
niadveniffn, where he shall fhid occa^u. It b im- 
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pooible fipr 790, m; dearest Coiuin, to express giwvii 
Ihnt I do iKtt equally feel a wisfa to gratify. You are 
desirous that Maty should see a book of my Homer, 
and tot that reason if Maty will see a book of it, he 
shall be welcome, although tine is likely to be pee 
cious, and coosequ^itty any delay, that is not absolute- 
ly necessary, as mudi as possible to be avoided. I am 
nov revising the Iliad. It is a business that will cost 
me four months, perhaps five; for I compare the very 
words as I go, and if much altetatiou should occur, 
mnst transcnbe the whole. The first book I have 
almost transcribed already. To these five months 
JohnatHi says that lUDe more mnst be added for print- 
ing, and npon my own experience I will venture to 
assure you, that the tardiness of printers will make 
those nine njontlis twelve. There is duiger therefore 
that my subscribers may think that I make thpm wait 
too long, and that they who know me not, may sus- 
pect a bubble. How glad shall I be to read it over 
in an evening, book by book, as &st as I settle the 
copy, to you, and to Mrs. Unwin ! She bus been my 
touchstooe always, and without reference to ber taste 
and judgment 1 have printed nothing. With one of 
you at each elbow I shonld think myself the happiest 
of all poets. 

The Goieral and I, having broken the ice, are 
iqxin the most comfortable terms of correspondence. 
He writes veiy a&ctionately to me, and I say every 
thing to him that conies uppermost. I could not 
write frequently to any creature living, upon any 
other terms than those. He tells me of infirmities 
that he has, which make him less active than be was. 
S3 
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I am torry to bear that he has any such. Alas ! Alas ! 
he waa yoang when I saw him, only twenty years 
ago. 

1 have Ihe most affectionate letter imaginable from 
Cobnftn.'whn writes to me like a brother. 'Hie 
Chancellor is yet dumb. 

May God have you in his keeping, my bdoved 

Farewell, 

W. C 



IX) LADY H£SKETH. 

OJw;, Feb.g.ITBS. 
' MY DSAREST COUSIN, 

I HAVE been impatient to tell yoa that I am impatient 
to see you again. Mrs. Unwiii partakes with me in all 
my feelings upon this subject, and longs also to see 
you. t should have fold you so by Ihe last post, but 
have been so completely occupied by this tormeotii^ 
spedmeo, that it was impossible to do it. I seat the 
General a letter on Monday, that would distress and 
alarm him ; I sent him another j-esterday, that will I 
hope quiet him again. Johnson has apologised very 
civilly for the muhitude of his friend's strictures ; and 
his friend has promised to confine himself iu future to 
a comparison nf me with the original, so that (I doubt 
not) we shall jog on merrily together. Aud now, my 
dear, let me tell you once more, that your kindness in 
promising us a visir has charmed us both. I shall see 
you again. I shall hear your voice. We shall take 
walks together. I will show you my prospects, the 
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boTel, the alcove, the Ouse, mid its banks, ever; thing 
that I have described. 1 anticipate the pltasure of 
those days not verv far distant, and feel a part of it at 
tlib moment. T^lk not of an inn ! Mention it not for 
^ourlife! We have never had so many vishora, but 
we could easily accommodate them all ; though we 
have received Unwin, and his wift,. and his sbter, and 
his son all at once. My dear, I will not let you come 
till the end of May, or beginning of June, because be- 
fore that time tny greenhouse will not be ready to re- 
ceive us, and it is the only {feasant room belonging to 
us. When the plants go out, we go in. I line it with 
mats, and spread the floor with mats; and there you 
shall sit with a bed of migniooette at your side, and a 
hedge of honeysuckles, roses, and jasmine ; and I will 
make you a bouquet of myrtle every day. Sooner 
tiiau the time I mention the country will not be ui 
complete beauty. And I will tell you what you sball 
find at your first entrance. Imprimis, as soon as you 
have entered the vestibule, if you cast a look on either 
side of you, you shall sec on the right h»ud a box of 
my making. It is the box in which have been lodged 
all my hares, and in which lodges Puss at present. 
But he, poor fellow, is worn out with age, and pro- 
mises to die before you can sec him. On the tight 
hand, stands acnpboard, the work of the same author; 
it was once a dove-cage, but 1 transformed it. Oppo- 
site to you stands a table, which I also made. But a 
merciless servant Itaving scrubbed it until it became 
paralytic, it serves no purpose now but of ornament; 
and all my clean shoes stand under it. On the left 
band, at the farther end of this superb vestibute, yon 
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will find Ibe door of the pBrioflTi into wlodi I«iUcoDt< 
duct you, and wbere I irill introduce >au to Mre. Ud- 
wiO) unleu we should meet I|Br berore, and where we 
will be aa happ<r as the day is long. Order yoorself, 
my Cousin, to the Swan at Newport, and there you 
(ball find me ready to conduct you to Olney. 

My dear, l have told ^mer what you say about 
casks and unis, and have asked him, whether be ia 
■ure that it is a cask, in whicb Jupiter keeps bis wine. 
He m^rs that it is a cask, and that it will dckt be 
any thing better than a cask to eternity. So if tiie 
God is content with it> we must ev^ wonder at hii 
taste, and be so too. 

Adieu ! my dearest, dearest Cousin, 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

OlH7,i;*.l^,.]7Blt. 
HT DBASHST COUSIN, 

It must be (I suppose) s fortnight or thereabout since 
I wrote last, I feel myself so alert and so re^dy to 
write again. Be that as it may, beie I i^ome. We 
talk of Dobody bid you. Wlrat we will do with you 
when we get you, where you shall widk, wliere you 
shall sleep, in short every thing that bears the re- 
motest relation to your well-bei&g at Olney, occufua 
all our talking time, which is all that I do not apoid 
at Troy. 

I have every reason for writing to you as oflEoi as I 
can, but I have a particular reason for doing it now. 
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I want to tetl yoa that b; the Diligence on Wednesday 
next, I luean to send you a quire of my Homer for 
M&ty's perusal. It will coDtain the first book, and as 
mnch of the second as brings us to tbe catalogue of 
tbe ships, and is every morsel of the revised copy that 
1 have ttaoscribed. My dearest Cousm, read it your- 
self, let tbe General read it, do what you please with 
it, so that it reach Johnson in due time. But let Ma- 
^ be the only Critic that has any thing to do with it. 
The vexation, the perplexity, that attends a multipli- 
city of criticbras by various hands, many of which are 
sure to be futile, many of them ill-founded, and some 
of them ooatradictury to others, is inconceiTable, ex- 
c^t by the author, whose ill-lUted wor^ Jiappens to be 
the subject of them. This also appears to me self- evi- 
dent, that if a work have passed under the review of 
ooe man of taste and leamm^, and have had the good 
fortune to please him, bis appruhation gives secarity 
for that of all others qualified like himself. I speak 
thus, my dear, after having just escaped from such a 
■form of trouble, occasioned by endless remarks, hints, 
ni^iestions, and ot^ectiuns, as drove me also to de- 
spair, and to tbe very verge of a resdntien to drop my 
utideitaking for ever. With infinite difficulty 1 at last 
sifted the chaff from tbe wheat, availed mysdfofwfaat 
appeared to me to be just, and rejected the rnt, but 
not till the labour and anxiety had nearly undone aU 
that Kerr had been doing for me. My beloved Coih 
■in, trust me for it, as you safely may, that ' temper, 
vanity, and self-importance, had notbbg to do m aH 
this distress that I snared. It was merely the effect 
of an aiann, that I could not help taking, whea I com- 
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pued the great trouble I had witli a few lines only, 
tiiiuiuuidled,]wiiht)iatwhidilf9rejaw such band liog 
of ihe wbule must neceswrily give me I felt befor^- 
band rhdl my constitutiou would not beai it, I shall 
send up. this second specimen in a bos, that I bare had 
made ou purpose ; and when Maty has done with the 
GC^y, and you have done with it yourself, then you. 
mu^t i^tura it in laid box to my Iranslatorship. 
Though Johnson's friend has teased me sadly, I \-erily 
believe thdl T shall have no more such cause to. com- 
plain of bim. We now understand one another, and, 
I fituily believe that 1 might have gone the worid. 
through, before 1 had found his equal in an accurate 
and iiuniUar acquaintance with the original. 

A letter to Mr. Urban iii the last, Gentleman's Ma- 
gazine, of which I's book is the sul^ject, [rieues me 
nu^ie than any thing 1 have ,seen in the way of eulo- 
gium yet. I have po guess of the author. 

1 do not wish to remind the Chancellor of his pro- 
mise. AA you why, my Cousin? Because I sni^wse 
it would be impossible, He has no doubt forgottea 
it entirely, and would be obliged to take my word for 
the truth of it, which I could not bear. We drank 
tea logetiier with Mrs. C ■ e, and her Sister, in 
King-rtreet, Bloomsbury, and there wa» the promise 
mad^. I taidT—" Tburlow, 1 am nobody, aod shall 
be always uubody, and you will be Chaucellcff. You 
shall provide for me when you are." He smiled, and 
replied, " I surely will." " These ladie^" said I, " are 
witnesses." He still smiled, and said — " Let them be 
so, for I will certainly do it." But alas! twenty-four 
yean have passed siwie the ^yof the date thereof; 
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and to ineatioh it dow wouM be to upbraid him with 
inatteution to his plighted troth. Neilher do I snp- 
pose Ik could essilj serve such a creature as I am, if 
he would. 

Adieu, whom I love entireir, 

w.c. 



TO LADY HESKBTH. 

Ototy, Ml. 19, ITSO. 
Mr DBARBST COesiN, 

SiNCB so it roust be, so it shall' be. If you will not 
sleep UDder the roof of a Alend, may you never sleep 
under the roof of an enemy i An enemy however you 
will not preaently find. Mn. Unwb bids me meution 
ber a&ctioDBtely, aud tell you that she willingly gives 
tip a part, for the sake of the rest, wilhngly, at least 
as Jw as willin^y may consist witil some retactance ; 
I SkI my relnctance too. Uur design was, that yon 
should have dept in the room that serves me for a 
study, and its having been occupied by you would 
have been an additional recommendittiMi of it to nie> 
Bot all reluctances are superseded by the tbooght of 
seeing you: and because we have solhing so much at 
heart as the wiab to sec you happy and comfortable, 
we are desirous tberefore to accommodate you to your 
own mind, and not to ours. Mrs. Unwin has already 
secured for yon an apartment, or rather two, just such 
as we could with. Tlie house in which you will lind 
tbem is within thirty yards of our own, and opposite 
to it. The whotet)ffiuristhusGommodiously«4iusted; 
and now I have notfaing to do but lo wish for June ; 
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iDd Jane, my Coiraa, was never so wished for, nnce 
June was made. 1 shall have a Ibouniid things to 
hear, and a thousand to say, and tbe^ will all rush 
into ny mind together, till it will be so crowded, with 
thing! impatient to be said, that for some time I shall 
saj' nothing. But no matter — sooner or later they 
will alt come out ; and since we shall have you the 
longer for not having you under our own roof (a cir- 
cnmslaace, Ihatrmore than any thing, reconciles us to 
that measure), they will stand the better chance. 
After BO long a separation, a separation that of late 
seemed likely to last for life, we shall meet each other 
as alive from tlie dead ; and for my own part I can 
truly say, that 1 have not a friend injthe other world, 
whose f<>nirrection would give me greater pleasure. 

I am truly ha|ipy, my dear, in having pleased you 
with what you have seen of my Homer. I ni^ that 
all &igliah readers had your unsophisticated, or rather 
imadulterated taste, and could relish simplicity like 
yon. But I am well aware that in this respect I am 
under a disadvanlaga, and that many, especially many 
ladies, missing many turns and prettinesses of expres- 
sion, that tltey have admired in Pope, will account my 
translation in those particulars defective. But 1 com- 
fort myself with the thought, that in reality it is no 
defect ; on the contrary, that the want of all sui^ em- 
bellishments as do not belong to the original will be 
one of its principal merits with persons indeed capable 
of relishii^ Homer. He a the best poet that ever 
lived for taaay reasons, but for nooe more than for 
that majestic pjainurss that distinguishes him from 
all others. As an accomjdisbed person moves grace- 
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iialiy without tbinking of it, ia like Onraer the dignity 
of Homer aeenis to cost him do labour. It wta natu- 
ral to him to uj great things aod to uj them nell, 
tad Ihlle omamentB were beneath his notice. If Ha* 
t;, my dearest Consin, should return to you my copy 
with Buy iiudh (triciansu nmy make it necemry for 
ise to see it again, beftve it goM to Jotuwdn, in that 
case you shall send it to me, odienriK to Jirftnion 
immediately ; f<Mr be writes me word be wishes his 
friend to go to work upon it as soon as posuble. 
When yon come, my dear, we will hang all these cri- 
tici together. For they have worried me without re- 
mofie or conscieDce. At least one of them has. I 
-bad BctaaUy murdered aiore than a few of the best 
luies in the qMcimen, in com[^Dce with his retpiisi- 
tions, but plucked up my courage at last, aad h the 
very last opportuniQ that I bad, recovered thebi to 
life again by restoring the original readings At the 
same time I readily confess that the specraien u the 
better for all this discipline its author has undeigooe ; 
but then it has been more indebted lor ib improve- 
ment to that pointed accuraqr of cianinalion, to 
which I was myself excited, than to any proposed 
amendments from Mr. Critic ; for as sure as you ue 
my Cousin, whom I long to see at Obey, so suidy 
would be have done me irrqwmble miochief, if I yfoaiii 
have given him leave. 

My friend Bagot vrrites to roe m a most fiiendly 
stnin, and caUs loudly upon me for wiginal poetiy. 
"When I riiall have done with Homer, probably he wiH 
not call in vaui. Havmg found the ftiime feather of a 

VQL. II. o 



\46 COWPER'S LBTTEKS. 21U. 

Hwau on the banks of tbe mug taut tUttr TVent, be 
keeps it for me. 

Adieu, dear Cousin, 

W. C. 

I am sorry tbat tbe Geaersl has such indiSiereut 
bealtb. He mtut uot die. I can by do dieaiis spaie 
a peratm ao kind to me. 



TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

(Hmt, Fab. nr. 'T^ 

AlI&s ! alas! my dekr, dear friend, may God liiouelf 
toaiatt you I I will not be' so absurd as to attempt 
it. By Ibe dose of your letter it should seem, that in 
tbis hour of great trial he withholds not hiscoiisola- 
tioqs fton you. Iknow by experience that they are 
neither few nor small; and though I feel for you 
as I never felt for man before, yet do I sincerely 
nyoice in this, that whereas there is but one true com- 
forter in the universe, under ufflictions such as yours, 
you boih know him, and know where to seek him. I 
thought you a mad the moit happily mated, that I 
ittd ever seen, and had great pleasure in your felicity. 
Ardun me, if now I led a wish that, short as nly ac- 
quaintance with her was, 1 had never seen her. I 
•bould have mourned with you, but not as I do now. 
Mrs. Unwin BympHlhJtes with you also most sincerdy, 
and you neither are, nor wiU be soon forgotten in such 
jmiyen as we can make at Olney. I will not detain 
you longer now, my poor afflicted friend, than to cum- 
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nit ;on to die tender mercy of God, and to bid yon 
» sorrowrul acHeu I 

Adieu ! ever yoan, 
W. C. 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

Olmy, Mardi6,1TM- 
MY DEAREST COUSIN, 

YoUB ofunion has more weight with me than that of 
alt the critics in the world; and to give you a proof 
of it, I tnakc you a concession that I would liardly 
have made to them all united. I do not indeed ab- 
solutely coveoaut, promise, and agree, that I will dis- 
card ail toy elision", bul I hereby bind myself to dia- 
Btiss AS many of them as, without sacriticing energy 
to sound, 1 can. It is iacumbeot upon me in the 
mean time to say something in justiKcaticHi of tlie 
few that 1 shall retain, tbet I may not seem a poet 
moimted rather on a mule than on Pegasus. In the 
first place. The, is a barbarism. We are indebted 
for it to the Celts, or tlie Goths, or to the Sa^ions, 
or perhaps to tfa«in all. In the two best languages 
that ever were spoken, the Greek and the Lalm, 
there is no sifflllar bcnmbrance of expression to be 
found. Secondly, The perpetual use of it in our 
laoguage is to us miserable poets attended with 
two great inconveniences. Our verse consisting only 
of t&i syllables, it not unfrequently happens that a 
tiflh part of a line is to be engrossed, and necessarily 
toD,.(iinless elision prevents it) by this abominable in- 
tnideri and, which is worse in my account, open 

L.. .Cookie 



f48 cowpbb's lbttebs. 

Toweb arc cootioually tbe coDiequence— Tie elcnicDt 
— 7%«air, &c. Thirdly, Tbe French, who are equdly 
with the English chargeable with barbarisoi in thi§ 
partkulBr, dispose of their Le and their La wilbout 
ceremony, and always take care that they shall be 
absorbed, both in verse and in prose, in the vowel 
that immediately follows them. Fourthly, and I be- 
lieve lastly, (and for your sake I wish it may prove 
to) Ibe practice of cutting short a The is warranted 
by Milton, who of all English poets that ever Hved, 
bad cerlainly tbe finest ear. Dr. Warton indeed has 
dared to say that he had a bad one ; for which be 
deserves, as Ux as critical demerit can deserve it> to 
lose his own. I thought I had done, but there is stiU 
a fifthly behind, and it is this, that the custom of 
abbreviatiDg fke belongs to the style in which, in mj 
advertisement annexed to tlie spcamtn, I profess to 
write. TTie use of that style would have warranted 
me in the practice of much greater liberty of lhi> 
sort than I ever intended to take. In perfect cod- 
Hstence with that style I might say I' th' tempest, V 
th' door-way, &c., which however I would not allow 
myself to do, because I was aware that it would be 
objected to, and with reason. But it seems to me fbr 
the causes above said, that when 1 shorten TV, before 
a vowel, or before wk, as in the line you mention, 
" Ttnn tb* wIiolB broad HelteqHHit in all its parti," 
my licence is not equally exceptionable, because W, 
though be rank as a conscmant in the word tehtle, is 
not allowed, to announce himself to tbe ear ; and If 
ii an as|Mrate. Bot as I said at the begiiming, so my 
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I atill, I am moat williog to confona niyielf to your 
very seosiUe' obieiTHtioa, that it is oecesnry, if we 
would please, to ctHwilt the taste of our own day ; 
neither would I have pelted you, my dearest couaiu, 
with any part of this volley of good reasons, had 1 
Bot designed tliem as an answer to those objections 
which you say you have h^rd from others, . Sut 1 
only DientiaD tbem. Though satisfoctorjr to myself, 
I wave tliem, and will allow to The. his whole dimen- 
noDS, whensoever it can be done. 

'Diou only critic of my verse that is to be found in 
all the earth, whom I love, what shall I say in answer 
to your own objection to that passage, 

" Saftly be ptsc'd bi* hu>d 
" On th* old niBii^ hind, «Dd piwh'd it gently awsy." 

I can say neilber more nor less than this, that when 
our dear fneod, the Oeueral, sent me hb opinion of 
Ibe specimen, quoting those very words from it, he 
added, " With this part 1 was particularly pleased ; 
there is nothing in poetiy more descriptive." ' Such 
were his very words. Taste, my dear, is vaiious, 
there is nothhig sot'arious, and even between persons 
of the best taste there are diversities of opinion on 
the same subject, for which it is not possible to ac- 
count. So much for these matters. 

You advise me tocoDStilt Ibe General, and to confide 
in him. I follow your advice, and have done both. 
By the last post 1 asked bis pennission to send him 
the booka of my Homer, as tast as 1 should finiah 
tbem off. I shall be glad of his remarks, mid more 
glad llian of any thing to do that which 1 hope may 
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be agreeabk to liim. Tbey will of course paii into 
yonr l»Dds before tbey are sent to Johmod. Tbn 
quire that I sent is now in the Imads of Jofa&wD'i 
ftinid. I intended to have (old you in my last, but 
ftii^l it, that Johnson hebaves very haodstmidy in 
the afisir of my two vtJumes. He acta with a lihe- 
nlity not oUta found in penous of his occupatioa, 
and to mention it, when oeoanon «all> me to i^ i» a 
justice due to htm. 

I am veiy mudi pleasedwilh Mr. Stanley's lett« — 
several compliments were paid me,' on the su^ect of 
that first Toluate, by my own friends ; bat I do not 
recollect that I ever knew- tbe opinion of » stranga 
about it before, whether bvourahle or otberwitei I 
only heard by a side wind, that it whs very ranch read 
in Scotland, and more than here. 

Farewell, my dearest cousin, whom we expect, of 
whom we talk continually, and whom we ccmtiBually 
long for. 

W. C. 

Your mzious wishes for my success delight toe, 
and you may rest assured, my dear, that I have all 
the amtMti(»i on the sul^ect tlut yon can wish mc to 
feel. I more than admire my. author. I often stand 
astonished at his beaalies. 1 am for ever amused with 
tbe tiamlatian of him, and I have received a tiuMuaud 
encouragements. These are all so many happy omens, 
tlMt I b^ shall be verified by the event. 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

H-r DBAS FBIEND, 
I SKEM to be about to write to jrou, but I fonsee 
that it win not be a letter, l>ut a Krap that 1 aha)! 
■end you, I could tell you things that, knowing bow 
much you bl«rest youreelf in my succeu, I am sure 
would please you, but every moment of my leisure is 
necenarily q)ent at Troy. I am reviw^ my tiaosla- 
tioii, and b^towing on it more labour than al first. 
Atlbe repeated aolicitatiou of General Cowper, who 
had doubtless irrefragable reason on bis side, I have 
put my boob into the hands of Ibe most extraordinary 
critic that I have ever heard of. Me is a Swiss ; has 
an accunte knowledge of Edglisb, aad Sot hb know- 
ledge of Hmner has, I verily believe, no felbw. John- 
son reccHUmeoded him to ne. I am to tend him the 
qiikes as last as 1 finish litem o&, and the first is now 
m bis hands. 1 have the comfort to be able to tcU 
you, that he u very much |deased with what he has 
seen. Johnson wrote to me lately on purpose to tell 
me so. Things having taken this turn, 1 fear that t 
must beg a release from my engagement to put Ibe 
MS. into yonr hands. I am bound to print as soon 
as three hundred diall have subscribed, and etmse- 
quently have not an hour to spare. 

People generally love to go where they are admired, 
yet Lady Hesketb complains of not having seen yon. 
Yours, 

W.C. 
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TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

AprilS.ITBd. 

I DID. as you suppose, bestow all posNbte considere- 
' tioa on the subject of an apology for mj' Homerican 
nndeTtaking. I turned the matter about in my mind 
an hundred different ways, and in every way in which 
it would present itself found it an impracticable busi- 
ness. It is impossible for me, with what delicacy-so- 
erer I may manage it, to state the objections that Ve 
against Pope's translation, without incurring odium, 
itnd the imputation of arrogance ; foreseeing Ihn 
danger, I choose to say nothing. 

W.C. 

P. S, — You may well wonder at my courage, who 
hare undertaken a work of inch enormons length. 
Ynu would wonder more if you knew, that I trans- 
lated tbe whole Iliad with no otber help than a Clavis. 
Bnt I have since cqui[^>ed myself better for this im- 
nwnse jonmey, and am revising the wort in comfMny 
with a good commentator. 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

OlHjr, April IT. ITSfi. 
Mr DBABBST COtTSIN, 

If you will not quote Solomon, my dearest cousin, I 
wjll. He says, ard as beautifiil as truly — " Ho|)e de- 
ferred maketh the heart sick, but when (he desire 
coiieth, it is a tree of life )" I feel how much reason 
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be li»d on faia side whes be made tbis observattOD, 
and am mjsetfskk of your fortnight's dehy. 



Hie ricarage was biiilb by Lord Dartmoiitb, and' 
was not finubad till some time after we arrived at 
Oln^, coi»<c|uently it is new. It is a sntart stone 
bufldng welt< sashed, by mucb too good foi tfae living, 
but just wbat I wonld wlab for yoa It has, as you 
justly concluded from my premises) a garden, bnt' 
rather calculated for use than orvwnent-. It is square^ 
and well walled, but Las Beillier arbouv, nor alcove, 
nor otber ^ade, escept the shadow of the house. 
But we b»e twe> gardens, whicll' are yours. Belween 
your mansion and ohis is. mter^^d nothing but an 
orchaHl, iuta which a door opeabig out of our gardea 
afibrds ua ibe easiest conimuuication ima^able, wilL 
save the rouadabout by the U»Ma, and auke l>otk 
fafflUM c»iw. Your chamber- windows look over th« 
river, and over the aieadowt, to a viUegc called Em- 
berton, and GoniDtpod tLc whole kn^h of a long 
bridge, deseribed by a certain poet, together nilh a 
new o£ the road at a <ystance. Should you with for 
books at Olney, you uiiel bing them with you, oe 
you will wish in vaiu, for I h^ve noae but Ih^ works of 
a certain poet, Cowper, of wboaa perhafw you have 
beard, and they are as yet but t»va voluvies. 'niey. 
may multiply hereafter, but at present they are no 
mose. 

You are the iirst pmon for whom 1 have beard 
Mrs. U^win expnts such feelings as diedoes Ah you. 
She ia not pro&se in pnofeuitHis, nor fomard to. enter 
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into treaties of friendabip wilfa new iiicei, but nhen 
lier friendsfaip ii once engaged, it auty be confided in 
even onto deatfa. She lovea you alread;^* "»'' I"*^ 
much more will she lo»e you before this time twelve- 
month ! I liave indeed raijeavoured to describe you 
to her, but perfectly as I have you by heart, I am sen- 
sible that tny picture cannot do you justice. I uever 
saw one that did. Be you what you may, you are 
much beloved, and will be so at Obey, and Mrs. U. 
expects you with the pleasure that one feels at the 
return of a long absent, dear relation ; that is to say, 
with a jtleasure such as miue. She sends you lier 
warmest ad^ions. 

On Friday I received a letter Irom dear Anonymous, 
apprising me of a parcel that the coach would bring 
me on Saturday. Who is there in the wodd that has, 
or thinks he has reason to love me to the degree 
that be does I But it is no matter. He chooses to be 
uidiDown, and his choice is, and ever diall be so sacred 
to me, that if his name lay on the table before me 
reversed, I would not turn the paper about that I 
might read it. Much as it would gratify me to thank 
faim, I would turn my eyes away from the forbidden 
discovery, f long to assure him that those same eyes, 
coQcemiDg which be expresses sudi kind a[q)rd]en- 
sions, lest tbey should suffer by this laborious under- 
taking, are as well as I could expect them to be, if I 
were never to touch either book or pen. Subject to 
weakness, and occasional sli^t inflammations, it is 
probable that they will always be ; hut I cannot re- 
member the time wlien tbey eqjoyed any thing so 
like an exemption irom those mfirmities as at present. 
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One would almoit suppose that reading Homer were 
the best ophtfaalDik: in the world. I tbould be bxppy 
to remo*e bis soHcitude ou the subject, but it u a 
pleasure tbat be will not let me enjoy. Well then, I 
will be content without it; and lo content that, though 
I believe ^on, my dear, to be in full possession orall 
this mystery, you shall never kuow me, while you live, 
either diiectly, or by hints of any nott, attempt lo 
extort, or to steal the secret from you. 1 should 
think myself as justly punisltable as the Betluhemilei^ 
for looking into the ark, which they were not allowed 
to touch. 

I have not sent for Kerr, for Kerr can do nothing 
but send me to Bath, and to Bath I cannot go for a 
thousand reasons. The summer will set me up again; 
I grovr lat every day, and shall be as big as Gog or 
Magog, or both put together, before you come. 

I did actually live three yean with Mr. Chapman, 
a solicitor, that is to say, I slept three years in bb 
house, but I lived, that is to say, I spent my days in 
Soutl»mpton RoQ', as you very well remember. There 
was I, and the future Lord Chancellor, -constantly 
employed from mommg to night in giggling and 
making giggle, instead of studying the law. O fie 
cousin! how could you do so ? I am [leased with 
Lord Thurlow's inquiries "about me. If he takes it 
into that inimitable head of hix, he may make a man 
of me yet. I could love him heartily, if be would but 
deserve it at my bands. That I did so once b cer- 
tain. The Duchess of ■ ■ ■, who b the world set 
her agoing i But if all ttie duchesses in tbe world 
were spnining, like to many whirligigs, for my bepetit, 
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I would u«t stop tbcm. It it a DoUe 6king to be s 
poet, it makes all the vroild lo Hvely. I might tuTC 
preached more aennons than even TUlotion did, aud 
l>etter, and the world would have been StM Jkst asleqi^ 
but a. vcdume of vene is a fiddle that put* the uni- 
vetse in motiou. 

Yeun, ray dear fiiend and coiub, 

W. C. 

TO LADY HE^ETH. 

oiMf , April Si, nes. 
Vooit letters are so much my comfort, that I oftea 
tronble lest by any accident I should be difaf^xMnted; 
and the more because you have been, more tlun once, 
soei^aged b company on tlie writing day, that I 
have bad a narrow escape. Let me give you a. piece 
of good coansd, my cousin; follow my laudable ex- 
ample, write when you can, take lime's forelock ia 
one hand, and a pen in the other, and so make sure 
of your opportunity. It is well for me that you 
write faster than any body, and more in an htwr than 
other people in two, else I know not what would be- 
come of me. Wbeu I read your letters I hear you 
talk, and I love talking-Mter* dearly, especially from 
you. Well 1 the middle of June will not be always 
B thousand yean off, mid when it comes I shall bear 
you, and see you too, and shall not cate a laithing 
then if you do not touch a pen in a moatfa. By the 
way, you must either send me, or bring me some more 
paper, for before the moon iball have performed a 
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Uw »»re revoUtiow I shftll not have a scrap left, aod 
tedioiu revolutions tliey are just now, that is certain. 

I pfv yva leave to be as pemaptor; as you please, 
Mfieoially at s distance; but when you my that <you 
are t Cowper (tad tbe better it ii for the Cowpers 
llmt stKh yon ai«, and Igive tbem joy of you, witli 
aH ay beait) you tiHst not for^l that I boast myself 
« Cowper too, and have siy humours, and fancies, 
Md pUrpowB, and detenninatiraii, as well as others 
of my name, and hold them as last as they can. You 
ladted tdl me how often I ahaH lee you when you 
come. A pretty stoiy truly. I am a A« ^owper, my 
dear, and claim the privileges that belong to my noble 
sex. But these matlen •ball be setUed, as my cousin 
Agamemnon used to lay, at a more convenient time. 

I shall nyoice to see the letter you promise me, for 
though I tnet with a morsel of praise last week, I do 
not know that the week current is likdy to produce 
me any. and having lately betn pretty puch paippered 
wtlh tbet diet, I espect to find myself ratlier baogry 
by the time wben your next letter shall arrive. It 
will therefore be very opportune. The morsel, above 
alluded to, came from — whom do you think I From 

, but she deures that her authorship may be a 

secret. And in my answer I promised not to divulge 
it except to you. It b a prtttf/ copy of verses, neatly 
wrillen, and well turned, and when you come you 
riiall see then. I intend to keep all pretty things to 
myself till tfatin, that they may serve me as a bait to 
Jureyoil hither Ui(«e efiectnally. The last letter that 
I had from '— I received so many years since, , 

VOL. H. P 
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that it seems as if it bad reached me a good wlule be- 
fore I was born. 

I was grieved at the heart tLal the General could 
not come, and that illDess was in part the cause that 
hindered fako.' I have sent tim, b; bis express desin^ 
a new edition oftlietirst book, and baifljie second. 
He would not suSer me to send it to you, my dear, 
lest you should post it away to Maty at t»Me, He 
did not give that reason, but, being shrewd, I found 
it. 

The grass begins to grow, and the leaves to bad, 
and 'every thing i» preparing to be beaatiAil against 
you come. 

Adieu, ' 

W.C 

You inquire of our walks, I perceive, as wdl as of 
our rides. They are beautifbl. You inquire also 
concemiDg a cellar. Yon have two cellars. Ofa! 
what years have passed since we took the same walks, 
and drank out of the same botllel but a few more 
weeks and tben ! 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Olnqr, Viiy a, 1716. 

f DID not at all doubt that your tenderness for my 
feelings had mdined you to suppress in your tetters to 
me the intelligence concerning Mat/s critique, that 
yet reached me from another quarter. When I wrote 
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to ;ou I had not leuned it from tbe Genenl, but 
{mm m; IrieDcl Bull, who only knew it by beanay, 
Tbe Dcxt post brongbt me tbe newa of it irom tbe 
first-maitioDed, and tbe critiqBe itselT endoicd. 
Tt^etber with it came alio ■ iqQib discbarged agaiuit 
Be in tbe Public Advertiser. The Genenl>B letter 
found me in one of my mott mehncboly moods; and 
ny spirits did not rise on the receipt of iL Tbe letter 
indeed tbat be had cut from tbe new^Mpei gave me 
little pain, botfa because it contained nothing fonnkla- 
ble, tboi^b written with malevolence enough, and 
because & nameless author can have no more weight 
wiA his readen than the reason which he has on lus 
side cui give bim. But Maty's animadversions hurt 
me more. In part they appeared to me unjust, and 
m part ill-natured, and yet the man bimsdf being an 
made in every body's account, I Bf^nvbended thai he 
had dme me much mischief. Why he says that the 
trudatioa is iar ftom exact, is best known to himself. 
For I know it to be fts exact as is compatible with 
poetry; nnd prose tnns]ati<ms of Homer arc not 
wanted, tbe world has one already. But I will not 
fill my tetter to you with hypercrilicisms, 1 will cmly 
add an extract from a letter of Caiman's, that I 
lecovcd last Friday, and will then dismiss the subject. 
It came accompanied by a copy of the q>ecimen, 
which be himself had amended, and with so much 
taste and cairijour that it charmed me. He says as 
Mows; 

" (^ copy I have returned, with some remaifa 
proo^ted by my zeal for your success, not. Heaven 
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knows, by iiToganoe or impeitioeiKe. I know no 
olber my at ence m plain, aiid ao tbor^ of ddivcaang' 
my thoughts on the qiedaeft of youF tninil>tioa> 
which OD tlie whole 1 admire exee«diiigly, ihink^ it 
bf«atb€» the ipint, twd coMve^ the nannec sf tiu 
oNgmal; though having here neither Honer, noi- 
ff^'t Honer, I caan«t speak precisely ot partlonlar 
lines or expTemons, or compare your btank verse widi 
his rhyme, eicepi by declaring, that I think Uank 
verse Htfiaitely more congenial to the magnifioent 
nmfJieityof Homer's hexameters, than ^eonfiiiul 

couplets, and the jingle of rhyme,'* 

His amendments are chiefly bestowed on I]m liaea 
encumbered with elisiona, and I will just take Ms v^ 
piHtumty to tell you, my dear, because 1 know yMi tA 
be ai rauok interested in what I write as myself, 4&t 
some of the most offetidve of those eliHons were •«• 
caiiooed by mere criticism. I was Airly hunted iato 
them, by veitatwus eb.jectioDs made wilheut cad 1^ 

, and his friend, and ahered, and altered, til at 

last I did not care bow I altered. Many thanks ftp 

's verses, which deserve just the cbancter jmt 

give of them. I^y are neat and easy — but I would 
mumble ber well, if 1 couhl get at her, for alldwng 
henetf to suf^se for a moment that I fMiisMi the 
C%anoellpr with a view to emolument. I wrote those 
stanzas merely for my own amusement, and they slept 
in a dark closet ^^ears after I csmposed Aem ; not in 
the least designed for pablication. But when Jehasm 
bad printed off the longer pieces, of which the tint vo- 
lume principally couists, he wrote me word th»t be. 
wanted yet two thousand lines to swell it to a proper 
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SK. . On tbat occBsion it was that I collected eveiy 
tmp of vene tErat I could find, and tbat among the 
rmt,' Nixie of the wnaller poems had hern introduced 
or bad been publidwd at all with my name, but for 
tbis necosity. 

Jnit ai I wrote the lart word I was called down lo- 
Dt. Kerr, who came to pay me a voluntary virit. 
Were 1 rick, his cheerful ancl friendly manner would 
ilMOot restore me. Air and exercise are bi» theme ; 
them he recommrads as (he best physic fbr'me, and in all 
weathers. Come therefore, my dear, and take a bttle 
of tbis good physic with me, for you will fold it bene- 
ficial as well as I ; come and asHst Mrs. Unwin in the 
re-establish ment of your Condn's faedtb. Air and 
eicrdse, and site and you tt^tber^ will make me a 
periect SanMOD. Yon will have a good house over 
your head, comfortable apartments, obUging neigh- 
boun, good roads, a pleasant country, and in us 
your crastant companions, two who will love you, and 
do already love you dearly, and with all our hearts. 
If you are in any danger of trouble, it u from myself, 
if myfits of dqection aeiie me; and as often as tliey 
do, you will be grieved for me ; but pertiaps by your 
aasistaDce I shall be able tn renrt them better. If 
tiwre is a creature under Heaven, from whose co-ope- 
rations with Mn. Unwin I cah^reasonably expect such 
a blesnng, that creature is yourself. 1 was not with- 
out such attacks when I Kved in London, though at 
tint time they were less oppressive, but in your com- 
pany I was never unhappy a whole day in all my 

life." 

- Of how much importance if an author to himself! I 
p2 
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return to thai abominable spcoimea Again, just to ikh 
tK« Mate's inpatient censure »f the repetkira Ant 
yon DieitiMi. I aeaa of the word kmd. In the 
origitnl there ia not a repetiti<» of it. 3ut to rejieat 
a word in that manner, and on auch an occaiK», ■■ l^ 
no means what be call^ it a aiodem uaeaiMO. In 
Homer I oonld show him many snch, and in Vugi 
they abound. Colman, who, in his jtidgment of clu- 
ucal natten, b inferior lo none, says, " / kno» not 
wkif Matjf-ebfecls to thu exprtMun." I ooirid 
easily change it. But the case ttauding ibus, I know 
not whether aay proud ftomach will oopdcaeend so 
law. I rather feet myself dianclincd lo it 

One evcnmg last week, Mn. Unwin and I t»A out 
walk to Weston, and as we were returning throu^' 
the grow opposite to tbo bouse, the Tlm>ckmoit«n> 
pmented tbemtelvcs at tbe door. HMy aro owaaia 
of a home at WeMon, at present empty. It b a very 
good ooc, infinite^ inferior to onrt. When we dmk 
chocolate with tham, ih/ey both cx|H«ued ibeir ardent 
dmra that we would Uke it, wiiUag to baw as fiw 
UMNr neiglibours. If you, my Couin, were not so 
wril provided for aa you are, and at our ve«y elbow, I 
TCrily bcbwe I should have mastered np all my ifaelo- ' 
ric to reoeinmead it to you. Yo« anght have it fyf 
ever without daagtw of ofectomit, wltereaa your pwr 
session ftf tbe vicarage depends •« the life of tbe new, 
who is eighty-sis. The eaviroaa are most bcwMifel, 
and the villi^ itself ewe of the prettiest I ever saw. 
A4kl to this, yott would step iasmcdiately into Mr. 
Throckmorton'spleasure-gTound, where you would not 
aoU ytmr slipper even in winter. A mtol unfertuoate 
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mistake wu nwde by that gentlemui'a bailiff ia hia ab- 
teoce. last before be left Wesim lut year for the 
winter, he gave bim orders Iq cut abort tbe tops of 
Ibe flowering shrubs, that lined a seipentine walk ia » 
deUg^Mul gntW) oel^rated by my poctslup in a little 
piece that you roDember was called the Sbrabbo^, 
The dntce, nuMppMbcoding the order, rot down and 
faggotted i^ the wfai4c grove, learing neitlKr trw, 
bush, nor twig ; nothing but stumps about as high ai 
my anole. Hn. T. told us (hat she never taw her 
husband so angry in her life. I jadge bdeMl by hii 
)diyn<^omy, which has graat sweetness in it, that he 
is very lt|t)e addicted lo that infenial paMon. Bat 
bad he cudgelled the man for bis cruel blunder, and 
the havoc made in consequence of it, I oouM have ex* 
cosodfaim. 

I felt myself really conoeriKd for the Chancellor's 
Ulncos, and fh>m what 1 learned of it, both from the 
papery nd from General Cowper, concluded that 
he most die. I am acoordhi^y delighted in the same 
praportion with tbe news of fab recovery. May he 
live, and hve to be still the support of Govemmant! 
irit shall be his good pleasure to render me pcnooal- 
ly any material service, I have no objection to it. 
But Heaven knows, that it is impossible for any living 
wight t« bestow less thought mi that subject than my- 
self.— May God be ever with you, my beloved Gou- 

W. C. 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 

OlH7,MirU,ITtf. 

MT DBABE9T COUSIN, 
From this very morning I begjn to date the last 
month of our long sepantioo, and confidently and 
most comfortably hope that before the fifteeotfa of 
June iball present itself, we shall have seen eadi 
other. Is it not so i And will it not be one of the 
most extraordinary eras of my extraordinary life t A 
year ago, we neither corresponded, nor expected to 
meet in this world. But this worid is a scene of 
manrdloos events, many of them, more marvellom 
Ihao fiction itself would dare to hazard ; and (blessed 
be God!) they are not all of the dittiesHng hind. 
Now and then in the course of an exiatence, whose 
hoe is for the most part sable, a day tnma iq> tint 
makes amends for many li^s, and nmny. subjects of 
complaint. Stich a day shall I account the day of 
your arrival at OIney. 

Wherefore is it (canst thou tell me f) that logetber 
with all those deligbtfiil aensations, to which the si^ 
of a long absent dear ftiend gives birth, there is a 
mixture of something painfiil; fluttering*, and tn- 
molts, and I know not what accompaniments of our 
pleasure, that are in lact perfectly foreign from the 
occasion i Such I feel when I think of our meetii^; 
and such I suppose feel you; and the nearer the 
CTi«s approaches, tlie more I am sensible of them. I 
know beforehand that tbey will increase with every 
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turn ei the nbwli, that «bal] eonuc; me ta Mawptut, 
wbrai 1 abaU Mt out to meet jm, aai tbut when wo 
actually meet, the pleasure, tmd thn Bneeoountahk 
pain to^ber, will be as mueb as I thall be able lo 
Mij^oft'. I am Btteiiy at a Ion for the came, uwl 
OH only ntolve it into that a^MmtiBeat, by which it 
haa be^ finvordahwd that all human deljgfats riiall be' 
qualified toA Biagted with their coatranes. For 
thcM it notiimg fennidable iu you. To pc at leait 
there is notUng nich, ao, aot ewB b your nuDaoei, 
unlets when you threaten me to write no mare. Nay, 
I verily believe, 4>d T boI hno« you to be what you 
are, and had lesa nflcetieii fiir yon than I have, 
I ihouht have fearer of these emotiom, of which 
J wauld have none, if I could help it. But a fig far 
them all ! Let ut reMlve to eombat with, and to con* 
qiwr tfaeia. They are dreams. They are illusiais of 
the jut%m^t. Some eaemy that hatct the happiness 
of hmuaa himj, and is ever induilriaiis to dash it, 
W9t^ them in us; and their being so perfectly aarea- 
aonable ai they are m a proof of it. Nathiog that b 
auch ean be the woA of a good agent. Thtt I know 
too by experienoe, that, lilie all other ilintioiis, they 
eiitt only by ferce of imi^oatioa, are indebtad for 
theia pf evoleBec te the absence of thdr object, and in 
a few Bomeitts after its appearance cease. So Ihw 
tbii ii a settled point, and the case stands thus. You 
will (remble as you draw near to Newport, and v> 
iball I. But we will both i«eollect that there is no 
MatoB why we should, and this reooJIeetUin will at 
east have loiDe little efieet Li our fevnur. We will 
)likewiie<both take the comfort of whatwe know to be 
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tnw, that the tamatt will soon cmw, and the pleanin 
long survive the ptuo, even m long I trust u ve our- 
selves shall survive it. 

What you say of Hatj gives me all the couoltfian 
flat you intended. We both think it highly probable 
that you suggest the true cause of his diefrfeasure, 
. when you suppose him mortified at not having bad a 
part of the translation laid before him, ere tlie speci- 
men was puUished. The General was very much 
hurt, and calls his censure bargh and unreasooable. 
He likewise sent roe a consolatory letter <hi the occa- 
non, in which he took the kindest pains to heal the 
wound that he suj^Msedlmight have snfiered. I.am . 
not naturally insensible, and the seosibQities tint I had 
by nature have been wonderfnlly enhanced by a long 
series of shocks, given to a frame of nerves, that was 
never very athletic. I feel accordin^y, whether paii- 
fiil or pleasant, in the extreme ; am easily elevated, 
mid easily cast down. The frown of a critic freezes 
my poetical powers, and discourages me to a degree 
that makes me ashamed of my.own weakness. Yd I 
presently recover ray confidence again. The h^ of 
what you so khidly say in your last would at any time 
restore my spirits, and, being said by you, u infidlible. 
I am not ashamed to confess, that having comraoaced 
an author, I am most abundantly desirous to succeed 
M such. I have (what perhmps yat little aiapat me 
vf) in my nature an infinite than oj ambitiat. . 
But with it I have at the same time, as you well. know, 
an equal share of diffidence. To this combiantioa ot 
opposite qualities it has been owing that, till lately, I 
stole through life without nndertdtiag any thing, yel 
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abra^ wishbg to diitmguish myself. At last I vta- 
taxtA, ventUTKl loo in the (»ily path that at so late a 
twriod wag yet open to me ; and am determined, if 
God bave not determined otherwise, to work my way 
through the obscurity" that has been so long my por- 
tion, into notice. Every thing therefore that seems 
to threaten this my favourite -purpose with disappoint- 
ment, aSecti me ntarly. I sui^)ose that aU amtutioiis 
minds are in tbe same predii^nient. He .who eeeks 
diAinction must be sensible of disapprobation, exactly 
in the same proportion as he desires applause. And 
now, my precious Cousin, I bave unfolded my beait to 
yon in this particular, without a speck of dissimula- 
tion. Some people, and good people too, .would 
blame me. But yon will not ; and th^ I think would 
Uame without just cause. We certainly do not 
honour God when we bury, or when we n^ect to im- 
prove, as ftr as we may, whatever talent he may have 
bertowed on us, whether it be little or much. In 
natural things, as well as in spiritual, it is a never-fail- 
ing truth, that to him who kath (that is to bim who 
oecui»es what be Irath diligently, and so as to increase 
it) more shall be given. Set me down tiierefoie, my 
dear, for an industrious rhymer, so long as I shaU bave 
the ability. For in this only way is it posnble for me. 
so far as I can see, either to honour God, or to serve 
man, or even to serve myself. 

I rejoice to hear that Mr. ITirockmotton wishes to 
be on a more intimate footmg. I am shy, and suspect 
tbat be is not very much olbenvise; and the conse- 
quence has been that we have mutually wished an ac- 
quaintance without bemg able toaccompU^ it. Bles- 
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nagi on yoa for the hint that jtm dropped bb the sub- 
jeetoflhehooaeU Westwi! For the bsrtlKa ofmj 
■ong is — " %ace we have met ence ogaim Let us never 
be separated, as we hav« been, taste." 

W.C. 



TO TitE REV. WALITR BAGOt. 

MY DEAR PRIBND, 

About three weeks sbice I met your Kiter Cheater 
at Mr. Throcknwrton's, and from her learned that 
you are at Biithlield, and in health. UpOD the 
encoungement of this iaformatioa it is that I write 
DOW ; I should not otherwise have known with 
certaiD^ where to find you, or have be«i equally 
free from the fear of unseaBonable intrusion. May 
God be with you, my (riend, and give fou a just mas' 
flwre of submission to his will, the most effectual of all 
femedies for the evils of this changing scene. I doubt 
net that be has granted you ibis blessing already, and 
nay he still continue itl 

Now I will talk a little about myself. For except 
myself, living in this Terrarum angulo, what can I 
have to talk ahoat? In a scene of perfect tranquillity, 
and the profoUndest silence, I am kicking up the dust 
oi'hercMc narrative, and besieging Troy again. I t<dd 
you that I had almost finished the translation of the 
Iliad, and I verily thought so. But I was never laon 
mistaken. By the time when I had reached the end 
of the poem, the first book of my version was a twelve- 
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nonlh old. Wbtd I nue to coisidCT it after hsni^ 
Ind it b; so long, it did not aitdsfj nk I m mystff 
to mtoA it, and 1 did sD. Bat ttSi it i^peand ta me 
iB^roTabk, and tltat BatfaHig would so oflcctually 
SKBre that point hi to give the wliole book i hew 
tianalttion. With tb« exccptioD ofrerjr few hhes 1 
have n done, and was nerer io mj Kfe so ctrnvinceJ 
of the ■oundneta of Horace'i adrite lo pnblkji BDthing 
in haste; so mnch ^vantage have I derived (mm 
doBig that twice whidi I ihongfal I had Hccontj:di9bM 
DotaMj at once. He indeed leeoraaends man yean' 
impriiotinieDt of yonr veraes befort you send ihem 
abro^ ] but the imith part of that timfc i> I bdieve to 
mudi as tliere is need bf to open a man's eyts upon his 
own defects, and to secure him Irom the dai^r of 
lucrature seif-appinbatkin. Neither might it to be 
fcH'gottcn that nine 3'ears mdke so wide an interval b^ 
tween the cup and (be lip. that a thousand things may 
fail out between. New engagements may occur, whikb 
ihty make the finishidig of that which a poet has begun, 
mqpomiblc. In nine ytars be may rise into a situation, 
or he may sink into one utteily incompatible with hb 
fwqmse. His constitutioa may brfeak in nine years, 
and sickness may disquaUff him for improving what be 
entei]msed in the days of health. His inclinatioa m^ 
change^ and he may find somt other employment ni<»Te 
agreeable, or aaotbet poet may enter upon the same 
work, and get Ihe start of him. Therefore, my friend 
Horace, though I acknowledge .your principle 1o be 
good, I must confess that I think the practice yoa 
would ground upon it carried to an extreme. The 
rigonr ihat I exercised npMi the fint book, I iateud to 
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etadat upoo nil tbat fellofr, and have now actually 
■dvaoced into tite middle of die Mtentfa, no wfaere ad- 
nutttDg more than Jone line in fifty of the firM transia.- 
tioo. You miut not tmi^ine that I bad been carekx 
and hasty in the fint instance. In truth I had not; 
but in renderii^ so excellent a poet as Homer into our 
language, there are so many points to be attoided to 
both in reqwct of language and namben, that a first 
attempt must be fortunate indeed if it does not call 
aloud for a second. Yon saw the spedmeo, and you 
saw (I am suk) one peat ftult in it ; I mean the hwah- 
ness of some of the elisions. I do not altogether take 
tne blame of these to myself, for into some of them I 
was actually dmeo and bunted by a seiies of raten- 
ted objections made by a critical friend, whose scru- 
pies and delicacies teazed me out of all my patience. 
Bat no such monilers will be found in the volnme. 
. Your brother Chester has fiimished me with Batnei'i 
■Homer, from whose notes 1 collect here and these 
some useful information, and whose liir and kgibk 
type preserves me from the danger of b«i^ as bliad 
as was my author. I saw a Sister of youn at Mr. 
Throckmorton's, but I am not good at making myaetf 
beard across a large room, and therefore nothii^ 
passed between us. 1 felt however that she was my 
ftiend's Sister, and mudi esteemed her for yoni aakc. 
Ever yours, 

W.C. 

P: S. The swan is called argutiu (I suppose) m m« 
arguenda, and eanenu a urn canendo. But wbettaei 
he be dumb or vocal, more poetical than the eagle or 
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teas, it ii no nntter. A feather of eidier, in ttAen of 
yom Bp|m>bii1kii> and esteem, vBt pcver, yon may mt 
issand, be an oflnice to mc. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Olii^,ltiTU,in6. 

I HATE Bt Iragtb, my Conain, found mj way into my 
mnmer abode. I bdicTe that I dMcribed it to you 
•ome thne ndcp, and will tiierefDre now lean it unde- 
snribed. I will only say that I am writing in a bandbox, 
ntuated, at least in my account, ddigbtfhlly, because 
it has a window in eaa side that opens into that or- 
chard, through which, as I am sitting here, I sfaalt see 
yoa often pass, and which therefore I already prefer to 
all the orduuds in the worid. Yon do well to prcfiare 
■Be for all possible delays, because in tbit life dl sorts 
of disappointments are possible, and I shall do well, if 
any such delay of your journey should happen, to 
practne that lesson of patience which yon inculcate. 
Bat it is a lesson whidi, even with yoa Iw my teacher, 
I- shall be shm to leain. Being sure however that 
yoa will not procrastinate without cause, I will make 
mysdf as ea^ as I can about it, and hope the best 
To convince you how mufh I am under discipline, and 
good advice, I will lay aside a ftvourite measure, influ- 
enced in doing so 1^ nothing but tbe good sense of 
yoor contniy opinioa. 1 had set my heart on meet- 
ing you at NewporL In my baste to see yon once 
agwn, I wu willii^ to overlook many awkwardnesses 
1 could not but foresee would attend it. I put them 
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ande to long » I only feraaw tbena mjatlf, bat nacc 
I find that you fomee tl)ORi too, I can no longer deal 
■o slightly with them. It u therefore detaraJBed that 
we meet at Olney. Much I shall feel, bat I will not 
die if I can help k, and I beg that yoa will lake aH 
possible cate to ontlife it likejwite, for t know what it 
is to be balked in the moment of acquisition, and should 
be loath to know it agaui. 

Last Monday in the eMotng we walked to Weetos, 
according to our osoal cutom. It happeaed, owing 
to a nistakc sf time, (hat we set out half an hour soob- 
ep titan usurI. Hib mistake we discovered, while ws 
were in the wilderness. So, finding that we had tine 
before US, as they say, Mrs. Unwm prt^Mied that we 
diould go into the vUlage, and take a view of the 
house that I had just mentioaed to you. We did so, 
and foupd it Mch a one as in most respects would suit 
you wdl. But Moms Brown, onr vieU',who, as I told 
you, ii in his eighty-sixth year, is not bound to die for 
that reason. He said hiauelf, when he was here last 
summer, (hat he should live ten years longer, and for 
aa^t that appears so he may. In which case, for the 
sake of its near ncighbouriiood to ns, the vicarage baa 
charms for me, that no other pUce can rival. But 
this, and a thousand things man, shall be talkad 
over when you come. 

We have been industiiously cultivating oar aoqaabt- 
ance with our Weston neighhoun unoe I wrote last, 
and they on their put have been equally diluent in 
the same cause. I have a notJoo, that we shall all 
suit well. I see much in them both that i admire. 
You luiow perhaps that they are Catholici. 

L.. .Cookie 
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It» adflightfiil bundk of praise, myCoaan, that 
70U have sent me. AUjasmine and lavender. Wbo- 
erer the hidy i\ she has evidently an admirable pen, 
md a cultivated mind. If a perscm reads, it is no 
■natter in what language, and if the mindbeinfbnned, 
it is no matter whether that mind helongs tQ a man or 
a woman. The taste and the judgment will receive 
the henefit alike in both. Long befbre-the Task was 
}Mil^sbed, I made-an experiment one day, being in a 
fmlicksome mood, npon my friend. — We were walk- 
ing in the garden, and convernng on a subject similar 
to these lines — 

Tlie few that pny tt all, pnj oft amlw. 

And seeking grace t' improve tbti preient good, 

Vonld nrf e n wiser init than asking more. 

I repeated them, and said to him with an air of niHi' 
ebidanir, " Do you recollect those lines i I have seen 
tbemsomevriiere, where are they 1" He put on a cos- 
Mdeiing face, and afler some deliberaticMi rqdied — 
" O, I will tell yon where they must be— m the Night 
Tboa^s." I ma glad my trial turned out so well, 
and didnot undeceive him. I mention (his occuirence 
only in confirmation of the ktter-wriTer's opinirai, but 
at the same time I do assure you, on the foith of an 
hmiest man, that I never in my life desi^d^an imito*" 
tionofYoang, or of any other writer ; hx tnimiciy is 
my abhorrence, at least in poetiy. 

Assure younelf, my dearest Cousin, that both for 

your sake, rince you make a point of it, and for my 

own, I will be as philosophically careful as posnble 

that these Ane nerves of mine shall not be beyond 

22 

_.. .Cookie 
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■ceaure tgil^ed Wb«n you mmt. In tnib, there is 
mucfa gre&lsr pfobdulity tlwt tticy will be benefited, 
and greatly tao. Joy (rfbeart, from crhaterer oocuioii 
it teay ariM, is the ba* af all DarvoHa nedteiae*; and 
I ^oiiU not wonder if luch a tvia fpven to my qnrilj 
fbauld have even a laiting eSeet, of tbe tnnit adran-^ 
tagcotu kind, upon them. You muBt not im^giw nei- 
Iher, that I an oh the whole in any greti dngr«« nib- 
ject to BecvMif a&ctiom i occasionally 1 am, «od b»* 
been these many yean, nucb liable to d^jodinD. But 
al tutervfili, awl sooieUDwi for an mtemd of w«ek4, 119 
creature would iiupect it For I have not that wtuch 
commonly is a symptom of sucb a case belonging to 
me ; I mean extraordiuary eleratitm in the absence of 
Mr. Bluedevil. When 1 ajn m Uie best bealtli,-my 
tide of animal sprightlineas flows with great ei]uaUty, 
80 that I am oevcr, at any time, exalted in proportioa 
■« I am iometimei dcpreased. My dqHesai«n hu a 
cauie, and if that cause wera to cease, I should be as 
cbaeiAil Ihencefortb, and perhaps for ever, as any man 
need be. But, as I hare often said, Mra. Unwin shall 
be my expositor. 

Adien, my beloved Cousin. God grant that our 
friendship whkh, while we could see each other, never 
suSered a moment's interruption, and which so long a 
sqwratioD has not in tbe least abated, may glow in ua 
to OUT last hour, and be renewed in a better world, 
there to be perpetuated for ever. 

For yon auist know, that I should not love you half 
so well, if I did not bdieve you would be my triend to 
eternity. Theieis not room enough for fneadshjpta 
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UBfold ilMlf in fuU Uoia, in such a aook of fife u thk. 
Tberefwe I wd, twd niMt, wd will 1««, 
Voun for ever, 

w;c. 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

OlH/.Mqi (9, ItsC 

Tuou dear, comfortable Conwii whose leltets,aiBaag 
■II that I receive, hare Uiia property peculiarly their. 
own, that I expect them witliont tremUing, ^iid never 
find any Ihiagin them that does not give ae {Measure ; 
for wWifit there&>rt; I trould take nothing io exchange 
that th« woijd could give me, wve and euxpt tbftt 
for which I auist ezchaoge them loon (aod hapiqr 
afaall I be to do lo), your own company. That, in- 
deed, i» delayed a little too loi^; to my impatience 
■I leaft it seemp vt, who find the spiiuj^ backward ai 
it ia, too Ibrward, becMue mauy of its beauties wiU 
have ^Nted before you will have an oppartuaity to aec 
them. We todc our outomaiy walk yeiterdfiy m the 
wilderness at WeiKHi, and «aw, with regret, the labur- 
WRM, ^riogas, and guelder-roses, some of them 
blown, aod others just upon the point of blowing, and 
could not help observing — all these will be gone b^ 
fore Lady Heshelk comes. Still however iheie will 
be roae^ and jasmiiie, and honey^nucUe, and adady 
walks, and cool alcoves, and yow will partake them, 
with us. But I want you tobave a iba^e of every 
thing that is delightful ihere, and caonot bear that the 
advance of the seasop «houId steal away a uugle plea- 
•ure before you can come lo eitjoy it. 
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Evetj day I tbink of you, and bIidmI all tbe day 
long; I will rentnre to *ay, that even you were never 
so expected in your life. I called last week nt (be 
Quaker's to see tbe furniture of yonr bed, Ibe feme of 
wbich had reacbed me. It is, t assure you, superb, of 
printed cotton, and tbe subfect dasncal. Every 
' moniing you will open your eves on Phaeton kneeling 
to Apollo, and implorii^ his fatber to grant btm the 
conduct of bis chariot for a day. May your sleep be 
as sound as your bed wilt be sumptuous, and your 
nights at least will bt well provided for. 

I sball s«hI up the xl^tb and seventh books of the 
Iliad shortly, and shall address them to you. You 
will forward ibeni to the General. I long to sbow 
you my workshop, and to see you ntting'on the oppo- 
sile side of my table. We sball be as close packed as 
two wax figures in an old fashioned pictnre frame. I 
am writing in it now. It is the place in which I hhn- 
cate all my rente in summer time. I rose an hour 
■ooiier than Qsual, this morning, that I mightfinidi my 
sheet before breakfast, for 1 must write this day to tbe 
General. 

The grass under my windows is all be^Mingled with 
dewdrops, and the birds are aiugin^ in the apple trees, 
among the blossoms. Never poet had a morecommo- 
dions oratory in which to invoke bis Muse. 

I have made your heart ache too often, my poor 
dear Cousm. with talking about my fits Of dejection. 
Something has happened that has led me to tbe sub- 
ject, or I would have mentioned them more sparii^y. 
Do not supp6se, or suspect that I treat yon with re- 
serve; there is nothing in which I am concerned that 
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jFOV sball not be made acquaiDted wilh. But tht tale 
u too l<mg for a ktter. I will only add for your prt^- 
MDt satii&ctHui, that the eaiue is not exterior, tlul it 
W WK within the reach of human aid, and that yet I 
tmva a hope nyself, and Mrs. Uuwiio a strong peniim- 
HOD ot it> removal. 1 sv indeed even now, and bane 
been fot a couBtderable time, seosibLe of a change for 
tbt better, and expect, witb good reason, a confort- 
able lift Iron you. Guew thep, my beloved coadn, 
with what wishes I look forward to ibe time of your 
aniral, from whose cooiiug I prnmise myself not only 
pleuiHV, but peace of mind, at least an additional 
■hare of it. At present it is bd uncertain and treo> 
tieot guest witli me, but the joy with which I tliall 
•e0 end coovene **i)b you at Olney, may perhapf 
niiike it an abiding one. 

W.C. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

OlMy, JiiHtindS, IISC. 

Ah ! my cousin, you begin already to fear ftid quake. 
What a hero am I, compared with you. I have no 
iean of pofi. On the contrary am as bold as a lion. 
I wish that your carriage were even now at the door. 
You thoubl iQon see with bow mucb courage 1 would 
feceyou. But what cauBC have you for fearf Ami 
DOt your couun, with whom you have wandered in 
the fields of Freemantle, and at Bevie's Mount ? who 
wsed to read to you, toagh with you, till our sides 
faave ached, at any tfaing, or nothing! Aud am 1 
D these respects pt all altered } You will not find me 
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io ; bnt just as read; to laugh, and to iraiider, as yoa 
ever knew mc. A cloud perhaps may come over me 
now and then, for a few hours, but from cloudi I was 
never esempted. ■ And are not you the identical 
cousin with whom I have perfontied all these feab i 
The very Harriet whom I saw, for the lint time, at 
De Grey's, in Norfolk Street -' (II was on a Sunday, 
nben you came with my uncle and aunt to drink tea 
there, and I bad dined there, and was just going back 
to Westminster.) If these thing!* are so, and I am inte 
that yon cannot gainsay a syllable of them all, then 
this consequence follows ; tbat I do not promise my- 
self more pjeasure from your company ihiui I shall be 
sure to find. Then you are my cousin, in whom I 
always delighted, and in whom I donbt not that I 
shall delight even to ray latest boar. But this wicked 
coacb-maker has sunk my spirits- What a miserable 
thing it is to depend, in any degree, for the accom- 
plishment of a wish, and that wish so fervent, on the 
punctuality of a creature who I suppose was never 
punctual in his life ! Do tell him, my dear, in order 
to quicken him, that if he performs his promise, he 
shall make my coach, when 1 want one, and that if be 
performs it not, I will most assuredly employ soine 
other man. 

The Throckmortons sent a note to invite vs to 
dimitr — ^we went, and a very agreeable day we had. 
They made no fuss with us, whicb I was heartily glad 
to see, for where I give trouble I am sure that I can- 
not be welcome. Themselves, and tlieir chaplain, 
and we, were all the party. Alter dinner we had 
much cheerful and pleasant talk, the particulars' of 
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whidi migfat out perhips be so enlertaming upon 
paper, tfaerefore all but one I will omit, and itiat I 
will DMntion only because it will of itself be lufficient 
to give jrou an insight iiito their ojihiuoii on a very im- 
portant subject — their own religion. 1 happened to ' 
say dmt in all profesuons and trade* mankind a&cted 
su air of mystery. Physicians, I observed, in parti- 
cular, were olyects of that remark, who persist jn pre- 
scribmg in I^tm, many times no doubt to die hazard 
of a patient's life, through the ignorance of an apo- 
thecary. Mr. Tbrockinorton assoited to what I said, 
and luming to hb chaplain, to my intinite anqiriaa 
observed to him, " Tltat it jutt as abiwd a» our 
pratfiag in Latin." I could have hu^;ed him for 
his liberdity, and freedom from bigotry, but thought 
it rather more decent to let the matter pass withoat 
any visible notice. 1 therefore heard it with pleasure, 
and kept my pleasure to myself. The two ladies in 
the mean time were tete-k-t6te in the drawing-room. 
Their conversation turned principally (as I afterwards 
learned from Mrs. Uiiwln) on a most delightful topic, 
Tiz. myself. In the first place, Mrs. Tlirockmorton 
admired my book, from which Ant quoted by heart 
more than 1 conld rqteat, though I so lately wrote it. 
In abort, my dear, I cannot proceed to rdate what 
alie said of tbftbook, and the boc^'i author, fbrlhat 
aboounable modesty that I cannot even yet get rid of. 
Let it suffice to say tliat you, who are di^Kwed to 
love eva:y body who speaks kindly of your counn, 

will certainly love Mn. Throckmorton, vrhoi you 
jfaall be told what she said of him, and that you will 

be told is equally certain, because.it dqwnds on Mrs. 

.:. .Cookie 
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UBwii), who viU tell yoo many a good long stcrtiy for 
me, thit I am not able to lelt for myself. I am iKtW- 
c*er not at all in arrear to our neigbbcmfs in the 
matter of admiration and e«teero, but the more I 
koAv them, the Diore I like them, uid have neari^ an 
afiection for them both. I am delighted that the 
Task has so hrge u share of the approbation of your 
sendlrie Sufblk friend. 

I received yesterday from tbfe Oeneral anether let- 
ter of T. S. An imknofvn auxiliary havuig HatlM 
ikp ill my behalf, I believe I sbaD Icuvfe the business of 
answering to him, having no leisure myself for contro- 
Terey. He lies very open to a very effectusi reply. 

My dearest cousin adieu ! 1 hope to write to yoa 
bnt once more before we meet. But Ob I this coaclj- 
maker, and Oh I this holiday Week I 

Yours, nilh inqtalieut desire to see you. 

W.C. 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

UY DEAB FBIEND, 
The little time that I c«n devote le any other pur- 
pose than that of poetry is as you may s^^mm^ slden. 
Homer is urgent Much is done, but much rem«s 
^dwe, ami no schoolboy is more attenti^ to tbe 
peifonnance of his daily task than I am. You wiH 
therefore excuse me if at present I am both unfraquent 
and short. 

Tbe paper tells me that the Chancellor has relapsed, 
and X am truly sorry to hear it. The fint attack wa. 
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flaiigepolu, but a Mcosd attut be more foimidable 
iflSl. It is not probable that I should ever beu from 
turn again if he survive ; yet of the nuch that I sfaouU 
llETe felt for him, had our coniiexion nerer ben in- 
tEirupted, I stilt fed much. Every body will k*i tHe 
IpM of a man whose abilities have made him of such 
fjeneral importance. 

I correspond again with Colman, and upon the 
ipaet irimdly footing, and find in his instance, and in 
ipme others, that an intimate - intercourse, which has 
been «ti]y casnally sutpeodeit, not forfeited on eiiher 
fide by outrage, is capable not only of revival, but im- 
provement. 

' I had a letter some time since from your sbter 
Fanny, that gave me grent pleasure. Such notices 
AtMB old friends are always pleasant, and of such 
|ricai«res I iiave received many lately. Iliey refresh 
the remembrance of early days, and make me youi^ 
agMO. The noble institution of the Nonsense CInb 
wiH be forgotten, when we are gone wlio corapoaed 
it; but I often thbk of your most heroic line, writtoi 
Bt one of our meetings, and especially think of it 
when I am translating Homer — 

" To wfaom itplied tbe Devil yard-long-tsird.* 

Hicre never was any thing more truly Gredan than 
that triple epithet, wd were it possible to introduce it 
into either Iliad or Odyssey, I should certainly steal 
it: I am now flushed with expectation of Lady Hes- 
kelh, who spends the summer with us. We hope to 
see ber next week. We have found .admirable lodg- 
ii^ bodi (of ber and her suite, and a Qaaker in Ibb 

VOL. n. B 
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town, ^1 more adminibts thaa thej, who, oa if he 
loved her tu much as I do, funiisbea diem for bei 
wilb veal elegance. 

W. C. 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

Oiutf,lmmt9,m6- 

Mt dear conrin's arrinl bas, ai it coidd not Jail tv 
do, made us hapjHer than we ever were at Olney. 
Her great kindness m ginag usher company.is a cor- 
dial that I shall feel the eflfect of, not only while she is 
here but while I live. 

Olney will not be much longN the place of our 
Iiabitatian. At a village two miles distant we have 
faired a house of Mr. Throckmorton, a mnch better 
than we occupy at present, and yet noF more espen- 
nre. It k situated very near to our most agreeable 
landlord, and his agreeable pleasure grounds. In him, 
and in his wife, we shall find such companjcws as wiH 
always make the time pass pleasantly while they are 
m the country, and his gitiunds will afford ua good 
air, and good walkmg room in the winter ; two ad- 
TButages which we have not eujoyed at Olney, where 
I have DO neighbour with whom I can converse, and 
irtiere, seven months in the year, I have beeu- impri- 
soned by dirty and impassable ways, till both iny 
health and Mrs. Unwin's have suffered materially. 

Homer is ever importunate, and will not sul^ me 
to qtend half the time with my distant fiiends that I 
would ^adly give them. 

W.C. 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM XJNWIN. 

OlMy, Itlf S, I'm. 
MY DEAB WILLIAM, 

&ETSK a long Bilence I begin again. A day given to 
my fntnds, is a day taken from Homer, tmt to nch 
an interraption, now and tlien occurring, I have no 
ebjectioD. Lady Hetketh it.as you obBene, amvcd, 
and ha> been with lu Dear a fortnight. She fdeases 
ever; body, and is fJeased in ber turn with every 
thing she finds at Ohiey; u always chcerfiil and 
iweet-tempered, and knows no pleasure equal to that 
of comuiunicaling pleasure to us, aad to all around 
ber. This disposition in ber is the more comfortable, 
because it is not the humour of the day, a sudden 
flash of beDevolmoe and good spirits, occasicmed 
merely by a change of scene, but it is her natund 
turn, and has governed all her conduct ever since i 
knew ber first. We are consequently iappj in ber 
■ode^, and shall be faap^iier still to have ynu to par- 
take with OS in our joy. I am fond of the sound of 
bells, but was never more pleased with those of Olney 
than when tliey rang ber into ber new habitation. It 
is a complimeat that our performers upon those in- 
■tnunents have never paid to aoy other personage 
(Lord Dartmoutiii excepted) unce we knew tbe town. 
Id short, she is, as sbe ever was, my pride and my joy, 
and I am delated with every thing that means (o do 
her hoDoar. Her first appearance was too much for 
Die ; my sfHrits, instead of bemg gmUy raised, as I 
had iuadvertently siqipaied they would be, broke 
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down with me undar the pressure of too much joy, 
and left -me Qst, or rather melancholy, tbroughoDt 
the day, to a d^[ree that was mortifying to myself, 
and alarming to her. But I have made amends for 
this failure since, and in point of clieerfiilness have 
ftr exceeded her expectations, for she know that sable 
had been my suit for many \eani. 

And now I shall comuonicate news that will give 
you pleasures When you first contemplated the front 
of our abode, you were shocked. Id your eyes it- 
bad the appearance of a prison, and you'stghed at the 
thought that }Our mother lived in it Your view of 
it was not only just, but prophetic. It had not only 
die aq>ect of a place built tor th^ purposes of inear- 
ceratioD, but has actn^y served that puipose through 
a loug, long period, and we have been tbe prisofiers. 
Bui a gaol-delivery is at hand. The holts and bars 
are to be loosed, and we shall escape. A very different 
mansion, both in point of a{^arauce and accomtno- 
dation, eipecls us, and the expense of living in it not 
greater than we are subjected to in this. It is situated 
at Weston, one of tbe prettiest viHages in' Engtaod, 
and belongs to Mr. Throckmorton. We all three 
dine with him to-day by iovitalioa, and sbalt survey it 
in tbe afternnon, point out tbe necessary repairs, and 
finally adjust tljc treaty. I have my cousin's promise 
that sbe will never let anolber y«ar pass without a 
visit lo us ; and tbe bouse is large enough to lake us, 
and our suite, and her also, with as iuany of hers as 
she sball choose to bring. The change will I b(^ 
prove advantageous both to your mother and me in 
all r^ects. Here we have no peighbonrhood, there 
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we sfa^l have mmt agreeable neighbours in the 
TfarockmortcHM. Here we have a bad air in wintrar, 
impregnated with the fishy smelling fumes of the 
manh miasma ; there we shall breathe in an atmo- 
^faere untainted. Here we are confined ftoat Sep- 
tembei to March, and sometimes longer ; there we 
efaall be upon the way verge of pleasore-groDiids m 
which w« can always ramble, and ahall not wade 
through almost impassable dirt to get at them. Both 
;our mother'i conititiition and mine have suffered 
mateiiaUf by such close and l<»ig confiaement, and it 
is high time, unless we intend to retreat into the grave, 
that we should seek out a more wholesome residence! 
So lar is well, the rest is left to Heaven. 

1 have hardly left myself room for an answer to 
your qtwiies coucembg my friend John, and hu 
studies. I should recommend the civil war of Caesar; 
because be wrote it, who ranks I beUeve as the best 
writer, as well as soldier, of his day. There are books 
(I Itnow not what they are, but you do, and can 
easily find them) that will inform him clearly of both 
the dril and military management of tiie Romans, the 
several officeia, I mean, in both departments; and 
what was the peculiar province of each. The study 
of some sudi book would 1 should think prove a 
good iotrodoction to that of Livy, unless you have a 
Livy with notes to that efiect. A want of inteUigence 
in those points has heretofore made tbf Roman his- 
tory very dark and difficult to me; tbeji^re I thus 
advise. 

Yours ever, 

W. C. 
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TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

Ot«)',ial)r4,iTii& , 

I REJOICE, my ilnr friend, that ynu have at last re- 
ceived mj proposals, and most condiall; thauk you ibr 
all your labours in my service. I bare, iriends in tbe 
world who, .kn<»ving that I am apt. to be careless .when, 
left to myself, are detrrmiDed to w^ch over me nisb 
■ jealous eye upcu thin occasion. The consequence 
will be, Ihat the work will be better eiecuted, but 
more lardy in the productioa. To them 1 owe it, 
that my translation, as fast as it proceeds, passes un- 
der a revisat of a most accurate distenier of all blem- 
ishes. I know uot wliether 1 tpld you before, or now 
lei] you ibr the first time, that 1 am in the Jiands of a 
yery extraotdinai; person. He is intimate with pij 
bot^seller, and voluntarily offered bis service. I wag at. 
fint doublfiil.whetlier to accept it or not; but Qudiog 
that my friends abov^Aid were no) to l>e.sati«fied on 
any other terms, though myself a perfect stranger to 
the maa and his qualiiicalions, except as he. was recom- 
mended by Johnson, I at leuglh consented, and have 
stnce found gteat reason to rejoice.lhat I did, 1 called' 
him an extraoniinary person, and yuch he is. Fai he^ 
is not only versed in Homer, and accurate in fau know- 
ledge of the Greek to a, degree that enliUas him to. 
that appellation, liut, though a fqreigner, is a perfectt 
master of our lao£ui^,and has exqiijsjte taste in Ejig-, 
lish poetry. By his assistance I Lave improved, many 
passages, supplied many oversights, and corrected 
many mistakes, such as will of course escape the nKWt 
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diligent and attentive labourer hi' bucIi a work. I 
ought to add, becaoae it affbids the beat aswrence of 
hit zeal and fidelity, lliat be doei not toil for hire, nor 
will accept of an; premium, but baa entered on this 
business mereijr for hb amnMinent. In the iast: in- 
stance my riieebi wOt pass through the hands of our 
old schoolfellow Colmnn, who has engaged to coirect 
the press, and make any little alterations that he may 
aee expedient. With all tbb precantion, litHe as I ui- 
tended it once, I am now well satisfied. Experience 
has ccHivinced me that other eyes than my own are 
aecessBiy, in order that so long and arduous a task 
may be finished as it ought, and may neither (tiscredit 
me, nor mortify and disai^int ray friends. Vou,who 
1 know. iilCTCst yourself much and deeply in my suc- 
ceis, will I dare say be satisfied wilh it too. Pope had 
many aids, and he who follows Pope ouglit not to walk 
alone. - 

lliough I announce myself by my rery undertaking 
to be one of Homer's most enraptured admirers, I am 
not a blind one. Perhaps the speech of Achilles given 
in my ^cimen is, as you hint, rather too much in the 
moralizing strain, to suit so joung a roan, and of so 
mnch fire. But whether it be or not, in the course 
of the dose a[^Iication that I am forced to give to my 
author, I discover inadvertencies not a few ; some per- 
h^ that have escaped even the commentators them- 
selves ; or perhaps in the enthuaiasni of their idohtry, 
they rcsidved that they should pass for beauties. Ho- 
mer however; say what they will, was mm, and in all 
the works of man, especially in a work of aucb length 
and variety, many things vrill of necessity occur, that 
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mght hwe been Utter. Vofn aad Addiioah«Ia 
Deonu; ud Dennia, if I miiUke not, h«ld up a> he 
bar been to scom and detesUtion, tos a senuble fel- 
low, and paned Mwie censurea npon both those writ-. 
ere that, bad th^ been tesa jiut, would have hurt ibem 
Itsr. H«ineT had his Zoilut; wid peibi^a if we knew 
all that ZoUns said, we Bhould be forced to acknow^ 
ledge that somethnes at leart he liad reason on hu 
ude. But it is dangerous to find any &ult at all with 
what the world is determined toestean taultlen. 

I r^Mce, ray dear Inend, d»t yon eiyoy some com. 
posure, and cheerfidness of ifixUs : may God preserve 
and mcrease to youso great abtassing! 

I am afiectionately and truly yours, 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Aifiut 1*. ITSe. 
MY DBAR FRIEND, 

I CATCH a minute by the tail and hold it hit, while I 
write to you. The moment it is fled I must go to 
breaktast. I am still occupied in refining and poli^- 
mg, and shall this morning give the finishing hanid to 
the seventh book. Fuseli does me the honour to 
say that the most difficult, and most interesting (Hits 
of the poem, are admirably rendered. But becauaa 
he did not express himself equ^y pleased wUh the 
more pedestrian parts of it, my labour therefore haa 
been prindpally given to the digoification of them i 
not but that I have retouched considerably, and mad^ 
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better still (be beat. In short I hope to make it all of 
apiece, mdshaQezert myself to the ntmost tosecurc 
that deurable point. A storyteller, so very circum- 
stantial as Homer, must of iieRsnty present us often 
with much matter iu itself capaUe of no odier embel- 
lisbinent Aaa punty of diction, and hantuMry of vcn 
sificAiion, can give to it. Hie labor, hoc oput ttt. 
For our langnage, unless it he very severely chastised, 
has not the terseness, nor our measure the music ot 
tbe Greek. But I shall not feil through want of ia- 
dustiy. 

We are likely to be ^ay happy in our conoeiiiMi 
with, the Throckmortons. His reserve and mine wear 
off; and he talks with f^taX pleasure of the comfort 
that he proposes to himself from our wintet^veniug 
conversations. His purpose seems to he, thai we 
should spend them alternately with eadi other. Lady 
Hesketh transcribes for me at present. When she is 
gone, Mrs. Tbrockmoitou takes up that business, anc)> 
will be my kdy of the ink-bottle for the rest of tbe 
winter. She solicited herself that office. 
Believe me, 

Hy dear WiltiaiD, truly yours, 

W. C. 

Mr^TbrockmortoD will (I doubt not) procure Lord 
pelre's name, if be can, without any hint from mc. 
He could not interest himself more in my success, tiiun 
be seems Id do. Could he gel the Pope to subscribe. 
1 sboulil have him ; and should be glad of bini aoit 
tbe whole Conclave. 
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TO THE REV. WILUAM UNTVIN. 

HT DEAR FKIBND, 

Yoo are my mahogany bos, with a slip in the lid 
of it, to which I commit my pioductiom of the lyric 
kind, in perfect confidence that tbey are safe, and will 
go DO ferther. All who are attached to the jinglii^ 
art have thii peculiarity, that they would find no [da- 
Kue in the exerdse, bad tbey not one friend at least 
to whom they niit^t publish what tbey hftve eompoaed. 
If yon approve my Latin, and your Wife and Sister 
my Englisii, tliia, logetber with the approbation of your 
Mother, is hme enough for me. 

He wIm> cannot ]ook forward with comfort, nmtl 
find what cranfiirt be can in looking backward. Upon 
this principle, I the other day sent my imagination up- 
on a trip thirty yeva behind me. She was very obe* 
dient, and very swift of foot, preseutiy performed ber 
journey, and at last set me down in the nxth form at 
Westminster. I fancied myself once more a sdraoL- 
boy, a period of life in which, if I had never tasted 
true hamunesa, I was at least equally unacquainted 
with its ccmtrary. No manuJactuivr ^ waking dreams 
ever succeeded better in his employment than I do. 
I can weave such a piece of tapestry in a few minutes, 
as not only has all the dianns of mlity, but is embd. 
fished also with a variety of beauties wbicb, tboagh 
they never existed, are more ci^>tivatiog than any t^ 
ever did — accordingly I was a schoolboy in fa^ H- 
vour with die roaster, received a ulver groat fbr my 
exercise, and had the pleasure of seebg it sent froa 
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form to fonn, for tlie admiration of all who were able 
to uodentand it. Do ;ou wi^ to we this li^hly ap- 
plauded performaiice ? It followi on tbc other side. 



TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

HT DEAB WILLIAM, 

YoD are loinetiiiies indebted to bad weatlier, but 
more Irequenlly to a dejected state of mind, for m; 
pUDctiiaUty ai a correspondent. Thia was tfae case 
wben I composed that tngi-comtc ditty for which ;o« 
Ihank me ; my ^itits were exceeding low, and bavii^ 
no fool or jester at band, I resolved to be my own. 
llie end was answered ; 1 laughed myself, and I made 
yon laugh. SomeliiDeB I poor out my thoughts in a 
monmfiil strain, but those sable effusions your Mo- 
ther will not suffer me to send jod, being resolved 
that nobody diall share with me the burthen of my 
rodancfaoly but herself. In general you may suppose 
that I am remarkably sad when I seem remaricably 
meny. The effort we make to get rid of a load is 
umally violent in proportion to the weight of it 
I have seen at Sadler's Wells a tight little fellow 
dancing with a faX man upon his shoulders; to those 
who looked at him, he seemed hnensible of the incum- 
brance, but if a physician had Jelt hit pulse, when the 
feat was over, I suppose he would have found the effect 
of it there. Perhaps you remember the Undertaken' 
dance in the Rehearsal, which they perform in crape 
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hat-bandg ind black doiks, to the tune of" Hob or 
Nob/'oneoftbespfiglitliestairain tlieworH Such 
u my fiddln^, and such is my dancing ; but the; 
KTK a pnipoae which at some certain limes could not 
be to efiectnally promoted by any thing else. 

I bave endeavoured to comply with your request, 
though I am not good at writing npmi a giren soIh 
ject. Yonr Mother however comforts me by her ap- 
probatioo, and I steer myKlf in all that I produce by 
her judgment. If she does not understand me at the 
first reading, I am sure the lines are obscure, and al- 
ways alter Ihem i if she laughs, I know it is not witb- 
ont reason; and if she says, " thafs well, it will do"— 
I bare no fear lest any body else should find fault 
wilfa k. She is my lord cbamberiain, who licenses all 
I write*. 

If yon like it, use it. If not, you know the rvBedy. 
It is serionsi yet ejMgramnutic — Uke abisfaop at a bslll 
W.C. 



TO THE ftEV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

MY DEAB FBI END, 

1 AM sensibly mortified at findii^ myself obliged to 
disappoint you ; but though I bare bad many tboughts 
upon the subject you propose to my cousidenilioa, I 
have had none that have been fevourable to tbe ub- 
dertakiug. I applaud your purpose, for the sake ot 

• The venea tu Hiai C on bet birtb dsy (vide Poems, 

wl. 3.> were bwaaed here. 
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the principfe fifom which it springs ; bat 1 look up<Mi 
the evils ^ou mean to animadvert upon, as.too obsti- 
nate and invletetale erer to be expelleii by the means 
you menlion. The very pfreims to whom you wouW 
address yonr remonstrMice, are themsdvei sufficieiiUy 
aware of their enormity ! years ngo, to my knowledge, 
Ibey were freqaeoUy the topics of conTenatwn a* po- 
lite tables ; they have be* frequently meoticMied ia 
1>otb bouses of parlianienl ; and I suppose there is 
linrdly a member of eilher, who would not immedi- 
ately assent »o the neceswty of reformalion, were it 
proposed to him in a reasonable way. But there it 
stops; and there it will for ever stop, lUI the n^jority 
are animated with a «al in which they are at present 
d«)lorably defective. A religious man b unfeignedly 
shocked, wlien he reflects upon the prevalence of such 
crimes; a moral man must needs be so in a degree, 
and will affect to be much more so than be is. Bat 
bow many do you suppose there are among o«r wor- 
thy reuresentatives, that come under either of these 
descriptionsf If all were such, yet to new model the 
police of the eouatry. which must be done m order to 
make even unavoidable peijury less frequent, were a 
task ihev would hardly undertake, on account of the 
great difficulty that would attend iL Government is 
too much interested in the consnmption of malt-Uquor, 
to reduce the number of venders. Such plausiMe 
pleas may be offered in defence of travelling on Sun- 
dam espedally by the tradii^ part of the world, as 
U« whole bench of bishops would find it difficult to 
overrule. And with respect to the violation of oati»i 
till a«rlain name is more generally respected than it 
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it at picfcnt, however inch pmttoM as yountV oiay 
be grieved at it, the l^pdatnre are never like^ to lay 
it to heart I do not mean, nor would by any means 
attempt to dis<»{ir^;e yon in lo laudable an a^er- 
priK; but such it the light in which it appean to me, 
that I do not feel the least spaHc of courage qualify- 
ii^ or prompting me to embai^ io it myself. An 
exhortation timefbre written by me, by faopelen des- 
pondmg me, woold be flat, insipid, and uninteresting; 
aad disgrace the cauw, instead of serving it. If aAer 
what I have said however yon still retain the same 
sentiDiaiti, Made etto rirtute tmi, there is nobody 
belter qualified than yourself and may your success 
prove that I despaired of it without a reason. ~ 
Adieu, my dear friend, 

W. C. 



TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY DBAR PBIBND, 

I WRITE under the imprestionof a difficulty not easily 
tniiBoanted, the want of somethug to lay. Letter- 
tuning is generally more entertaining to the writer 
dian the reader; for your sake therefore 1 wonid 
avoid it, but a dearth of materials is very apt to betray 
one into a trifling strain, in i^ite of aU our endcttvoun 
to beaerious. 

I left oS on Saturday, this present being Monday 
morning, and I renew the attempt, in htqies that I 
may possibly catch some sniyect by the end, and be 
man sucocasfnl. 
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So bare I Ken the maids in Tain. 
Tumble and tewe ■ tangied skein ; 
Tlie; bite the lip, tliej aciatcb the head. 
And cry~~" the deuce ii in Oie thread I" 
Tbcy tortare it, and Jerk it round, 
Till tho ri|)it tmi at Lut ii fbood, 
Tbenwind, and wind, and wind awaf, 
And what wa» woA ii chai^'d to plaj. 

Wbd I wrote the two firatlinet,! tbougbt I had 
engaged in a haardooi entapiite; for thought I, 
sboukl my poelkal vein be at dry aa my pmnic, I 
Bhall flpml the sheet, and (end nothing at all ; for I 
coold on no account endure the thought of beginobg 
again. ,But I tiiiak I have succeeded to admiration, 
and am willing to flatter myself that 1 have seen eveo a 
worse impromptu in the newspapers. 

"plough we live in a nof*k, and the world is quite 
uncomdous that there are any such beings in it a* 
Aiuselves, yet we are not uncoucemed about what 
fHUses in it. Tbe present awful crisis, big with 
the &te of England, raigages much of our attention. 
Tlie action is probably over by this time, and though 
we know it uot, the grand question is decided, whether 
the war shall roar ui our once peaceful fields, or whether 
we shall still only hear of it at a distance. I can 
compare Ibe nation to no umiUtude more apt, than 
that of an andent castle that had been for days 
assaulted by the battering ram. It was long before 
the stroke of that engine made any sensible impression, 
but tbe continual repetition at length communicated a 
slight tremor to the wall, tbe next, and the nest, and 
the next blow increased it. Another sliock puts llic 



ig6 cowpbb's lettehs. 23!. 

whole maas in molioD, from the top to Ute foundatiDti: 
it beads forward, and is evei^ inoment driven farther 
tram the perpendicular; (ill at last the decisive Mow 
is given, and dowu it comet. £¥617 millioa that has 
be«i raised witliiu the last century, has bad an eStct 
upon the coDStitutioii like that of a blow from the 
aforesaid ram upon the aforesaid w^. The impulse 
becomes more and more important, and the imi»«s- 
am it diskes is continually augmesited ; rarieM there- 
fore something estnordinaiy intervene* to prevent it 
—you will find the consequBnce at the end of my si- 
mik. 

Youn, 



TO THE REV. WILUAU UNWIN. 

Aa I promised you verse, if you would send me a 
frank, I am not willbg to return the cover' without 
some, though I think I have already wearied yon by 
the prolixity of my prose.* 

I must refer you to those unucconntable gadding 
and caprices of the human mind, for the cause of thb 
prodnrtion ; for in general I believe there is no nmn 
who has less to do with the ladies' cheeks than 1 hare. 
I BUf^MEe it would be best to antedate it, and to ima- 
gine that it was written twenty years ago, for my miud 
wasnever more in a trifling butterfly trim fhan when f 
composed it, even in the earliest parts of my life- 

• Here followed hii poem, tbe Lily and tbo Rose., 
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Andwtnt n worse than allthb, I have tnuulalMl it> 
into Lutio. But that soma otfaei time. 
Yours, 

W.C. 

TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN. 

MY DEAB WILLIAM, 

How apt we are to deceive ounclves where self is in 
question : you say I hdi in your debt, and I aceounted 
you ifl mine: a mistake to which you must attribute 
my arrean, if indeed I owe you any, for I am not 
backward to write where the u[q>ermoit thought is 
wekooie. 

1 am obtigetl to you for all the boohs you have oe> 
canoually furnished me with : I did not indeed read 
many of Joboion's Classics — those of established 
rqnitatwn are so fresh in my memory, though many 
yean have intenened sinoe I made them my compo- 
uioos, that it was like reading what 1 read yesterday 
.over again : and as to the minor Classics, 1 did not 
think them worth reading at all — I tasted most of 
them, and did not like them — it is a great thing to be 
indeed a poet, and does not happen to more than one 
mau in a cenlury. Churchill, the great Churchill, 
deserved the name of poet — I have read him twice, 
Itnd smne of his {ueces three times over, and the last 
lime whh more pleasure than the first. The pitiful 
dribbler of fab life seems to have undertaken that task, 
for which he was entirely unqualified, merdy because 
it afforded him on oppctflhnity to traduce him- He 
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Iws hserted in it but one atMolote of coaaeqwaot, 
for which be refen yon to a novel, and iHtrodncei the 
■lorv «fif h doubts abont the truth of it. But his bnr- 
renuess as a biographer I could forgive, if the simple- 
ton had not thought himself a ju(^ of his writings, 
and, nnder ihe erroneous influence of that thought, in- 
formed, his reader tbat Gotham, Independence, and 
the 'HnwE, were catchpennies. Ootbam, unless I am 
a greater blockhead than be, which I bdi tar from 
beli6viBg, is a noble and beantifiil poem, and a poem 
with which 1 make no doubt the author took as much 
pains, as with an; he ever wrote. Making allowance, 
(and Dryden m his Abnlom and Achitophel stands in 
need of the same indulgence) for en unwarrantable use 
of Scripture, it appears to me to be a masterly per- 
formance. Independence is a most aiiimated piece, 
full of strength and sfnrit, and maiked with that bold 
masculine character which I think is the great peculia' 
rity of this writer. And the Times (except that lfa« 
subject is disgusting to the last degree) stands equally 
high in my opinion. He is indeed a careless writer 
fiir the most part ; but wlwre shall we find in any of 
tlMwe anlhoTs who finish thdr works with the exact- 
ness of a Flemish pencil, those bold and daring strokev 
of lancy, those numbers so hanrdously ventured 
upon, and so happily tinished, the matter so com- 
presrtd, and yet so clear, and the colourmg so ^mt- 
ingly hud on, and yet with such a beautiful effect I ' In 
short.'it is not his least pta^ that lie is never guilty of 
those faults as a writer, which he lays to the diai^ of 
olbers. A proofthat he did rot judge by a borrowed 
standard, or from rules Inid (*own by critics, but that 
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be was qnsHfied to do it by his own uative powers, 
^Dil his great £uperioiity of genius.. For he that 
wrote so much, and so &st, would througb inadter- 
tence and hnrry unavoidably have dquited from 
rules which he might have found in books, but his 
own truly poetical talent was a guide which conld oot 
suffer him to err. A raoe-horae is graceful m bis 
swiftest pace, and nerer makes an awkward motion 
though he is iiiuthed to his utmost speed. A cart-horse 
might perhaps be laught to play tricks in the riding- 
scbool, and might prance and curvet like his betters, 
but at some unlucky time would be sure to betray the 
baseness of lib original. It b an afiair of very little 
consequence perhaps to tlie well-being of mankind, 
but I cai)D0t help regretting that he died so soon. 
Iliose words of Virgil, upon tbe immature death of 
Marcellui, might serve for his e[Htapfa. 

" Otlendent terria lionc tantum fata, iieqne altra 

lEsse sinent .' 

Yours, 



TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

UY DBAS WILLIAM, 
I FIND tbe Itegutei in all respects an eolertainmg 
medley, but e^ecially in thb, that it has brought to 
my view some long forgotten pieces of my own pro- 
duction. I mean by the way two or three. Those 1 
have marked with my own initials, and yon may be 
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Mire I fotmd Iheia peculiarly agrenble, as tfaey had 
not only the grace of being mine, but that of novelty 
likewise to lecomitieud tbem. It b at least tw«n^ 
yean nnce I saw them. You I think was never a 
dabbler in rhyme. I have been one ever unce I was 
fourteen yean of age, when I began with tianslating 
au elegy of Tiballua. I have no more r^ to the 
name of a poet, than a maker of mouse-traps has to 
tiiat of an engineer, but my Uttle esploits in this w^ 
have at times amused me so much, that I have odtm 
widied rayielf a good one. Such a talent in verse as 
mine is like a cluld's rattle, very entertaining to the 
trider that uses it, and very disagreeable to all beside. 
But it has served to rid me of some melancholy mo- 
mests, for I only take it up as a gentleman performer 
does his fiddle. I have this peculiarity be^nging to 
me as a rhymist, that though 1 am charmed to a great 
degree with roy own work, while it is on the anvil, I 
cau seldom bear to look at it when it is once 
finished. The more I contemplate it, tlie more it 
loses of its value, till I am at last disgusted with it. I 
then throw it by, take it vp again perh^ ten years 
after, and am as much delighted with it as at the first. 
Few people liave the art of being agreeable when 
tbey talk of themselves; if you are notweaiythetefora 
yon pay me a high compliment. 

I dare say Miss S was much diverted with the 

conjecture of her friends, llie true key to the pies- 
sure she found at OIney was plain enough to be seen, 
'»"< they diose to overlook it. She brought with her 
a diqwsition to be pleased, which whoever does 
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is sure to find a visit agreeable, because Qxy make it 

•0. 

W. C 
TO THE REV- WALTER B,VGOT. 

Olne;, AnfDR 31, 1)s6. 

MY DBAK PBIEND, 
I'beoan to fear ibr your health, and every day said 
to myself— I must write to Bagot soon, if it he only to 
a^ him how be does — a measure that I should 
certainly have punned long since had I be«D less 
absorbed in Homer than I am. But such are my en- 
gagementsin that quarter, that they make me,I Ihinh, 
good for little ebe. 

Many thanks, my liiend, for the names that you 
have sent me. The Bagots will make a most cans]n- 
cuous figure among my subscribers, and I shall not I 
hope sotm forget my obligations to them. 

The uoacqtiaintedness of modem ears wilh the 
divine harmony of Hilton's numbers, and the prfaci- 
ples upon which he constructed them, is the cause of 
the quarrel tbat lliey have with elisions in blank verse. 
But where h the remedy? In vain should you or I, 

* Tlig datelesa letter, wbjch ii probably enlilleil to a very 
Mrty plice in tliis collection, was reserved to close the cor- 
mpoDdence witlt Mr. Unwia, frou the hope, tint before the 
pHM advanced to Hr, the editor tnigfat recover those miLpawD 
verse* «f Cowper, to which the letter aJliidM, but all 
KMsrches for itiii pDrpose have failed. HAVLEt, 
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wad a few huDdreds more perbapt who hare studied 
fail veraficatkn, tell them of the lupetior imyeaty of tt, 
and that for that m^jaity it u greatly indebted to 
those eliaiom. la their can, the; aie discord and dSs- 
■ouDce ; they lengthen the line beyond it> due limits, 
and are therefore not to be endured. There is a 
whimsical inconsistence in the judgment of modern 
readers in this particutar, A^ than all round, whom 
do you account the best writer of blank verse f and 
tbey will reply to a man, Millon, to he sure ; Hilto^^ 
against the field! Yet if a writer of the presnitdajr 
should construct his numbers exactly upon Miltou*s 
plan, not one in fifty of these profened admirars of 
Milton would endure him. The case standing tfans, 
what is to be done t An author must tjitber be coa- 
lented to give disgust to the generality, or he must 
humour tfaem by sinning against Ids own judgment. 
This latter course, so tar as elisions are concerned, I 
have adopted as essential to my success. In every 
other respect I give as much variety m my measore aa 
I can, I believe I may say as b leu syllables it is po6»- 
ble to give, ihiflmg perpetually the pause and cadence, 
and accounting myself happy that modem refinemoit 
has not yet enacted laws against this also. If it had, 
I protest to you I would have dropped my design of 
trandating Homer entirely ; and with what an indig- 
nant statelmess of reluctance I make them tbe conces- 
sion that I have mentioned, Mrs. Uuwin can witness, 
wbo bean all my complaints upon tlte subject. 

After having lived twenty years at OIney, we st« 
on the point of leaving il, but shall not raigtale far. 
We have Uken a house in the village of Weston- 
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Lady Hesketh is out good angel, by wbow aid we are 
eaabkd to pass into a better air, aod a more walkable 
coimtiy. The imprisoument that we have su&red 
her« for so man^ wiuteri, bas burt ub botb. That we 
may su^T it ao longer, afae stoops to Ohiey, \Hia us 
from our swainp, and sets us down on the elevated 
^ouuds of Weston tJaderwood. Tbere, my dear 
friend, I diall be happy to we you, and (o tfauik you 
in person for all your kindness. 
, I do not wonder at the judgment that you fbnn of 

a foreigner; but you may assure youraelf that, 

foreigner as be is, be bas an exquisite taste in English 
verse. ' Tlie man is all fire, and an enthusiast in the 
h^best degree on tbe subject of Homer, and has 
given me more than once a jog, when 1 have been in- 
eliaed to n^ with my author. No cold water is to be 
feared from bim that might abate my own fire, rather 
perhaps too much combustible. 

A<Ben I mon ami, yours feithfully, 

W. C. 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

oiik;, oa. 6, nes. 
¥oD liave not beard I sui^mse that tbe ninth book of 
my translation is at tbe bottom of the Thames. But 
it is even to. A storm overtook it m its way to King- 
ston, and it sank, togetiier with tbe whole oa^o ef tbe 
boat in which it was a passenger. Not figtiralively 
foreshowmg, I hope, by its submersion, tbe fiite of all 
the rest. My kind and generons cousin, who leaves 
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uotbiDg undone that nhe thinks can ixinduce to mif 
comfort, CDCOuntgemetit, or coDrenience, is my tTaiB< 
crtber also. She wrote the copy, and the will have to 

write it again Hen theierore a tlie damage. I 

have a Iboosand reasons to lameat that the time 
amroudies when we must lose her. She has mad« a 
wiuteriy summer a most delightful one, but the winter 
itsdf we must spend without her. 

W. C 



TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

WbUib Unrtwwuod, Not. 17, ITa^ 
HT DEAR FRIEND, 

There are some things that do not actually shorten 
the life of man, yet seem to do so, anil frequent re* 
movals from place to place are of that number. Fot 
my own part at least 1 am apt to tbiak, if I had been 
more stationary, 1 should seem to myself to have liTcd 
longer. My many changes of habitation have divided 
my time into many short periods, and when I look 
back upon tkem they ^pear only as the stages in « 
day's journey, the first of which-is at no very great 
distance from the last. 

I lived longer at Olncy than any wbeie, Hmk 
indeed I lived till moutdenng walb and a totterms 
house warned me to depart. I have accordingly 
lHke« the faint, and two days unce arrived, or jalber 

• Id this interval, vU. on the 15th of Ihe fbllowing menlb, 
llie day on which he completed tiis fiftj-fiftli year (O. S.) Mc 
Cowper removed Id Weiton Vndemood. 
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took op my abode at Weston. You perhaps have 
never made the experimcDtv but I can assure you that 
the conAinoii which atleods a transmigration of this 
bind b iofioile, and has a terrible effect in deranging 
the intellects. I have been obliged to renounce my 
Homer on the occasion, and though not for many 
days, 1 yet feet as if study and meditation, so long my 
confirmed habits, were on a vuddcn become imprac- 
ticiUtle, and that I shall certainly find them so when I 
attempt them again. But in a scene so much quieler 
and pleaianter than that which I have just escaped 
from, in a house so much more commodious, and with 
farniture about me so much more to my taste, I shall 
hope to recover my literary tendency agah), when 
once the bustle oftbe occasion shall have sutMided. 

How glad I should be to receive you under a roof, 
where yon would find me so much more comfortably 
accommodated than at Olueyt 1 know your warmth 
of heart toward me, and am sure that you would' re- 
joice in my joy. At present indeed I haw not had 
lime for much self-gratulation, but have every reason 
to hope nevertheless thut in due time f shall derive 
considerable advantage, both in health and spirits, 
from the alteration made in my whtrtahout. 

1 have now the twelfth book of the Iliad in hand, 
having settled the eleven first books fiimlly, as I think, 
or nearly so. The winter is the lime when I make the 
greatest riddance. 

Adieu, my friend Waller. Let me hear from yoo^ 
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TO LADY HE5KETH. 



W(Mi» Lodtc Vn. t6, ITS6. 

It is my birthdajf, my bdoved Cousiii, wd I detennine 
lo employ B pert of it, that it may not be destitute of 
festivity, b writing to you. The daA, ttiick fog that 
faaa obscured it, would have been a burthen to me at 
OIney, but here I have hardly attended to it. Tbt 
neatness and snagneas of our abode compensate all the 
drearinesa of the season, and whether the ways are 
wet or dry, our house at least is always warm and 
commodious. ! for you, my Cousin, to partake 
tbcae comforts with us I I will not begin already to 
tease you upon that subject, but Mre. Unwin remem- 
bers to have beard from your own lips, that you hate 
London in the ^ring. Perhaps therefore by that 
time, you may be glad to escape from a scene which 
will be every day growii^ more disagreeable, ibai 
you may enjoy the comforts of the lodge. Yod 
well know that the best bouse bas a desolate aiqiear- 
ance uofiimisbed. This house accordingly, since it 
has been occupied by us and our meablea, is as much 
supenor to what it was when you saw it, as you can 
imagine. The parlour is even elegant. When I say 
that the parlour is elegant, I do not mean to insmuatc 
that the study is not so. It is neat, warm, and silent, 
and a much better study than I deserve, if I do not 
produce in it an incomparable translation of Homer. I 
think every day of those lines of Milton, and congia- 
tolate myself on having (Stained, before I am quite super- 
annuated, what he leenu not to have hoped for sooner. 
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" And maj at lenglfa my wearr b^ 
Find out the pMcefiil bmnit^e I" 

For if it ii not an hermitage, at leait it is a much 
better thing, and yon must always uaderatand, my 
dear, ttat when poets talk of co(tage^ hermitage^ 
and such like things, they mean a house with six 
nshes m iroot, two comfortable parlours, a smart 
slaii-case, and three bedchambers of confenient 
dimensions; in short, exactly such a house as this. 

The Throckmortous coDtinue the most oblij[ing 
neighbours in the world. One morning last week, 
ihey both went with me to the cli& — a scene, my 
dear, in which you would delight beyond measure, 
but which you cannot visit except in the spring or 
autumn. The heat of summer, und the clmging dirt 
of winter would destroy you. What is called the cliff, 
is no clitf, nor at all hko (me, but a beautiiiij terrace, 
slo{MDg-geutly down to the Ouse, and from the brow 
of which, though not lofty, you have a yiew of such a 
valley as makes that which you see from the hills aear 
Olney, aod which I have had the honour to celebrate, 
an e^ir of no consideration. 

Wintry as the weather is, do not suspect that it 
confines nke. 1 ramble daily, and every day chaug« 
my ramble. Wherever I go, I find short grass under 
my feet, and when I have travelled perhaps five miles, 
come borne with shoes not at all loo dirty for a draw- 
ing-room. I was pacing yesterday under the elms, 
(lutt aurroond the field in which stands tbe great 
alcove, w^en hfting my eyes I saw two black genteel 
figures bolt through' a hedge into tbe path where I was 
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watkiag. You gaess already who they were, and that 
tbey coutd be nobody but oar ne^hboots. They had 
■eeo me from a bill at a distance, and had tiavened a 
gteat turnip-fiekl to get at me. You see tberefwe. 
By dear, that I am in some lequest. Alai! in too 
much request with some pe<^le. The verses of Cad- 
wallader iMve found me at last. 

I am charmed wUfa your account of our little 
Cousnn* at Kensington. If the worid doei not spoil 
him hereafter, he will be a valuable man. 

Good night, and may God bless thee. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

TVlA]ci^DM.t,lTM(. 

I SENT yon, my dear, a melancholy letter, aud I do 
itot know that I shall now send you one very unlike it. 
Not that any thing occurs in ctwsequence erf oiv late 
Ion more afflictive than nns to be expected, but the 
mind does not perfectly recover its tone after a sbo^ 
13ie that which has been felt so lately. This I observe, 
diat thoDgh my experience bat long aince tanght me, 
that this world is a world of dudows, and that it is 
tbe more prudent, es well as the more Christian 
course to possess tbe confiDns that we find in it, as if 
we possessed them not, it is no easy matter to reduce 
this doctrine into practice. We fbiget that that Obd 
ivho gave ibem, may, when he pleases, taketban away ; 
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and that pab^M it may please bim to take them at a 
lime when we least expect, or are least diq>oaed to 
part irom them. Thus it hu happened in Iba present 
casfli. There never was a moment in Unwin's lile, 
when there seemed to be more urgent want of him 
than the moment in which he died. He hod atlaioed 
to an age when., if thejr are at aay time luefiil, men 
beeomeiueful to their families, their iriends, and the 
world. His parish b^aq to feel, and to he sensible of 
the. advantages of his minbtry. The clergy aroond 
him were many of them awed by his example. His 
children were thriving under bb own tnition and ma- 
nagement, and his elderi boy is likely to feel his loss 
severely, being by his yean in some respect qoalified 
to understand the value of such a parent; by Lis 
Utetaty proficiency too clever for n schoolboy, and 
too. young at the same time for the unireni^. Hie 
removal of a man in the prime of life of such a cba- 
lacter, and with such connexions, seems to make a 
v«ud in sodety that can never be filled. Ood qeemed 
to have.ntade him jiut what he was, that he might be 
a blessing to others, and wh^ the influence of bis 
character and abilities began to be felt, removed him. 
.Tl>ese are mysteries, my dear, that we cannot con- 
template without astonishment, but wfaicb will never- 
theless he explained hereafter, and must in the mean 
time be revered in ulence. It is well for his mother, 
that she has spent her life in the practice of an habi- 
toal acquiescence in the dispeosatioos of Providence, 
else I know, that this stroke would have been heavier, 
after all that she has suffered upon another account, 
than she coi^d have boirte. She derives, as she well 
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may, great consolalioD from tbe thos^t that be lived 
(be life, snd died the (kath of a CbrittHm. -Theotni- 
■equence is, if possible, racHc unavoidable tbao tbe 
■Most matbematical oonclttskiu, that therefore be it 
tnppy. So farewell, my fnend Uawia ! Tbe fint 
nan for whom I conceived a friendship after my re- 
moval from St. Alban's, and for whou I camiot but 
■till continue to feel a friendsbip, tbough I sball see 
tbee with tbese eyes no more. 

W.C. 



TO ROBERT SMITH, ESQ. 



Mr DBAB6IK, 

We bave indeed fiulTered a great loss by tbe death of 
onr friend Uinvin ; and tbe shock that attended it wa» 
die more severe, as till within a few hours of his de- 
cease there seemed to be no very alarming symptoms. 
Alt (be accouDt that we received from Mr. Henry 
Thornton, who acted lilte a true frieml on tbe occa- 
sion, aud with a teoderoess toward all concerned, that 
does him great honour, encoaraged our Iiopes of his 
recovery ; and Mrs. Unwin herself found him on her 
arrival at Winchester so cheerful, and in tqipeaniDce 
so likely to live, that her letter also seemed to promise 
us all that we could wish on the subject. But an im- 
espected turn in his distemper, which suddenly seized 
bisbowels, dashed all our hopes, and deprived us al- 
DKBt immediately of a man whom we must ever re- 
.gret. His mind having been from his inlaocy deqily 
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tmctuMd witli religious gentiaients, be was alw^ in- 
pnned wttb a sense of llie importanee of the great 
efaan^ of all ; aad od former occanous, what at any 
time be foond himself indispowd. was comequcally 
subject to distiesNDg alanu and apprebepaions. Sfal 
in ihts last instaOce-, his mind wa* from Ifae drst com- 
posed and easy ; his fears mere taken awaj, and sue-, 
eeeded by sncli a ceiignalioa as warrants m in saying, 
" tliat God made all his bed id his sickness." 1 be- 
lieve it is always (hiu, where the heart, though upright 
toward God, as Unwin's assuredly was, is yet troubled 
with tbe fear of death. When death indeed comes, 
he h either welcome, or at least hat lost bis sting. 

I have known many such instances, and his mother, 
from the moment that she learned with what tran- 
qnillity he was favoured in his illness, for that very 
reason expected that it would be his last Yet not 
with to much certainty, hut that tbe faToiirable ae- 
Gounts-of him at length, in a great measuie, super- 
seded that persua^oo . 

She begs me to assure you, iny dear nr, how sen- 
sible she is, as well as myself, of the kindness of your 
im{niries. She sufiers this stroke, not with more pa- 
lieiice and submission thaa I eipeded, for I never 
knew her hurried by any affliction into tbe loss^ of 
either, lint in appearance fd least, and at present, with 
less iqiuiy to her health than I ^iprebended. She 
observed to me, after reading your kind letter, that 
though it was a proof of the greatness of her loss, it 
yet afforded her pleasure, though a mdancboly one, to 
see bow much her son had been loved and valued by 
nich B person at youneU', 
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Mrs. Uowin wrote to her dangbter-io-law, to invite- 
ber and Ibe &ni)3' hitber, hoptog that a change c»f 
•MDc, and a lituatioii so pleasant U tfau, may be of 
service to ber, bat we have not yet received her an- 
met. I have good hope however that, great as her 
affliction must be, she will yet be able to support it,. 
tot she wdl knows whidier to resort for consolation. 
' Thevirtues and amiable qnalities of ourfnendsBie- 
die thmgs for M^iicb we inost with to keep tbeni, but 
tb^ are on the other baud the very lUngs^ that in 
puticttlar ought to recondk us to Ibeir dcpartMC^ 
We fiod ourselves sometitues connected with, and en-* 
gaged in aflection too, to a person of whose ceBdineM 
wd fitness for another lift we cannot have die highest 
opinion. Hie death of sucb men has a bitteinesa in 
it, both to themselves and snrvivors, whieh, tbanfc 
6odl is not to he found in the death of Unwin. 

1 know, my dear sir, how much you valued tin, 
and I know also how mocfa he valued yan> With ne- 
ipect to bim, all is well ; and of you, if I shvald sar- 
vive you, which perhaps is not very probable, I ifaall 
ny the same. 

In the mean time, believe me with tbe waraeit 
wishes for your beallh and hapfuiieas, and widi Mrs. 
Vnwk's afiectionate respects, 

Yours, my dear sir. 

Moat l^illifully, 

W.C. 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 

WoliHi, DtcB, llA 

1 AM perfeati; ture that you are niistdien, Ibough-I 
do not wonder at it, conadcring tbe aiagular Dature 
of tbe tvtat, id tlie judgment that yau fami of poor 
Unwin's death, as it a&cts the interest of bn intended 
pupil. When a tutor was tranted for him, you sought 
out the wisest and best mau for tbe ofGcc within the 
cii^ of yoiir connexiuos. It [leased God to take 
hint home to himself. Men eminently wiseand good are 
very apt to die, became tbcy are fit to do so. You 
found in Unwin a man worthy to succeed him ; and 
He, in wbese hands are tiie issues of life and death 
■eeiDg no doubt that Unwin was ripe for a removal 
ioto a better state, removed him also. The matter 
viewed m tiiia Ugbt seems not so wonderful as to ^e- 
iiue all explanation, except such.as in a melanchely 
moment you have givoi to it. And 1 ain so convinced 
that the little boy's destiny had no influmce at all in 
bsitening the death of bis tutors elect, that were it 
not impossible on more accounts than one that I 
riiould beable to serve him iu that capacity. I would 
without the least fear of dying a moment tbe sooner, 
o^r myself to that ofiice ; I would even do it, were 
I conscious of the same fitness for another and a bett« 
state, that I believe them to have been both endowed 
vitb. In that case, I perh^>s might die too, but if I 
flbould, it would not be ou account of that connexion. 
Neither, my dear, bad your interference iu tbe bust 
Bcss any thing to do with the catastn^be. Your 

_.. .Google 
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whole cotiduct in it must have been acceptable ia ihe 
light of God, as it was diiected by principles of the 
purest baievolence. 

I hare not touched Homer to-day. Yesterda; was 
one of my terrible seasons, and when I arose this 
morning I foond that I had not luffidenliy recovered 
mys^f to engage fn such an occupation. Having let- 
ten to write, I the iuor« willingly gave myself a dis- 
pemation, — Good night. 

Yours ever, 
W. C' 

TO jo^:ph hill, esq. 

WcMw, Dtc.g, ITS6. 

MY BBAK PBIBNO, 
Wb had just begun to eiyoy the {Jeasantnen of our 
new situation, to tind at least as touch comfort in it as 
tiie season of the year would permit, wben afflicfion 
found us out b our retreat, and the news reached us 
of the death of Hr, Unwin. He had taken a western 
tour with Mr. Henry Ttiomton, and in his return, at 
Winchester, was seised with a putrid fever, which sent 
him to his grave, He is gone to it, however, thou^ 
young, as fit for it as age itself could have made hhn. 
Regretted indeed, and always t« be regretted by those 
who knew him, for he bad every thing that luakcs a 
nan valuable both in his prindj^es and in his manaers, 
hut leavBig still this consoiatidli to his survfring 
fH«ids, that he was desirable in this world chiefly be- 
cause he was so weU pr^iared for a better. 

I find myself here situated exactly to my mind; 
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WeMon is one vf the prettiest villBgn in Eiigiaiul> and 
the walks about it st all wtuons of the jrear delightful- 
I know tlmt you will igoice with me in the change 
that we have made, and for which I am altogether 
i ndebtedto Lady Heiketh. It ii a change as great 
as (to compare metropolitan things with rural) from 
St. Giles's to Gronenor-square.- Our house b in d' 
respects commodious, and in some degree el^ant; 
«id I cannot give you a better idea of that which we 
have lefl, than by telliug you the present candidate 
for it aie a publican and a shoemaker. 



W.C. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Wwifl, DH.fl.ntA I 

YouB welcome letter, my beloved cousin, which 
ought by the date to liave arrived on Smiday, being 
by some nntoward accident dehiyed, came not till yes. 
lerday. It came however, and has relieved me from 
a thousand distressing apprehensions on your account. 

The dew of your inte%ence has reft«ihed my poe- 
tical laurels. A little praise now and then is vei^ 
good for your hard-working poet, who is apt to grow 
languid, and perhaps careless without it. Praise I 
find a&cts us as money does. The more a man get* 
of it, with the more vigihince he watches over and 
pKserves it. Such at least » its e%ct on me, and 
yon may assure yourself that I will never lose a mile 
of it for want of care, 

I bare already ioYtted the good Padre in general 
terms, and he shall pontively dine here next week. 
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wbetbet be vilt or not. I do aot atall niqieet that 
his kbdaess to Protcatants bu any thing in^ious in 
it, any more than I suspect that he tiaoacribetpHiHner 
for me nitb a view for my coavMsion. He wonld 
find me a toagtt piece of basinessl can tell him; for 
wb«i I had no religion at all, I bad yet a terrible dread 
of' the Pope. How ntncb more now I 

I >hould have unt you a longer letter, but was 
obliged to devote my lastevemng to the mdandurfy 
employment' of compoaing a LatiB inscription for lh« 
tomb-atooeof poor William, two copies of which L 
wrote out and enclosed, one to Henry Thornton, )Aid 
one to Mr. Newton. Homer stands by me biting his 
thumbs, and swears that if I do not leave off directly, 
he will choak me with bristly Greek, that tfaail stick 
k) my throat for ever. . 

W.G. , 



TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

WeioD, Ju. 3, 1787- 
MY DEAR WIEKO, 

YoD nuh to hear fn>m me at any calm interval of 
e|MC frenzy. Ad interval presents itself, btit whether 
eatmoi'not, isperbapa'doubtfiil. Is it possible for a 
man to be ealm, who for three weeks past has been 
peipeturiiy ocmpied in slanghter: letting out oue 
man's bowel^ smiting «n«)tbcr throngb the gullet, 
tranafiung the liver of anotiier, and lodging an arrow 
b the buttock of a fourth i Rt;ad tlie Ihirteeatb book 
of the Iliad, and yon wilt find sudi amusing incidents 
as tiiese the subject of it, tbe sole sutyect. In ocdet 
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to btemt myielf in it, tod to cateh the ipirit of it, I 
hid need discard all humanity, tt !s wofbl woili ; 
tad were the b«st poet in tbe norld to ^ve us at thii 
day anch a list of kil)^ and trounded, be would not 
ctcape nniveml censnre, to die praise of a more a>- 
lig^ened age be it spoken. I ban ihuled through 
much blood, and dirough much more I must wade 
before I dull have finidied. I detcrnUM in tbe mean 
time to accoDUt it M veiy sublime, and for two rea- 
aons. — First, because all tbe leaned titiak so, and se^ 
condly, because I am to translale it. But Were I an 
indifferent by-slander perttap* I shoald venture to 
wisb, that Homer had a|^lied bis wondertul powert 
to a leu du{;asting subject. He has in the Odyssey, 
and I long to get at it 

I have not the good fertunfe to meet witb any of 
these fine things, that you say are printed in my 
pniae. But I leani from certain advertisenimts iu 
tbe Uoming Herald, that I make a cooapicuoot figure 
io tbe entertainments of Free-Mason's Hall. I learn 
also that my volumes are out of print, and that a third 
eiHtion is soon to be pablisbed. Bot-if I am not grati- 
fied with tbe sigbt of odes composed to my honour 
and ^ory, I have at least been tickled with some dnt- 
cturt of avery flattering nature by Hie post A lady 
unkaown addresses the best of men — an unknown 
gentlenwi has read my inimitable poems, and nmtes 
me to his seal in Hampshire— another incognito gives 
me hi^tei of a memorial in his garden, and a Wddi al- 
toraey sends me Ui venes to revue, and obUgingly asks 
" a*f, OuH m; Uttle baric attendant sail, 
" PonM Urn triqaipb,and partake the lale?" 
VOL. II. V 
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If yod fiott m B ii^ vain h^reaflcr, my friend, jou 
muit excuBe it in coDsideratiou aC thei^ powerfi)! in- 
. cealives, apecially the latter ; for suiely tbe poet nho 
can ch^im aa aUoniey, cqiecially a Welsh one, mus^ 
be at leaqt 911, Qrpbeus, if not sometbjag greater. 

M». Unwio is as much delU;hted as myielf with 
our pr«ae«t sitiiqtiou. But it isa tort of Apt3-we»* 
tber life that we lead in this worid. A little sunsluiie 
b generallji the prelude to a stonn. Hardier had we 
b^uD to eiyoy the change, . whett tbe death of her 
son caat a gloom upon every thing. He wb4 a most, 
esemjdaiy man ; of yotir order ; learned, pdite, and 
amiable. Tbe father <4 lovely children, and the hus- 
band of a wife (very mnph lifce dear Mn. Bagot) who 
adored him. 

Adieu,my fri{mdl Your a£b;tioiiate 

W.C 

TO LADY HE8KETH. 

Tte Lsdtc, Jm. B, ITS?. 

I HAVK had a little uervoua fever lala^, my ilt^tf^ t^f 
has somewhat abridged my sl^ep ; and thongii I, Sad. 
myself better to-day tlian I bav^ been since it sei^, 
iqc, yet 1 &el my head li^tisb, and not in tjw best, 
order for writing. Yon vii)l find me Uieiefpre pecn 
haps not only le" alert in my q^nigwr than I usuaUy, 
an when my qxrits are good, but lather stHKter. I 
will however pjtooeed to scribble till I SaA that it. 
fatigues me, and thei) wiU dp u 1 ^m" y<)^ wovld. 
btd me do were you here, shut up my desk, sipd lake 
a walk. 
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The good Gtneral tdb me tet M ihe of^t firSt 
kooika which I have Mnt him, he ttS fiodi alteratkn* 
Bud nBeiKtinenn anesaaTy, at winch I mjatlf um 
«qiuUy pmDMled ; and be asks ny Icsive to lajr them 
before an hrtimate frimd of his, of whom be gives a 
dararter that bespedu him highly deseiring such a 
(nut. To this I have no oiijectioD, deniiag ody to 
make the translalioii as perfect n 1 can make it. If 
God grant me life and health, I would spare do labour 
to secare that pomt. The general's letter is extremely 
kind, and both for matter and manner like all the rest 
of his dealiDgs with im cousin the poet 

I had a letter also yesterday from Mr. Smith, mem- 
ber fiff Nottingham. Hioagh we never saw each 
olber, he writes to me hi the most frieridly termsi 
and mterests bmis^ much in my Homer, and in Uie 
success of my subsniptian. Speaking on Ifan latter 
m^cct, be says tint my poems are read by hundreds, 
wbo know notfaiag of ny proposals, and makes no 
.doubt that they would subscribe, if they did. I have 
-myself always thought them imperfectly, or rather 
iJDsnfficiently amionBced. 

I could jaty the poor woman, who has been weslc 
enough to cLum my song. Such piUeringi are suve 
to be detected. I wrote it, I know not how long, 
but I BtqipoM foor yean ago. The Rose in question 
was a Rom given to Lady Austen 1^ Mrs. Udwib, and 
^incident that Suggested tfae sobject occurred m the 
room in wfaldi you slept at the vtcaiage, which Lady 
Ansten nwle ber dinmg'tDom. Some time smce, Mr. 
Bull going to London, I gave Um a copy of tt, which 
be imdertook to convey to Nichols, the printer of the 
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Gendemui'i ftbgaaBC He ibowed it to a Mrs. 

C , who b^ged to coi^ it, tnd piomiaed to 

■end it to Ibe printer's by ber Kmnt Three or (amr 
noiithi aftenntds, and when I bad concluded it wat 
lott, I WW it in tbe OoitleieHn'i Minnie, wilb in; 
rignature, W. C. Poor SinipletEHi ! She will find now 
perhaps dtat the Rose bad a tfaom, and that she has 
piiched ber 6agat widi it Atbcni my bdoved 

___^ W.C 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

TlH Id4p, Ju. IB, ITST. ' 

I BAVB bMn so modi indisposed with tbe fever that 
I totd you had auzed me, my nights during the whole 
week may be sud to baTe been almost slcqiless. Tbe 
consequence has been, that esc^ the translatian of 
about tliirty lines at the ctmdusion of the tfairtecBtfa 
book, I have been forced to abandon Homer eutiidy. 
This was a senuble morttficaliou to rae, as you may sup- 
pose, and felt tbe more because, my spints of coarse 
fiuling with ny strength, I seemed tofaave pecaliar need 
of my old amusement It seemed bard therefore to be 
forced to resign it just when I ivanted it most But 
Homer's battles camiot be fought by a man who does 
not sleep well, and who has not scnnc little degree of 
animation in the day time. Last night however, quite 
contrary to my eipectations, tbe fever left me en- 
tirely, and I slept quietly, soundly, and luig. If it 
please God that it return not, I shall soon tiiid mysdf 
ip a cottditjon to proceed. I walk coqstantlv, that n 
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to say, Mrs. Unff in and I together ; fbl- at Ihese time* 
I keep ber contiauBlly emj^oyed, and never suffer her 
to be absent from mi many raiDDtet. ^le gives me 
alE ber time, and nil her atteDtkm, and forgets that 
Ibere iii aniolher object in the world. 

Mn. Carter tfamks on the sutgeet of dreams as 
every body elst does, that is to say, according to ber 
bWD experietice. 8be has bod no exttaordtnaty ones, 
and therefore accomits ^lem only the ordinary opets- 
lions of the ftncy. Hine are <^ a texture- that wil 
not sufi«r me to ascribe tbem to so inadequate a 
causej or to any cause but the operation of ttn exterior 
i^Dcy. I have a mind, my dear, (and to you I wiH 
ventnre to boast t>f tt) as Iree from superstition as any 
' iriaa livif^, neither do I pn beed to <b'ean]s in geattti 
&s predictive, though particular dreams I believe to be 
fo. Some ver^ senutde persons, flud T suppose Mn. 
Carter amot^ tbem, will acknowledge that in cM 
times Ood spoke fay dreams, but affirm with mudi 
boldness that he has since ceased to do so. If yoa 
ask Ifaem why I Ttity answer, because be has now 
revealed liis will in the Scripture, and there is no 
longer aiiy need that he diould instruct or admonish 
us by dr«uns. I grant that witfa respect to doctrines 
and precepts he bis left us in want of nothing; but 
has be thereby precluded himself in any of the opera- 
tions of his Providence T Surely not. It is perfectly 
a different consideralioa ; and the same need tiiat 
there ever was of his inlei&mce in this way, there is 
still, and ever mast be, whSe man continues blind and 
fallible, and a creature beset with dangers which he 
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can ndtber fomce nor obviate. Hit apeTations how- 
ever of thii kind an, I allow, very rare ; and as to the 
generality of dreanu, tbcy are made of sucb stuff> 
and are in thenudves ra inngnificant, that tbMngh I 
believe tbem all to be the manu&cture of others not 
«ur own, 1 account it not a laithvig-niatter who ma.' 
notactures tbem. So much for drams I 

My fever is not yet gone, bat ^BwtiBiea Menu to 
leave me. It is altogether of the nervouc kind, and 
Utended, now and Ibui, with mnch.d^fectitRi. 
. A young genllemaD callad bare ycaterday, who 
canteeix mileaout of his way tosee me. He waa<Mi 
ajonmey to London iioni Ghsgow, faavng just left 
the nnivenity there. He caae I ■l^qpose partly to 
aatisfjr hii own cnriosi^, but chiefly, as it aecned, to • 
bring me the lliutks of lome of the Scotch profesacMV 
for my two volumep. His name is Rose, as Ei^^isb- 
II1B&. f (HIT qnrits being good, you will derive mora 
pleasure from this ioci^t tbm I can at preaeul, 
therefore X send it 

Adieu, very a^ctioBalely, 

W.C 

* The iUnen mEnttoned in Ihii letter internipteil the 
wi**'» tiawlf [ioo of Homer duripg eight montlu. 
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TO SAMUEL ROSE. ESQ. 

WeaoD, Jiljr M, 1187. 
DEAR SIK, 

This a tbe first tnie I bve written tiiese six montiu, 
and Bothiag but tbe conat^nit of aU^tion could in- 
duce me to vrrite now. 1 cannot be so wanting tu 
mjsdfas not b> endeavour at least to thank you both 
for the fisils with which you have favoured me, and 
the poems that you sent me; in my present stale 
of nnnd I taste nothing, nevertheless I read, partly 
from habit, and partly because it is the only tiuag that 
J am capable of. 

1 have therefore read Burns' poems, and have read 
them twice ; and though they foe written in a language 
tJiat is new to me, and many of them on subjecU 
much inferior to (he aothor's abiUty, 1 think tliem on 
tbe whole a very extraordinary production. He is I 
ttclieve the only poet these kingdoms have produced 
in the lower rank of life, since Shakespeare, ([ should 
rather say «nce Prior) who need not be iodebled for 
any part of his praise to a charitable consideration of 
his origin, and the disadvantages under which he bas 
laboured. It will be pity if he should not hereafter 
divest himself of barbarism, and content tamselfwitb 
writiag pure English, in which he aj^ears perfectly 
quahfied to excel. He who can conini|od admitation, 
disbouourshimsdf if be aims no hitler than to raise a 
hiugh. 

I am, dear Sir, with my best wishes fbr your pros- 
perity, and with Mrs. Uawm's respects, 

Your obliged and aSectioaate humble servant. 
W.C. 
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TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

Wauo, ABf. IT, I7BT. 
DBAS StK, 

I HATE Dot ytt taken up the pen again, except to 
write to you. IV little taste that I have had of your 
company, and your kindties in finding me out, make 
Bie wish that we were nearer neighbours, and that 
there were not so great a disparity in our yean. lliBt 
is 1o say, nut that you were older, bnt tliat I were 
younger. Could we have met in eariy life, I flatter 
myself that we might have been more mtimate tfaan 
now we are likely to be. But you shall not find me 
slow to cultivate such a measure of your regard, ai 
your friends of your own age can spve me. When 
your route shall lie throagh this country,! shall hope 
that the same kindness which has prompted you twice 
to call on me, will prompt you again, and 1 shall be 
happy if, on a future occBsimi, I may be able to gjve you 
a more cheerful reception than can be expected from 
an invalide. My health and spirits are considerably 
improved, and 1 once more associate with my nogfa- 
boure. My bead however has been the worst part 
of me, and still continues so ; is subject to giddmess 
and pain, maladies very unfavourable to poetical em- 
ployment; but a preparation of the bark, wtucb I 
take regularly, bas so far been of service to me in 
those respects, as to encourage in me a hope tbat by 
perseverance in the use of it, I may pos«bly find my- 
self qualified to resume the translation of Homer. 

When I cannot walk, I read, and read perbaps more 
than is good for me. But 1 cannot be idle. The 
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only mercy tint I show oiywlf in Ibii rapcct it, that 
I md nothing that nqnim niich cloieness of ap- 
plication. 1 lately finnbed the periual of a book, 
whidi in former yean I have more than once attacked, 
but never till now conquered ; some other book al- 
mya mteifercd, before I could finish it. Tbe work 
I mean is Barclay's Argcnis; and, if ever you allow 
yourself to read for mere amusement, I can recom- 
mend it to you (provided you have not already pe- 
rused it) as tbe most amusing romance that ever was 
writttti. It is the only one indeed of au oM date that 
I ever had the patience to go through with. It k 
interesliog in a high degree ; richer in inddrat than 
can be imagined, full of snrprises, which tbe reader 
never forestalls, and yet free from ail entaagiement 
and ccm^Mon. Hie style too appeara to me to be 
soeb as nould not dishonour Tsdtus hhnself. 

Poor Bums loses mudi of his deserved praise in 
this country, through our ignorance of his langoagc. 
I despair of meeting with any Englishman who will 
take tbe pains that I have taken to understand him. 
His candle ia brighl, but shut up in a dark lautetn- 
I lent him to a very sensible neighbour of mine. But 
bb uncouth dialect spoiled all ; and before he had 
half read him through, he was quite ram-Jerzitd. 

W. C. 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 

Tbe IMfc, tat- »> ITar. 
MT DEAKB8T COUSIN, 

Though it coats ore soracthtng to write, it wonld 
cost me more to be silent. My hitercoune with mj 
ntighbouTS bong renewed, I cah no longer seem to 
forget how many reasoiit there are, whj yon especially 
should not be neglected ; no neiglibour indeed, but 
the kindest of my friends, and ere long, I hope, an 
inmate. 

My health and spirits seem to be mending daily. 
To what end I know not, neither w91 conjectiire, but 
codcaTonr, as far as I can, to be content that th^ do 
to. I U9e exercise, and take the air id the park md 
wilderness. I read much, but as yet write not. Oar 
Yiriendt at tlie Hall make (bemselves more and more 
amiaUe in our account, by treating us ratber as <Ad 
friends, than as friends newly acquired. There are 
few day!) in which we do not meet, and I am now d- 
most as much at home in their house as in our own. 
Mr. Urockmorton, baring long since pat me in 
possession of all his ground, has now given me pos- 
session of Iris library : an acqniution of great value 
to- me, who never have been able to live without 
books, since I first knew my letters, and who have no 
books of my own. By bis means I have been so well 
supplied, that I have not yet even locked at the 
Lounger, for which bowever I do not forget that I 
am obliged to you. Hig turn comes next, and I shall 
probably begiu him to-morrow. 
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Mr. Geo^ ThrockinorioR b at tlie HaU. I 
thought I bad known these brothers long enough to 
huve found out all their talents and acconi|ilislinienl8. 
But I was mislakea The day before yesterday, after 
having walked with us, they carried us u|> to the li- 
bniy (a moie accurate mitet wonU have nid, tut- 
dmeted us) and then they showed me the ccnteota of 
an imroqMa port-folio, the work o( tbeir own haads. 
It was Ainiished with dtatmngB of the architectural 
kiod, executed m a most masterly mutual, and amot^ 
others, coatained outside and iaaide views of tkt Put' 
iheoa, I m«8B the Roosan one. They were all, I be- 
ItevA, Bade at Rome. Some men m^ be catimaled at 
a fint^twview, but the Throekmoitont must be seen 
often, and known kwg, before one out understand a& 
thek value. 

Tliey Oflea inquire after you, and ask roe whether 
y.oa rait Weston tbia autiunn. I answer, yes, and t 
cha^e you, ay dearest Cousin, lo autlienticate my i»- 
formatioo. Wfite to me, and tell us when we may 
Hipect to see you. V^K were disappiKnted that we 
bad no letter from you diis moniing. You wil] find 
m^ coated aad boUooed acoordiog lo your recom- 
mendatioa.. 

■ I mitt, but little^ because wiiting is become new to 
me ; but I shall come on by degraei. His. Umm 
begs to be Skfiectiooately-remeiBbercd to you. She is 
in tolesaUe hnhh, wWch is the chief comfort here 
that I have t« boast of. 

Yours, my dearest Cousin, as ever, 

W. C. 
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TD LADY HESKETfl. 

Thi Imdgi. tepl. 4, rm. 
MT DBABEAT COZ, < - 

CoMK when Ibou cttut come, secure of being aimyi 
welcome I All that it beie is thine, together with the 
bearti of those who dwell here, i am only nrry, 
Aat yonr joninejr hither i* necesraril; poatpmied be- 
Tood tbe time when I did hope to bave seen ytm : tor- 
17 too that my IJode'i bfirmitiea are the occaiioa of 
it. B«t yean tntt have their course, and their effiMt ; 
they are happiest, so ftr as this life h coocaned, who 
Ifte bin escape those efiecti the hmgetft, and w1k> do 
■ot grow old before their time. Tronhle and iTgaiih 
do that for uaae, which only longeri^ does for othcrt. 
A'few' months smce 1 was older than your FUhcr is 
now, and Iboagh I baTe laldy recovered, as Fahtaff 
says, tome mrici ^ muf j/ttilh, I have but little coo- 
fidenoe, in truth none, in so Sattering a change, bat 
expect, when Ilimtt espeet it, to Wither ^oin. The 
past is a pledge for the fhtiire. 

Mr. 6. is here, Hts. Tbrockmoiton's Unde. He b 
lately arrived from Italy^ where he has resided several 
years, and is so miicb tbe gentleqn, that if is impos- 
sible to be mare to. Sensible, polite, ^>blifpDg ; slen- 
der in his figure, and in inaipid»«i(«t cnp^K—crciy 
way worthy to be rcfailed |a the ThrockmaitoiM. 

I have rend Sanry'sto.velsato Egypt; Abaimn 
du Baron deTott; Fenn's origiiwl letters;.lha kttcn 
of Frederidi of Bohemia, and am now imding Hc- 
nwun d'Henri de Lorraii>e, Due de puiw- I faiM 

■L.. Goo;;[c 
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■bb read Bardaj'i ArgHiii, a Latin romance, and the 
best romanoe that ever was wriMen. All these, toge- 
ther with Mailan's letters to Priestley, and »e*eral 
pamphlets, wilfaiq these two moDths. So I am a great 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Hw Lodie, Sip^ 14, 17117. 
MY. DBABEST COUSIN, 

Oh Monday last I waa.uiTited to meet yoarfneiHl 

Um J Bl the Hall, and there we found ber. Her 

good nature, her humoroiu manner, and her good 
•eiue, are charming; insomuch that even I, who was 
never mnch addicted to speech-maUng, and who at 
present find myself particularly indisposed to it, could 
not hdp saying at parting, I am ^ad that I have seen 
you, and sorry that I have seen so little of you. We 
were sometfanes many u company ; on Hursday we 
were fifteen, but we bad not altogether so wueh viva- 
city and cleveniess as Miss J ~, , whose talent at 

mtrtb-makmg has Ibis rare property to recommend 11^ 
that nobody suflrn lliy it. 

I am making a pavel walk for winter use, under a 
warm hedge in the orchard. It shall be fiimished with 
a low seat for your accommodatioD, and if you do but 
like it I sh^U be satisfied. In wet weatlier, or rather 
after wet weather, when the street is dirty, it will 
suit you Weill int lying .on an easy declivity throng its 
whtje length, it most ofcourse be immediately dry. 

TCL,II. X 
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Vou ate TOij much wished for by our frtendi at t&e 

HaU— how much by me I wiU not teU you tai the SB. 
cood week in October. 

Youw, 

W.C. • 

TO LADY HESRETH. 
MVBEiECOZ. ""-W,-.!"...™. 

Itkakk joii for yoarpoUlical inleUigence; retired 
as we ate, and seemingly eaduded from the world 
w«arenoluidilierenltowhatpa«aii,ii; onthccon' 
traty, the am.al of a newtpaper, at the present innc- 

lan,. n^er ftd. to fcrmsh ns wkk a theme f„ dW 
»», short mdced, hot satisfcct.r,, for „ ^^ 
ddfer m opuuon. 

I hare received such an imptesron of the Tuifa 
ftom the njcmoin of Itaron de Tott, which I read 
1.1.1, that I can hardly help presaging the conquest 
of that empire by the Husains. The disdpfe, rfMa- 
bomel are such babies in modem htctio, and so encr- 
rated by tbe use of their lii.ourile drug; «, ti,ta|l, 
secure » their piedestmarian dream, and so prone to 
aspmtofmutiny agahist then- leaden, UiatnotMn. 
fcsscan be ejpected. In fiicl, they had not beei 
tbetr own masters at this day, had but the Russians 

■1°°™ !!" ^"i^ °"^ "™™ ""If" »ell as 
U«y undoubtedly know it now. Add fo thl^ that 

S^Zf^ l»»Pbe.y cunent in both eoontrie^ 
ire. A prophecy wh»4, fa™, whatever aothoriV* 



25'2. COWPfiU's LETTERS. S31 

be dented, a» it will natanll; encourage the Russians, 
and cU^iirit the Tuiks, in exact proportion to the de- 
gree of credit it has obtained on both sides, has a 
direct tendency to efieot ils own accomplishineDt. In 
the mean time, if I wish them ctwquered, it is only 
because I tlmik it will be a bles^g to tiiem to be 
goveraed by any other hand Ifaau their own. For 
uider Heaven has there never been a throne so exe* 
crably ^ramncal as theirs. Tbe beads of the inno- 
cent that kave been cut off to gratify tbe humour or 
caprice of tbeir tyrants, could they be all collected 
aad dtsdituiged against the "walls of their city, would 
■ot leave one stone on another. 

O that yoM were here this beautifiil day ! It is too 
fiae by balf to be spent in Lundos. I have a perpe- 
tual din in my bead, and though 1 am not deaf, hear 
Bothing aright, nntber my own voice, nor that of 
ollurs, I am under a tub, from which tub accept my 
keatkm. 

Yoars, 

W.C. 

TO SAMXJEL HOSE, ESQ. 

WHdm.Oct-IOiim. 
DEAR SIB, 

A 8UMMOHS from Jolmsou, which I received yesterday, 
calh my atteotbn oooe more to the business of trans- 
btiMi. BefnelbeginlanwiUiDgtocaldi though but 
a short opportunity to acknowledge your last fevoor. 
■Hie necessity of applying myself with all dHigence to 
a tcmg work, that has been but too long iuterrnpted, 
wijl make my opportunities of writing rare ui future. 
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Air and exercUe are itecessaiy to all raen, bat paiw 
tinilarly to to the man whtue mind luboun; and W 
him who has beeo all hit life ■ccasloaied to much of 
bolb, they are necenai^ in the eslMue. My time, 
BJDce we p8i1«d, has been devoted ealiidy to tlie re- 
covery of beallta and tticngth for thit letvice, and I 
am willing to hope with good e&ct. Ten nonlhi 
have passed HDce I diacmitinued my poetical «ShtU ; 
I dp not expect to find the same readiDen u befoiKt 
till exercise of the Defected faculty, such u it if, aliaU 
have restored it to me. 

You find younelf, I hope, by tbb time u comfort- 
ably situated in your new abode, as in a new abode 
one can be. I oiter perfectly into all jonr ftclii^ on 
occavon of tbe change. A smsibte miod cannot do 
violence even to a local attachment witboat much 
pain. Wboi my Father died I tvai young, too young 
to have reflected mudi. He was Rector of Berklnm- 
stead, and there I was bom. It bad never .occunxd 
tome, that a parson has no fee-simple in ibehouae and 
^Ae he occupies. Tbeie was neither tree, nor gate, 
nor stile, in all th^ country, to which I did not fed 
- a relation, and tbe bouse itself I preferred to a pabce. 
I was sent for fixim London to attend him in bis last 
illness, and he died jnst before 1 arrived. Uten, and 
not till then, I felt for tbe first time that I and myna- 
five place were dMunited for ever. I Bghed a Ioiq 
adieu to fields and woods, from which I once tUougbt 
I ifaoidd never be parted, and was at no time to aen- 
dUe of their beauties, as jnst when I left tbem all 
behind me, to return no more. 

W.C. 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 



OW LaOK, Vm. 10, 17ST- 

TsB^Hiameiit, my dearest Cousia, prorogued con- 
finuidly, Is 'a tnefeor dancing before my eyes, prombbg 
me my ttish only'lo disappoint me, and none but the 
king md bis miubteni can tell when you and I sball 
corned ' together. 1 hope howevn that the period) 
ttwugh 80 often i>ostp(»ed, is not far distant, and that 
ODce taore I shall behold you, and experience jour 
power to toake winter gay and sprightly. 

I have a kitteo, iiiy dear, die drollest of all crea- 
ture* that ever wore a cat's ^io. Her gambols are 
not to be described, and would be incredible, iftbey 
could. In point of uze she » Kkely to be a kitten aU 
ways, bemg cKtremely snail of her age, but time I 
suppose, that spoils every thing, wilt make her also a 
cat. You will see ber I hope brfore that melancholy 
period shall arrive, for no wisdom that she may gain 
by experience and reflection hereafter, will compen- 
date the loss of h^ present hilarity. She is dressed in 
a tortoise-shell suit, and I know that you will delight 
in her. 

' Mrs. Throckmorton carries ns to-morrow in her 
chaise to Chicheley, The event however must be 
supposed to depend oa elements, at least on the slate 
of the atmosphere, which is turbulent beyond mea- 
sure. Yesterday it thundered, last n^ht it liglitened, 
and at thice Ibis morning I saw the sky as red as a 
city in flames cotW have made it. I have a leech in a 
botde that foretells all these prodigies and eoavulsions 
X 2 

_.. .Cookie, 
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of nttan. No, not u jou wiH nitnniUy eoiueetaK 
bj aiticidale uttenuice of oncnbr netioM^ but by a 
ywntiy of geiticiiiBtiaiH, whidi here I bare mrt rom 
to pn an Hcoimt of. Suffice it to ny, that no cha^ 
of wealbcr luipriaes hiiB, and that m pont of tbe 
earlint and most accuiate btdligence, be is worth ^ 
tbe barometen ki Ibe world. None of Ibem all »• 
deed can make tbe kait pretence to foreldl thoder 
■ ■ ■ a ^wdes of c^Mcitjr of wtacb be bas given the 
BKMt unequivocal evidence. I gave but Hapeaee for 
him, wbkji ti a groat more than tbe maiiet price, 
(bough be ii in ftct, or rather would be. If leecbea 
were not found in ever; ditch, an invaluable acqiu- 
ulion. 

W.C. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

I THANK you for the solicitude that you exprew on ' 
tbe Hilgect of my present Btudiei. The woik it un- 
doubtedly long and laborious, but it bai an end, and 
proceeding leisurely, with a due attention to die use 
of air and eserdse, it is possible that I may live to fi- 
nsh it. Ainire yourself of one tbing, that tba«|^to 
a bystander It ni^ seen an oocupatioa surpMsing the 
powen of a constHution never very atbletic, and, at 
imtent, not a little the worte for wear, I can invent 
fi>T Biyadf DD enq^oyment tba( does not cibaust my 
gpirits norc. I wQI not pratead.to aoconnt for tfai^ I 
will only say that k ii not tbe buguage of predUectiou 
for a frvonrite amutement, but that the feet is reallji 

_.. .Google 
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(ft, ■< I haw even foupd ih«t those phijpthiog-avocatioiu, 
which one msy ^ecqta ahnoct without any aUeutiwi, 
&tigveBK, and wear me away, whUe inch ai eugaga 
ne jnnch, and attach me cloMly, are rather MTvice- 
able to ne than otiwrwiae. 

w.c. 



, TO LADY HESKETH. 

Tb« Lndp, Mar. 9I.1T«r. 

It fa the part of wisdom, my dearest Couun, to «ft 
down contented ihhI«t the demands of neecsrily, be- 
oinse they are such. I am senmbie that you cannot, 
in my Uncle's present infinn state, and of which it is 
not posabte to expect any eonwlerabk ammdmeat, 
indulge either ns, or yonwelf, with a journey to Wes- 
ton. Yourselfl my, both because I know it will give 
you [rfeas^re to see Cauiidice «ti" once more, especi- 
aity m the comfortable abode where you have pUced 
him," aud because, afler so long an iniprwonraent in 
London, you, who Io»e the country, and Inwe a taste 
for it, would of course be glad to return to it. For 
my own part, to nie it is ever new, and though I hare 
now been an inhabitant of this Village a twelve- month, 
. and have during the half of that time been at liberty 
to expatiate, and to make dUcoveries, 1 am d«ly find- 
ing out fresh scenes and walks, which you would never 
. be satisfied with enjoying —some of them are un-' 
^»proachabIe by you either on foot or m your cantage; 

• The aitpeUatioB wladi Sir Hiomu Be^fli tt«d U.^H 
himinjest, wheirhe T**iiiflbaTemplo. ■ ■ -^ 
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Had you twenty toes (wliems I suppose yoo have bnt 
ten) yon could Dot reach them ; and coach wbeek bave 
Derer been seen therb rince the flood. Befiire it ' in- 
deed, (as Burnet says that theenrth was then petfect- 
ly free from all inequalities in its snrfcce) tiiey inight 
iuiv« been seen there every day. We haveother walks 
both upon hill tops, and in v^ies beneathj some of 
vrhich by the help i^your carriage, and many of tfiem 
without its help, wodd be always at yonr command. 

-On Monday monuug last, Sara brought me word 
that there was a man in the kttcbea who desired to 
speak with me. I ordered him in. A plain, decent, 
dderly figure made its i^iixantnce, and being desired 
to sit, spoke as follows :" Sir, I am clerk of the paristi 
of All-saints in Northampton ; brother of Mr. C. dtt 
npbolsterer. It it cnstamaiy for the person in ny 
office to annex to a bill of mortality, whidi be pub- 
lishes at CbristmBS, a copy of verses. You would do 
me a great favour. Sir, if you would fuinish me with 
one." To this I replied, " Mr. C. you have several 
men of genius in your town, why have you not a[^>licd 
to some of them? There Is a namesake of youiS ia 

particular, C , the statuary, who, every body 

knows, is a firs^rate mak«r of verses. He surely is lbs 
man of all the world for your purpose." — "Alas! Sir, 
I have heretofore borrowed help from hiin, but be is a 
gentleman of so much reading, that the pet^^eof our 
town cannot understand him.'" I coufessto'you, B!iy 
dear, 1 felt all tbe foree of the compUmeat implied in 
this speech, and was almost ready to answer, perhaps, 
my good friend, they nny tmd me unintetligihk too 
for the same reason. But on asking him whether he 
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hwf vallced aMr to Weiton ca purpose to implore the 
aaartuice ofnjinnM, and on hii raying io the affirm- 
ative I Mt my mollified vanity a little consoled, and 
irityfag the poor man's distress, which appeared to be 
eOnitterable, pronAised to supply him. The wa^on 
lumccordiiq;ly goee this day to NorthamjMoo loaded 
in Mit with my efihsioiw in the mortuat; style. A fig 
foi poets who write epitaphs upon individiuds ! I have 
vnRen one, that serves tuv huHdred perscns. 

Kfew days lUDce I rec^ved a seeood very ohligiiig 

letW fium Mr. M . He tells me that hii own 

papfra, which are by far, be is sony to say it, the most 
niutirous, are marhed V. I. Z. Accordmgly, my dear, 
laJbappy to find that I am engaged in a correspond- 
ciqnrith Hr. Vic, a gentleiBBn kt whom I have almtys 
altitained the pnAnndnt veneration. But the 
«ioas fact is, ^t the papers diitiogiiiBbed by those 
fDatnres have ever plewed me most, and itmtk me 
< the work of « am^le man, who knows the world 
■ell, and bmmott of Addiioi^s delicate hiuaoiu' than 
iqrbody. 

A poor man b^ged food at the Hall lately. The 
mmA gave him some vermicelU soup. He ladled it 
draut scHDetime with the 190011, and then returned it 
to ber saying, " I am a poor man it is true, and I am 
very fanngty, but yet I cannot eat broth with maggots 
ia it." . Once dkhv, my dear, a thqusaud thanks for 
yont box ftdl of good thmga, usdul Dungs, and beau- 
tiful ibmgi. 

Yoors ever, 

W.C. 
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IP LADY HESKCTH. 

Tht lodft. Dm. «, tT7. 

I AH ^ad, my deircatCoz, that my last letter fmrad 
10 diverting. You may assure yotmelf of the Itenl 
trathofthe whf^ narrati(», and that however daU, 
it was not in the least indebted to any embellishiiHata 
ofmiDe. 

Yoa say well, my dear, Umt ia Mr. Hirochnwitoa 
we have a peerless ne^hbour ; we ba*e so^ In post 
of kfonnation jipoa ail important sulyects, is pqwet 
too of espression and address, and in short, «ery 
Iking that enters into the ideb of a gentleman, I 'wt 
not tbund his equal, not oi^, any where. Wtni 
asked who in my judgment approadies nearest to )m^ 
in all bb amiable qualities, and qualificatwns, I ahoM 
certainly aomm' bis brother George, who if be be nt 
Ms exact comterpart, endued with precisdy the aut 
measure of the same accomfdishments, b ncveitbdn 
deficient in none of them; and is of a character rin||- 
larly agreeable, in respect erf' a cmain manly, I fad 
almost said, heroic frankness, with which his air strika 
one almost immediately. So far as his apportnaili* 
have gone, he has ever been as friendly and oUigini 
lo ns, as we could wi^ bin, and were Iw lord of the 
Hall to morrow, would I date say coaduct hinsell 
toward us in such a manner, as to leave us as little 
sens^ile as possible of the removal of its present own- 
en. But all this I say, my dear, merely for the sake 
of stating the matter as it is ; not b order to ofaviale, 
or to prove the mexpedieiice of any future plans of 
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ytmn, cmicenimg ibe jdace of our residence. Provi- 
dence aad time Bbape every tbing ; I sbould ratKer 
say Providence a]<MK, for time has of^a no hand in 
the WMiderful changes that tre esperience ; they tkke 
place in a moment. It is not thereibre worth while 
po'haps to omslder mudi what wq will, or will not do 
in ye»r> to come, cwaeming which all that I can say. 
with.certainty at present is, that those yean will be to. 
me tiie most vntkome, m which I can see the most of 
you. 

W. C. 

TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

Wa)«,DH. 6,nm. 

MY DBAB nilBNP, 

A 8HOBT time since, by the help of Mn. 'niroek- 
mortoa's chaise, Mrs. Unwin and I reached Cfaidbelcy. 
" Now," said I to Mn. Chester, " I shall write boldly 
to yoof brother Walter, and will do it immediately. 
1 have passed the golf that parted us, aad be will ba 
glad to hear it." But let not tbe man who transtetea 
Homer be so presumptuous as to have a will of his 
own, or to fwomise any thing. A fortnight, I wppoee, 
has elapsed since I paid this visit, and I am only now 
beginning to fulfil what I then undertook to aecoiu- 
pUsh without delay. Tbe old Grecian must answer 
for it. 

I spent my morning there so agreeably, that t have 
evK smce regretted more sensibly, that there are five 
miles of a dirty country interposed between us. For 
the increase of «y pleasarei I bad the good forlime 
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to find yeui Brother the BislK^tfaere. Wehadmacb 
talk about may tbing*, but most, 1 believe, about 
H<NBeT; and gnat latufaction it gave me to 6iid> 
that on the mort impwtanl poiata of that sukgeat fab 
Lordsbip and I wttt aacUy of one nind. In the 
coorae of our coDremtioD be produced fron hit pock- 
rt-bocA a tramhtioa of the fint ten or twelve lioca 
of tbe Iliad, and in order to leave m; judgment free, 
infenned me kindly at tlie same time that tbey wet«. 
not his own. I read them, and acccndiiig to the beat 
of my reoollectioD of the original, found them well 
executed. Tbe Biahop indeed acknowledged tbat 
tbey were not fBulUesa, neither did I find them aa. 
Had Ifaey been such, I should have felt thdr pcrfee- 
tiooas a diaeuunigemnit hardly to be surmounted; 
for at that passage I have laboured more abondandy 
tban at any other, and hitherto with the least success. 
I am conviiieed that Homer placed it at the threshold 
of his woifc as ft sOUVCTow to all translator*. Now, 
WaUer, if tbou knowest tbe author of thb verskn, 
and it be not treason against thy Brother's confifiaBoe 
m thy secrecy, dedare htm to me. Had I been ao 
bappy as to have seen the Bishop again beibic he left 
this country, 1 should certainly have asked him tbe 
question, hftring a curiosity uptm tbe matter that u 
extremely troublesome. 

Tbe awkward situation in which. you fonad youiaelf 
on receiving a visit from an authoress, whose work*, 
thongb. presented to you long before, you had never 
lead, made me laugh, and It was no sin ogainst my 
fticDdahip fiw you to do »(k It was a ridiculous dii-. 
tress, and I cau laugh at it even now, I hope sbe 
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catechised yaa well. How did you extrieute yniif' 
■elf} — Now laugh st me. The clerk of the parbh of 
All Saints, in the town of Northampton, having occa. 
non for a poet, has appointed me to the office. X 
fonnd mysdf obliged to comply. The bellman comes 
■est, and then, I thtnb, though eren home upon your 
fwan's qnill, I can soar no b^her ! 

I am, my dear friend, fiutfafully yours, 

W.C. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

iihLihiii.dm.id, iwr. 
I TBANK yon for the snip of doth, commonly called 
a pnttem. At present I have two coats, and but one 
bade. If at any lime bcreiAer I strouht Sod mysdf 
possessed of fewer coats, or inore backs, it w31 be of 
use to me. 

Even as you suspect, my dear, so it proved. The 
ball was prepared for, tiw bal) was hdd, and the ball 
patoed, and we bad nolhbg to do <rith it. Mrs. 
11iro(imotton, knoiring our trim, did not give us tlie 
pain of an iiiritation, for a pain it would have been. 
And why ? as Stemfaold says, — because, as Hopkins 
answers, we mnst have refused it. But it ftll out sin* 
gularly oioi^, that this baH was held, of all days in 
the year, on my birth day— and so I told them— but 
not till it was all over. 

Tboogfa I have thought 'proper never to take any 
notice of the arrival of my Mis. together with the 
atker good tkingi in the box, yet certaiu it is, that I 
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received tlieiii. I bave Airbbheil up the teutb bo<A. 
till it is ai brigbt as silver, and am now oi;cupied in 
bestowii^ the same labour npon tbe eleventh. 1%e 
twelftb and tbirteentfa u« in the hands of . , and 
tbe fourteenth and fifteenth aie ready to socceed 
tbem. This notable job is tbe deligbt of my heart, 
and how sorry shall I be when it is eoded. 

The smith and the carpenter, my dear, are both m 
the room, faangiug a bell^ if I therefore makealboii' 
sand blunders, let the said intruders answer for them 
all. 

I (bank you, my dear, ftir your history of tbe G — s. 
What changes in that family 1 And how many thou- 
sand- families hwe in tbe same time experienced 
cbanges as violent as theirrt Tbe course of a rapid 
river is the jostest of all emblems, to e^>ress the vari- 
ableness of our scene bdow. SfaakqieaTe sa^ noM 
ever bathed bunself twice in tbe same stream, and it is 
equally true (bat tbe world upon which we close our 
tjn at night is never the same with that an which we 
<q)eD tbem in tbe momi^. 

I do not always say, give my love to my Unde, be- 
cause be knows Aat I always love him. I do not al- 
ways present Mrs. Unwin's l^ve to you, partly for the 
same reason, (Deuce take tbe amitb and tbe caipentei^ 
and partly because I fo^t it. But to present my 
own I fbrgetnever, for I alw^ have to finuh my let. 
ter, whieb I know not bow to do, my dearest Coi, 
witiiont telUng yon that I am 

Ever yours, 

w.a 
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TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

WMMi.Da. i3,1ieT. 
DKAS 81 B, 

Unless my nwmoiy deceives me, I forewamed j'oii 
Aat I Bhould prove a very impunctual correapundent. 
The wo^ that lies before jue engages unavoidably my 
whide attentioi). lliekagtb of it, the spirit of it, and 
tte cxacbteM tiwt is requisite to its due ferfanmamKa, 
«n Romuiy most iateresting sul^ectR of MDudcratMm 
to me, tvbo find that my best attempts are oaly iotro- 
ductory to tttlmB, aid that wfaat to day I suppose fi- 
iiiibed, to monow I must begin again. Thus it fares 
with « tnwlator »f Homer. To exhibit the majesty 
efsncb a poet in a modem language is 2 tank that no 
■aaa can estimate the difficalty of till he attempts il. 
.To pataphnse him loosely, to bang him with tnq>- 
fia^ that do not belong to bim, all this ts compara- 
tivdy easy. B«t to repreieut him with only his own 
Mmaments , and still to preserve his dignity, is a labour 
tiiat, if 1 hope in any measure to achieve it, I am seiH 
sible can only be achieved by the most assiduous, and 
most unremitling attention. Onr studies, however 
difieroit in themselves, in reqject of the means by 
which they are to be successtBlly carried on, bear 
•mne resanblaace to eaeh other. A perseverance 
Jhat nothing can discourage, a minuteness of obserro- 
4)on tli^ suSers nothing to escape, and a determina- 
lioB not to be seduced bom the straight line that lies 
before us, by any images whh whidi fancy may pre- 
BcBt us, are essentiab that should be common to us 
both. There are perhaps few arduous undertakings. 
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that ore not in Act more uduoiu than we iffint nip- 
posed tbem. A« we proceed, difficulties increaM up- 
on us, but our btqws gather itrength also, and we con- 
quer difficulties whidi, could we have foreseen then, 
we should never have had the bal<foess to encouNer. 
May this be j^our eipeiicnce, ait I do^t not that it 
will. You posMss by nature all thai is necnm; to 
success in the iHofesiioD that you have chosen. What 
ranaiiu u in your own power. They say of poets, 
that tb^ must be bom:snch : so must matbemati- 
aans, so must great generals, and so must lawyers, 
and so indeed must men of all denominations, or it b 
«ot jwaiMe that Ibey should excel. But with what- 
ever fccuhies we are bom, and to whatever studies 
our genius may direct us, studies they most still tie. 
1 am persuaded, that MUtcm did not write his Paratfise 
Lot*, nor Homer his Iliad, nor Newton bis PriocqM. 
without immense labour. Nature gave ttem a bias to 
tbeu- respective pursmls, and that Birosig propennty, I 
suppose, is what we mean by gcnhis. The rest diey 
gave themselves. " Hacte esto," therefore, have no 
Aars for the issue ! 

- I have itad a second hind letter from your fiiend 
Mr; ■' '■ , whidi 1 have Just answered. I mutt not 
J liad inpe lo see him here, at least I must not much 
expect it. He has a fomily that does not permit him 
to &y southward. I have also a uoIitMi, that we three 
could ^xnd a few days cranfottahly togdber, especi- 
ally in a country like this, abounding in scenes with 
which I am sure you wonld both be delighted. Hbt< 
iog lived till lately at some distauce from tha spot 
that I now inhabil, and having never been master of 
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auy Rort of vdiicle whatever, it b but just now tbat I 
iMgiii myielf to be Bcqnainted witb the benuliei of our 
■ilDfttion. To yon I may hope, ooe time or otiier, to 
Bbow tbem, and diall be happy to do it, when an 
bppoHimity offers. 

YonTs, tnort afiectioDBtely, 

W. C. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Hb Lodfi, la. 1, i)sa. 
ttow for another itoiy almost incredible ! A story 
that would be quite sudi, if it was not certain that 
you give me credit for any thing. I have read the 
poem for ttte sake of wliich you sent the paper, end 
wtvmuch entertabed bjr it. You think it perhi^M, as 
wry well yon may, the cmly piece of tbat kind that 
was tnr produced. It it indeed original, for I dare 
say Mr. Merry never saw mine ; but certainly it is not 
unique. For most true it is, my dear, that fen ytnn 
rioCe, havmg a letter to write to a friend of mine, to 
whom 1 coiild write any thii^, I filled a whole sheet 
with a compositioo, both b measure and in manner 
mectic^ similar. I have in vain searched fw h. U 
m dthcr batnt or Inst. CoaM 1 have found it, you 
would have had douUe postage to pay. For that one 
mm in Italy, and anottier in England, who never saw 
eoeh other, iriiould stumble on a species of verse, in 
which no other man ever wrote (and I believe that to 
be the caae) Mid upoa a style and manner loo, of which, 
I«ipf>ose,thBtBeitberoftfaemhadever seen an Mam- 
pie, i^pcan t» BK M enttaofdiaary a ftcl, that I must 
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have tent yoa niiae, whatever it Iiad cost you, aod an 
reali; vexed tliat I caonot authenticate the ttwy bj 
produdogavoocber. The meaAuie I recollect to bave 
beeo perfectly the same, and as to the manoer I am 
equally sure of (hat, and from thii. circumstance, that 
Mrs. Uuwin and I never huigbed more at any prodnc- 
tioii of mine, pediaps not even at John Gil{Mn. Bat 
for all this, my dear, you must, as I said, give me 
credit : for the thing itself is gone to that limbo of 
vanity, where alone, says Milton, things lost on Eaclh 
are to be met widi. Said limbo is, as you know, 
in ttie moon, wbitfaer I could not at present convey 
myadf without a good deal of difficulty and inconve' 
nience. 

Tliis moming being the morning of new year's day, 
I MDt to the Hall a copy of verses, addressed to Mrt. 
Itiroekmoitoa, entitled, the Wish, or the Poet's New 
Yew's Gift. We dine there to-morrow, nhei^ I sap- 
pose, I shall bear news of them. Hidr kindness is so 
l^reat, and they seize with sudi eagerness every oppor 
tunity of domg all Ihey think will please us, that I 
held mysdf almost in duty bound to treat tbetn with 
this stroke of my profession. 

Tlie small pox has done, I brieve, all that it has to 
do at Weston. Old folks and evim women with 
diild, have been inoculated. We talk of our freedom, 
and SQBM of lu are free enough, bnt not the poor. 
Dependnit as they are upon parish bounty, they an 
tometimes obliged to submit to impositimis, wUch 
periumw in France itsdf could hardly be panllded. 
Can man or wnman be sud to be f^, who is com- 
manded to take a distemper, sonelimes at least mortal, 
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» itQit likely to make it so J No 
i whalever was permitted to exempt the ^ 
In of Weston. The old as well as the youog, 
and the |HegBtuit m i*dl as Ihey vrfio had adv tjiem- 
selves trithin. them, hme been inoculated. Were I 
MktA who is the most artiitrery sovereign on earth i 
I ibould annrer, Dekber the king of France, nor the 
gfaBdHgniior,'but an oveiseer of ihe poor in England.' 
' I amas ber^e&re gqcgpied wilh.Homer: mypra- 
amt o<;ei)pKtion is the rental «f all I have done, vie, 
of tt« first fifteen books. 1 «tand ain»2ed at -my owb 
iDcrcanog dexleri^ in the bunoess, Jiang «erily per- 
suaded t^t, as far BB I have gone, I have improved 
the work to double its fornier value. 

Itet you may begin the new year and end it in all 
health and happiness, and many more when the pie> 
BcnC shall have been long an M one, is the ardent 
wish of Mrs. Uowin, and of yours, my dearest Coi, 
mot cordially, . . 

W. C. 



TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

Wn(ai,ji>. j, ina. 
, HTDEABFKIENB, 

I THANK you for your infonaation concerning dx 
anthor of tine tiamlatioo. of those lines. Had a man 
of las note and ability than Lord Bagot produced it, 
I dioald have beesi discouraged. As it is, I comfort- 
nyadf with tiie thouj^t, that even be accounted it an 
aijnevemait worthy of ias powers, and that even he 
feund it difficuk. l^uiugh I never bad the honour 
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to be known to bh Lpnbhip, I icnember bin wefl «t 
Wubniniter, and the repatttioii hi whkh be itood 
thcTc. Since thri time I have never seen bun, e&cept 
once, many yvtn ago, in tbe Hmise of Connnonc, 
when I bewd ban iptak on the lobjcct of a drah^ 
bill better tiian any member there. 

My fint thirteen bot^ have been crtticMcd in Lmt^ 
doa ; hare bMn by me accommodated t« those ciiti- 
titma, returned ta Londm in (bdr impr oved atate, 
and lent back to We«l<Hi with an imprimantur. Tfak 
would utii^ some poets lest ausious than at^elf 

. nboot whi^ ibey expose in pnbfic ; but it bas not 
Brtiified me. I am now reriiiag them again by tiie 
lq;ht of my own cilticnl taper) and make more Altera- 
tions than at tbe first. But aK they imprornnCnts I 
yon wiU bA— Is not the ^irit of the worit endangered 
tij all this attention to cdrrectneu } I thM and bope 
that it is not. B^ug well aware of the poaribffity of 
sndi a catastrophe, I guard particnlarty against it. 
WItere I find that a servile adbereuce to the ori^ial 
would render the passage leas animated than it abcndd 
be, I BtiU, as at the first, allow myself a liber^. On 
all other occasicHis I prune with an unsparing band, 
deterimned tbRt there shall not be found m the whole 
translation an idea that is not Homer's. My ambi- 
tion is to produce the closest copy pOssiMb, and at tfw 
same time as faannouous as 1 know bow to »ato it. 
His being my cAject, you will no longer tUnk, if in- 
deed you have thought it at all, that I am nnnicesaa- 
rily md over much indnstaiouB. ^e otl^Mi Bi<r- 
patset eveiy thmg ; it is of an immense ta^ilb, ft eai»> 
posed in tb« heat language eter used ^on aaMh, mud 
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deserves, indeed demaads all the labour tint tmj 
traDshtoT, be be who be may, caa possibly bestow on 
it Of thb I am sure, and jloar.biotber the good 
imbop u of the tame mind, thutv at pnaent, mere 
Ei^iih readen kDOW no oMire of Unmer- in reaiity, 
tbao if be had never been trantlated. .'hiBtcoDsi- 
dention indeed it wai, which mainly induced me to 
the undertaking; and if aAer all, dtlier through idle- 
neu, or dotage upon what I have dready done, I 
learn it chugeable with tlie tame incorrectnesi as my 
jHcdeceaian, or indeed with any other that I may he 
aUe .to amend, I had better have amused myself 
otimwise. And yon I know are of my opukHi. 

I send you the clerk's venes, of which I told you. 
Th^we very clerklike, as you will perceive. But 
plain truth in plain words seemed to me to.bt: the ue 
[dus idtra of composition on such an occasion. I 
might have attempted lomethkig very fine, but they 
the .persons prindpaUy ctmcenied, via. my readers, 
would not have uuderstood me. If it puts them in 
,mind that they are mortal, its best end is answered. 
My dear Walter, adieul yours fiutUully, 

W. C. 



TO LADY HESKEHT. 

Whbn I faam prose enough to fill my p^>er, whidi ii 
always Ae case when I write to you, 1 cannot find in 
my heart to give a thud part of it to verse. Yet this 
I must do, or I must make my paoqaets more costly 
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than wonb^^ 1>; doubliDg Ihe poitBge (qN» you, 
wfaidi I sfaould hold to be iiareaiouble. See tfaen 
tbe true reason why I did not aaid joa that same 
■cribblement till yoa denied iL The tbou^t wUeb 
naturally pnaents ftidf to hm on all mkL occuiMB h 
this — la not your caaam comtiig? Why are you ^ 
faticDtf W3I it not be time eaougtn to show taer yow 
fine tbinga when she arrives i 

Fine tilings indeed I have few. He whobai Hmmt 
to transcribe may well be contented to do little (to. 
As when an ass, b«ing hameaHd iiith npet to a >awl 
cart, dngi with hangiiig ean his bcavy talrthca, 
neither filKng lbs long echoing Btreels with Ilia bu- 
anniou bray, nor tbiowing i^ his heels behind, fro- 
Ucksomc and airy, as asses leis ^gaged are woM to 
do I so I, sUisfied to find myself iadiipeanbly oM^ed 
to render into the best poasiUe Eoglidi metre eight 
and forty Greek books, of which the two finest po^as 
in tbe world ctmsist, account it quite safficica^ if I 
may al last achicTe that labour : aud tddom allow 
m^elf those pretty little vagaries, in which I should 
otherwise delight, and of which, if I tbonld Uve loag 
enough, I intend hereaAer to enjoy my filL 

This is the reasim, my dear Cousio, if I may be per- 
mitted to call you so in tbe same breath with whiefa 1 
have uttered this truly heroic comparison ; this i> tbe 
reason why I produce at present but few occasional 
poems, and the preceding reason is that whicb may 
tccQunt MUisfcctorily enough for my withbidding tbe 
very few that I do produce. A thong^t lometiBKti 
strikes me bdbre I rise ; if it runs readily into verse, 
and I can 6mait it before breakbat, it n wdl; other- 
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wise it dies, and is forgotteD ; for all the subsequent 
hours are devoted to Homer. 

The day befote yesterday, I sa*r lor the first time 
Bunbury's new priot, the Propagation of a lie. Mr. 
Throckmorton sent it for the anrnsflmeDt of 9ur 
party. Buid:>ory t«^ humour by the yard, and is, I 
suppose, tbe first vender of it who ever did so. H« 
cannot therefore be said to have hnuKHir without 
DMasoTe (poidoD a pun, my dear, irom a man who liaf 
not made oee before these forty years) thoti^ bf 
any oettaiiUy be siud to be immcasurely droll. 

Tbe oiigbal tbou^t is good, and the exemplifica- 
tKMi (tf it, in those very espresuve figures, adnorabltk 
A poem OD the Hune subject, displaying all that is dis- 
played in tboK attitudes, and in those features, (for 
faces they can hardly be called) would be most excel- 
loit. Tbe afiinity of the two arts^ viz. verse and 
fnmtii^ has been observed; ponibly the liqifHeat 
illustratian of it would be favad, if some poet would 
ally h"yftf to some drafbman, as Bunnury, and un> 
(l^rtake to write every thing be should draw. Thea 
let a mndcian he admitted of the party. ' He should 
c<mpose the said poem, adapting notes to it exactly 
accommodated to the theme; so should tbe sister arts 
be p^tived to be indeed siiten, and the world die Oi 
laugbng- 

W.C. 
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(Sowpbr's letter* 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

'IIh LorifC, Ju. SA, ITBK 
MY DKARB8T cousin. 
It b a forttiiglit sioce I heard from yog, that b ta 
say, a week longer than you have accostomed me to 
wait for a letter. I do not foi^t that jou have re^ 
commended it to me, on occasioiu somewhat similar, 
fo banish all anxiety, and to ascribe your silence only 
to the interruptions of company. Good advfce, my 
dear, but not easily taken by ar man circumstanced as 
I am. r have leamtd m the school of adversity, H 
school from which I have'no expectation that I shall 
ever be dismissedi to apprehend the worst, and have 
ever found it the only course m which I can indulge 
myself without the least danger of mcutring a dis- 
appointment. This ■ kind of cApierfence', continued 
through many years, has given me'siich'au habitual 
bias to the gloomy side of every thing, that I never 
have a inoment's ease on any subject to which I am 
not indifierent. How then can I be easy, when i aai 
left afloat upou a sea of endless conjectures, of which 
yon furnish the occasion? Write I beseech yon, and 
do not lurget that I am now a battered jictor iqion 
this turbuleat stage ; that what Krtle vigour of mind 
I ever' had, of the self-supporting kind I mean, bat 
long unce been broken ; and that though I can bear 
nothing well, yet any thing better than a state of ig- 
norance concerning your wel&re. I have spent hours 
in the night lesuing upon my elbow and wonderii^ 
what your silence means. 1 entreat you once more !• 



264. cqw^eh's letters.' as* 

put w end to tbew fpccntttigBS, «4iiok oost me mora 
animal t^rits than 1 faq (pwe; if you caimat witbout 
great trpuble to joamiX, winch in your lituatioii may 
very posably be tb« oaw, contme opportunitiM of 
writiiig H> frequently v nnai, only aay it, and I an 
extent. I will wai^ if you deain k, ai |ong for every 
letter, but tben let them anive tt th« penod oocc 
fixed, esacUy at tbv time, for my patiance will m>t 
bold ovt Bn bo\ii' b^qnd it. 

W. C. 



TO lADY HESKKTH. 



pASDDM rae, my deamt Cousiq, tlic moomful ditty 
tbiA I Mat you lart. Thera are timet when I see erery 
tbmf Arongb a medhim that dtstreaaet pa to aa in- 
■oHKM'lable degree, and that ktler was wiittea ni one 
of tbeBk A lag that had for three days obliterated 
all the beautipa of Weston, aod a nonb-east wind, 
mi^t poifibly contribote not a little to the melan- 
dioly that indited it: But my nind is now easy, 
your letter hat made it so, and I feel my«elf as blithe 
at a bird in comparison. I love you, ray Cousin, and 
«annot suspect, ulher with or witiiout cause, the least 
cait in which yon may be eoiicenied, without being 
peaSif troubladi Oh trouble! the portion of all 
i^trbda— but nsme in particular. Would I had never 
kaasm thee, or oould Iwl thee farewell for ever ; for 
I meet thee at evaiy tnm, my {nllows are stuSed with 
tbee,my very losas siBcUoftfaea,and even my Cousin, 
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who would cure me of all trouUe if she could, b 
•ometimea innocently the caose of trouble to me. 

I Dvw see the unreasoiwbtenesa of my late trouble, 
and would, if I could tnut myself so tar, promise 
never again to trouble either myself or yoii in tbe 
same mamter, unless warranted by some more sub- 
stantial ground of apprehension. 

What 1 said concerning Homer, my dear, was 
spoken, or rather written, merely under the influence 
of a certain jocularity, that I felt at that moment. I 
am in reality so far from thinking myKlf au aas, and 
my translation a sand-cart, that 1 rather seem, in my 
own account of tbe matter, one of tliose flaming 
steeds harnessed to the chariot of Apollo, of which 
we read in the works of the ancients. I have lately, 
I know not bow, acquired a certain superiority to my- 
self in this business, and in this last revisal have ele- 
vated the exprcssioa to a degree litr sutpasaiug its 
former boast. A few evenings suce 1 had an oppor- 
tunity to try bow far I might venture to expect silch 
success of my labours as can alone repay them, by 
reading the &st book of my Iliad to a friuid of ours. 
He dined with you once at Olney. His name b Great • 
heed, a man of letters and of taste. He dined widi 
us, and the evening proving dark and dirty, we per- 
suaded him to take a bed. 1 entertabed liim as I tell 
you. He heard me with great attention, and with 
evident symptoms of the highest satbtaction, whict^ 
. when 1 had finished the exhibition, he put out of all 
doubt by expressions whicli 1 cannot rqjeat. Only 
this he said to Mrs. Unwin while I was in another 
room, that be bad never entered into the spirit of 
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Homer before, not had any thing like a due coiKep> 
tiMi of Lis miniwr. Thb I have snid, knowing that 
it wdl pkase jou, and will now say no more. 

Adieu ! my dear, will you never speak of coiniim to 
WMton more ? 

w. e. 



I TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

Th« LDdn, Ftb. 1*, nW. 
DEAB SIR, 

Though it be long siuce I received your last, I hav* 
not yet forgotten the impression it made upon m^ 
nor faow sensibly I lelt myself obliged by your uni«- 
served aad friendly communicalions. I will not apo- 
logize for my til^mce in tbe interim, because, ^prised 
as you are of my present occupation, tbe excuse tiiat 
1 might allege will present iteelf to you of course, 
and to dilate upon it would therefore be waste of 
paper. 

You are in posseMion of the best security ima- 
ginable for tbe due improvement of your lime, wbicb 
is a just sense of its value. Had I been, when at your 
age, as much a^cted by that important considera- 
tion as I am at present, I should not have devoted, u 
I did, all the earliest parts of my life to amusement 
only. lam now in the predicament into which the 
thou^tlessuess of youth t>etrays nine-tenths of man- 
iaoA, who never discover that the health and good 
spirits, wbicb generally accompany it, are io reality 
blessings ouly according to the use we make of Hum, 
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till adTCBced ytan twgk to UtrMtta ttiuii vifli Ae 
lowofbodi. How much wwerwoatdthiHuwidBlMTC 
be«i, than now they cwr wilt be, tnd a pnBy coaMl' 



to devote those houra to stiidy asd lefiet^ion, wUcb 
for want of lonie luch check Ibey have givai entird; 
to dissipatkHit I, therrfbre, Mceunt jou h^)py, vriio, 
young at yon an, need not be infonned that you 
cumot always be m; uid who already know that the 
materialB, upon which age can alone build its comfort, 
■iiouk] be faroui^t together at an eailier period. You 
have indeed, in losing a &ther, lost a friend, but you 
have BOl hut fab instractions. His example was not 
bwied with him, butfaaf^y feryou (happily because 
you are desiroin to avail youndf of it) still lives fai 
your KmenAtrauce, and b cberiihed in your best sT- 



Your hM letter was dated from the house of i 
gntleittaa, who was, I belfeve, my scbooIMow. Pot- 

thc Mr. C' who lrr«d at WalfbhJ, whAe 1 had 

any comiexioD with Hertfordshire, must have been 
Ibe iBlher of the present, and according to his age, 
end the state of his health, when I saw him hut, must 
have been kng dead. I never was acquainted whJi 
die fiunily further than by report, which always spcikft 
honourably of tbem, though iu ^ my jonniies to and 
from my fetiier^ I must have pesMd the door. The 
drcamstancv however remmth me of the beantifal 
T^ection df Glaucus in the sixth Iliad ; beautiful as 
Well for the afiectk^ nature of the observation, as for 
tbe justness of tbe comparisoD, and the incomparable 
4UB[dicity of the eipressioQ. f feel that I shall not bft 
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■ Mtisfied without transcribing it, and y<i perb^M my 
Greek may be difficult to dedpber. 

Ti|iiSoW7» ^UH, Iflifot i" imyiVirat iff 
Of a*ifiaya»t,i (to fuH,ii 3* oVoXnyU' 

Excuse this jHece of pedantry in a man whose 
Homer ia always before him ! What would I give that 
he were Kvir^ now. and within my reach ! I, of all nieu 
livmg, have the best excuse for indulging such a wish, 
unreasonable as it may seem, for I have no doubt thai 
the fire of his eye, and the smile of his lips, would put 
me now and then m possession of his full meaning 
more effectually than any commentator. I return you 
many thanks for the elegies which you «mt me, both 
which I think desemng of much commendation. 
I should requite yon but ill by sending you my mot- 
tuaiy verses, neilJier at present can I prevail on my- 
self to do it, having no frank, and being conscious 
that they are not worth carriage without one. I have 
MM copy left, aud that c<^ I will keep for you. 

W. C. 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

ne Lodia, tib. «!> ITSB. 

I HATE now three letters of yours, my dearest Coudn, 
before me, all written in the space of a week, and must 
be indeed insensible of kindness, did I not feel yours 
on this occasion. I cannot describe to you, neither 
could you comprehend it if I should, the mamier in 
Z 2 
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«hich nj mind m MnNtimes impTeaMd wiOi nelan- 
chcrfy <Mi partkular nil^ecls. Your late adeace «rai 
Micb a lubject. (beard, ttw, fmd fell, a Aouand ter- 
rible 4faii]gs, whicb bad no iral esbteace, and ms 
bauoted by tbeik night and day, (31 6tey at last ex- 
torted from me tke Mdal tfMo, which I have odce 
widied bad been boraed befece I icnt it Buttbe 
eloud bas paascd, and as fu ai ymiarectMxsented, 015 
heart ia ence moie at rest. 

Before ysn gave me the hmt, I had Mice or twice, 
as I lay OD m; bed, watrhiig the hre^ of day, nunr 
med on Mie subject which, in your tast but one, yon 



Slawiy, 01 a lekaie from shmry, sncb u the |iMr 
negroes hate endured, or peihapa both tbcae tefica 
together, ^ipearcd t« me a theme w impoiiaat at the 
pWMHlt juncture, ami at Ok muc time m auacqptibic 
t(f 'poaikal wnnq;en>ent, Aat I mme thaa oace per- 
eoiwd mt/tM «^dy to Mart in that «areer, «aBld I 
have allowod ujmfFto desert Homer fw so Jong a 
lime as it ■wonU iha¥c «ott we ite 'do them jUiliee. 

While I was pondering theie things, the public 
prints informed me that Miss More was on the pcnnt 
of publicatiou, having actually linisbcd what I had 
not yet begun. 

The sight of her adveitisement convinced me that 
my best course would be that to which I felt myself 
most iuclineA, to 'persevere, wMiont turning aside to 
attend to any other cdl, however BHuring, nfflw hnsi- 
nessl have in band. 

It occuned to me likewise, (hat I have already 
bomemy testimony m tavDiirtif my Uai^ brethren ; 

_.. .Cookie 
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and that 1 was one of the eartieil, if not the fini, of 
tbose who have in tbe pRtent day espreiaed tlwir de- 
testation of tbe diaboliod traffic in question. 

On alt Ihete accounts 1 judged it bett to be silen^ 
and eqiedaUy betBBM I cannot <}oabt tfaat some effiM> 
tual meuureswill now be taken to alleviate the miseries 
of dieii' condition, the whole nation being in possesdon 
of the case, and it being impossible also to allege an 
a^raent in behalf of man-tmrehnmliM, that am dt- 
MTve a beHimg. I shall be ^ad to see Hunmh 
Mare's poem; she is a (anninte writer with ne, »)d 
has more neire and energy both in her thoughts and 
hmgmge than half tbe he ihymers in Hie kingdom. 
The Thoughts on the Manners of the Great wiH like- 
wise be most acceptaUe. I want to learn as much of 
the worid as I can, bnt to acqaire tfiat teaming at a 
distance, mid a hatA mlh soch a tide promines firir to 
aenc tbe purpose efiectnally. ' 

I recommend it to you, my <tear. by all means to 
embrace Hm fair occasion, and to put yoorsdf in the 
way of Imng squeezed and incommoded a few hoars, 
fortbesBheofliearii^and seeing what you will never 
bave an opportunity to see and hear hereafter, the 
trial of a man who has been greater, and more feared 
fhan ttie great Mogul himself. Wliatever we are at 
borne, we certaiidy Imve liecn tyrants in the East ; and 
If these men have, as they are charged, rioted in the 
nriseries of tbe tno o cent, and deah death to tbe gnSt- 
less, wiQi an unqmring hand, may tbey receive a letri- 
bution 'diat shall in fiitore make M governors and 
judges of outs, in ffaoae distant rtffota, tremUe. 
WhSe I speak thns, I efjudiywisli tbem acquitted. 
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They were botb my iclioolfeUows, aod for Hasticgs I 
had a particular value. Farewell. 

W. C. 

TO LADr HESKETH. 

Ite LDdfi Feb. it, )TBS. 

I SO not woudw that your ears and feehngt were 
hurt by Mr. Buriw'i severe invective. But yi>u are to 
know, my dear, or probably you know it already, that 
the prosecution of public delinquents has alwaya. and 
in all countries, beeu thus conducted. The style of a 
criminal charge of this kind has been an affiur settled 
atBoag orators from the days of TuUy to the present, 
and like all other practices that have obtained for 
ages, this in particular seems to have been founded 
oiiginally m reason, and in tbenecessity of the case. 

He who accuses another to the slate, must not 
appear himself unmoved by the view of crimes with 
wbich he charges him, lest he should he suspected of 
fiction, or of precipitancy; or of a consdousneis th^ 
after ail he shall not be able to prove bU'all^titMU. 
On the ccmtrary, in order to impress the miniU of his 
bearers with a persuasion that he himself at least is 
cfHivinced of the criminality of the prisoner, he must 
be vehement, energetic, ra^nd; must call him tyrant, 
and traitor, and every thing else that is odious, and all 
tills to his face, because all this, bad as it is, is no 
more than he undertakes to prove in the sequel ? and _ 
if he cannot prove it he must himself appear in a light 
Tery little more desirable, and at the be^ to have 
trifled widi the tribunal to Which behassummonedhim. 
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Thtu Tuily, in the very first wnteoce of hi> onUion 
against CatiiiDe, nils him a mooster ; a manner of 
addicM in ffhidi be persisted till said monster, unable 
to mif^rt the fiiry of his accuaer't doquence any 
longer, roM from his seat, elbowed for bimself a pas- 
•Bge through the crowd, and at last bunt from the se- 
nate bouse in an agony, as if the Furies themselves had 
ftttowed him. 

And now, my dear, though I have thus spokoi, and 
have seemed to plead the cause of that spedes of clc 
quence which yoo, and eveiy creature who has yoursen* 
timents must necessarily dislike, perhaps I am not alto> 
gether convinced of its propnety. Perhaps, at (he bot- 
tom, I am much more of opinion that if the charge, on- 
accompanied by any inflammatory natter, and simply 
detailed, b^g once delivered into the court, and read ^ 
aloud; the wAnesses were immediately examined, and 
sentence pronounced according to the evidence ; not 
only the process would be shortened, much lime and 
much expense saved, but justice would have at least 
as fiur play as now she has. Pr^udice is of no use in 
we^mg the question— guilty or not guilty — and th* 
principal aim, end, and eSect of such introductory ' 
harangues is to create as much prijudice as posuMe. 
When yon and I therefore riiall have the sole manage- 
ment of such a business entnisted to us, we will order 
it otherwise. 

I was ^ad to leam from the papers that our Coudn 
Henry ihone as he did in reading the charge. This 
most have given nmch pleasure to the General. 
Thy ever aflectionate, 

W. C, 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 



The Lodte, Much 3, 17SB. 

One day last week, Mrs. Uowin and I, havbg takei) 
our morDing walk, and retiimitig homeward through 
the wilderness, met the Throckmortons. A niinHte 
alter we had met them, we beard the cr^ of houuds 
at no great distance, and mounting the, broad stump 
of ao elm, which had beeu felled, and by the aid of 
which we were enabled to look over the wall, we saw 
them. They were all at that time in our orchard ; 
presently we heard a. terrier, belonging to Mrs. 
Throckmorton, which you may remember by the 
name of Fury, yelpuig with much vehemence, awf saw 
her running through the thickets within a few yards of 
us at her utmost speed, as if in pursuit of something 
which we doubted not was the fox. Before we could 
reach the other end of the wilderness, the hounds 
entered also ; and when we arrived at the gate which 
opens into the grove, there we found the whole weaiy 
cavalcade assembled. The huntsman dismounting 
begged leave to follow his hounds on foot, for be was 
sure, he said, that they had killed him. A conclusioa 
which I suppose be drew from their profound silence. 
Me was accordingly admitted, and with a sagacity that 
would not have diUionoured the best hound in the 
world, pursuhig precisely tbe same track which the 
fox and the dogs bad taken, though he had never had 
a glimpse of either after their first entrance through 
tbe rails, arrived where he found the alaughtered prey. 
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He soon produced dead reynard, and rejoioed us in the 
grove with all his dogs about bim. Having an oppor- 
tuni^ to see a ceremony, which I was pretty sure 
would never, fiill in uiy way again, I determined to 
stay, and to notice all that passed with tbe most 
minute attention. The huntsman having by the aid 
itt a pitchrork lodged reynard on tbe arm of an elm, at 
the height of about nine feet from the ground, there 
left: bim for a considerable time. ' Tbe gentlemen sat 
on their horses contemplating the fox, for which they 
had toiled so hard ; and the hounds assembled at tbe 
foot of tbe tree, with faces not less expressive of tbe 
moat rational deligbt, contemplated tbe same object. 
The huntsman remounted; cut off & fool, and threw 
it to tbe hounds— one of them swallowed it whole like 
a bolus. He then ouce more alighted, and drawing 
down the fox by the hinder legs, desired the people, 
who were by this time rather numerous, to open a 
Iwe for him to the right and left. He was mstantly 
obeyed, when throwing tbe fo\ to the distance of some 
yards, and screaming like a fiend, " tear him to 
fneces" — at least stx times repeatedly, he consigned 
bim over absolutely to tbe pack, who in a few minutes 
devoured faiin completely. Thus, my dear, as Virgil 
Hiys, what none of the gods could have ventured to 
promise me, time itself, pursuing its accustomed c«arse, 
has of its own accord presented me with. I have 
Iieen m at the death of a fox.^and you now know as 
much of the matter as I, who am as vrell informed as 
any sportsman io Englauc). 

Yours, 

W.C. 
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TO LADY HESKETH. 



SLATBBT,aiid the Uauocnoftbe Great, IhsTeiead. 
11m foraoer I atlmired, as I do aU that Miss More. 
wiitca, ai well for eaagy otttpKuioa, as for die te»^ 
dcDc; Qf tfaf deaigii. 1 have iiever jet leen any pro- 
doctioQ of ber pea, tbat has not recommended itself 
by both these qualtficatioiu. Iliere is likewise miKh 
good sense in her manner of treating ever)* SHtyect, 
and DO mere poetic cant (.which u the thing that I 
abhor,) in her maimer of treating any. And this I say, 
W>t because you now know and visit ber, bnt it has 
long been my avowed (^Hoion of ber works, which \ 
have both qmkea ud written, as ofUn u I bwt bad 
occasion to mention them. 

Ml. Wilberfbnce's iitOe book Cif be was tbp m*b<^ 
of it) has also cltarmed me. It ninst, I abofild ima- 
gue, eo^ge the notice of those to wboa it is ad< 
dmaed. Id that case one may say to tlwni, ei^ict 
answer it, or be set imm by it. They will do 
ttdither. Thty wilt ai^rore, cwnmentj, wd fing^ it 
Such has been the &te pf all ^xbortatiotu to n^Mn, 
wliethei in verse or ^Q«e, and howcrcrtjpsdly pniaed 
upoB the GonscieiK^e, in all ages. Hen aqd tbere a 
bvejff individual, to whom iQg^ gin* grw» pud 
wis4uo to pmfit hy the admonition, is the ^tter for 
it. But the aggregate body (ai Ciilhat Cooper used 
to call the mnltitnde) remain, though with a very 
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good iiDdentimdiiig of tbe mattei, like bone and mule 
tliat have none. 

We sball now aooa l<nt our neighbours at the HaU. 
We shall trul; miss thuii and long for their return. 
Mr. HuodunortoB said to me last night, with spark* 
ling eTes, and a liice eitpreame of the highest [dea- 
sare — " We compared you this morning v^th Pope ; 
we leiul your fourth Iliad, and his, aitd I rally tluBk we 
flliRll beat him. He has many superflnons hues, and 
doea not interest one. When I read your traaaUtioii, 
I am deqily affected. I see plainly your advantage, 
Rnd am convinced that Pope qwiled all by attempting 
tbe worii in rhyme." His brother Oeoige, who is my 
laMt active amanaenas, and who indeed first introdu- 
ced (be subject, secottded all be said. More would 
bave passed, but Mrs. TbrockmortMi having seated 
henctf at tlte harpsichord, and for my amusement 
merely, my attentioD mu ei course turned (o ber. 
Tbe new vicar of Olney is anived, and we have ex- 
changed vinta. He isa[dun, seniHtle man, and incases 
me much. A treasure for Olney, if Olney can under- 
stand his value. 

W.C. 

TO GENERAL COWPEA. 

Wal«i,tTBiU 
HT DBAB 6KNEBAI, 
A LBTTJEK is sot ideamnt Hihich ewites asnatity, bat 
doMootgratiiy.it. SiuA a letter tras my last, the d«- 
fects of which I therefore take die first q>portumty to 
supply. When tbe ctwditiiHi of our negroes in the 
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idaods ViAS first presented to me as a subject fbr songs, 
I felt rayseif not at all allured to the undertaking : it 
seemed to offer only images of horror, which could by 
no means be accommodated to the style of tliat sort 
of composition. But havbga desire to comply, if pos> 
sible, with the request made to me, after turning the 
matter in my mind as many ways as 1 could, I, at last, 
as I told you, proiluced three, and that which appears 
to myself the best of those three, I have sent you. Of 
the other two, one is serious, in a strain of thought 
perhaps rather too serious, and I could not help it. 
The other, of which the slave-trader is himself the sub- 
ject, is somewhat ludicrous. If I could thmk them 
worth your seeing, I would, as opportunity should 
occur, send them also. If this amuses you, I shall be 

W. C. 

TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

tlucb Ig, ijiB, 
HT DBAR VKIEND, 

The spring is come, but not I suppose that spring 
which our poets have celebrated. So I judge at least 
by the extreme severity of the season, sunless skies and 
freeing blasts, surpassing ail that we experienced in 
the depth of winter. How do you dispose of youraelf 
in this howling month of March? As for me, I walk 
daily, be the weather what it may, take Bark, and 
write verses. By the aid of such means lu these I 
e Poenu, Vol. 2.) accompuiei) 

-,. Google 
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combat tlie north-east wiud with some meamire of suc- 
ceM, and look forward, with the hope of enjoying it, 
to the warnilh of summer. 

Have you seen a little volume lately published, en- 
titled Tbe Manners of the Great > It is said to have 
been written by Mr. Wilberforce, but whether actually 
written by him or not, is undoubtedly the work of some 
man intimately acquainted with the subject, a genlle- 
maii, and a man of letters. If it makes the impression 
on those to whom it is addressed, that may be in some 
dcfree expected from his arguments, and fiwn Im 
mnner of pressing them, it will be well. But you 
and I have lived long enough in the world to know, 
tbat the hope' of a general reformation in any class of 
men whatever, or of women either, may easily he too 
■anguine, 

I have now given the la^t revisal to as much of my 
Iranidation as was ready for it, and donot know, that 
1 shall bestow another single stroke of my pen on that 
part of it before I send it to the press. My business at 
present is witb the sixteenth book, in which I have 
made some prioress, but have not yet actually sent 
forth Patroclus to the battle. My tirst translation 
lies alnays before me ; line by line I examine it as 1 
|H'oceed, and line by line reject it. I do not however 
bold myself altogether rndebted to my critics for the 
better judgment, that I seem to exercise in this matter 
now than ill the first instance. By long study of him, 
1 am in tact become much more familiar with Homer 
than at any time heretofore, and have possessed my- 
self of such a taste of his manner, as is not to be at- 
tained by mere cursory readbg for amusement. But 

... .Google 
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■hs 1 'tis after all a moftHjii^ considemioi], that the 
majority of my jodget hereafter will be no judges <4 
Ibis. Grcemm ewt, turn polett kgi, is a motto^dnt 
would suit nne in ten of those who will give diem- 
k1k9 airs about it, and pretend to like or to dislfte. 
No matter. I know I shall [dease yeu, becmue 1 
know teltat [leases you, and am sure that I haredone it; 
Adieu! my good friend, 

£nr afiu^iODately youn. 



TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

WMUa, Mink If, IM; 
MY DBAK FHIENn, 

I KEJOICE that you have so snccessfiiUr petfbnned 
so loi% a journey without the aid of hoofs or whedi. 
I do not know that a journey on foot exposes a man 
to more disasters than a carriage or a bone ; perhaps 
it may be the safer way of travellbg, but the novelty 
of it impressed me with some anxiety on your account. 
It seems almost incredible to myself, that my com- 
pany should be at all denrable to you, or to any man. 
I know so little of the world as it goes at present, and 
labour generally under such a deprtsnon of ipitfts, 
especially at those times when I could wish to be most 
cheerful, that my own share in every conversation ap- 
pears to me to be the most insipid thing imaginable. 
But you say you found it otherwise, and I will not for 
my own Sfute doubt your sincerity, de gustibui nm 
fat dupatanduBt, and since such is yours, I diall leave 



272. COWPEE'S LETTERS. gfip 

TOu in quiet pouesalon of it, wiahiog indeed both its 
ccMitinuaoce and increase. 1 shall not tind a properer 
place in which to say, accept of Mrs. Unwin'a ackaow- 
Icdgeuients, as well as mine, for the kindness of your 
espresaonson this subject, and be assured of an ud- 
dissembliag welcome at all times, when it shall suit you 
to give us your company at Weston, As to her, she is 
one of the sinceiest of the human race, and if she re-, 
ceivea you with the' appearance of pleasure, it is be- 
cause shfrftels it. Her behaviour on such occasions 
is with her an a%ir of conscience, and she dares no 
mwe look a fabebood than utter one. 

It is almost time to tell you that I have received the 
books safe, they have not suffered the least detriment 
by the way, and I am much obliged to you for them. 
If ny translation should be a little delayed in conse- 
quence of this favour of yours, you must lake the 
blame on yourself. It is imposuble not to read the 
notes of a commentator so learned, so judicious, and 
of 10 fine a taste as Dr. Clarke, havmg him at one's 
elbow. Though he has been but a few hours under 
my roof, 1 have already peeped at him, and find that 
he will be instar omnium to me. They are such 
Botes Exactly as I wanted. A translator of Homer 
should ever have somebody at band to say, " thaf s a 
beauty," lest he should slumber where bis author does 
not; not only depreciating, by such inadvertency, the 
woA of his original, but depriving perhaps his own of 
an embellishment which wauled only to be noticed. 

If you bear ballads sung in the streets on the hard' 

ibipa of the negroes in the islands, they are probablj 

mine. It must be an honour to any man to have givai 

Aa2 
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a sttoke to that cfaaio lionevei feeble. I fear bowerCT 
tliat the attempt will M. The tidingi whicli IiMe 
lately reached me from London cooceraing it, are mt 
ibe mott cncoungfiig. While the matter 4ept, or 
wu bat sljgbdjr adreitcd to, Ae Engliifc oid; fa>d 
theii share of riiam« in MmmoD with other natiooa on 
Mcoiiiit of it. But since it has been cuvRMed and 
searched to the bottom, nnce the public atteatiaa has 
been rivetted to the horrible sdieme, we can mo longer 
l^ead citber that we did not know it, or did mt tirink 
of it. Wo be to us, if we retiise the poor uytiwj 
Ibe redress to v^ich tbe; bad so elear a r^^ ^m1 
prove oarselves m the sight of God and mea {uJifo- 
ent to an consitfetMioos twt thoae of gain. 

Adieu, 

W.C. 

TO LADY HESKKni. 

•nr DBARBST COCSIM, 

Mk«. Tliiio^iBortoQ has proiUKd to write t* at. 
I beg tbM as often » you shaU Me her jwu wiB give 
bet a smart pinth, and my, " Have youwtitkn to aj 
Cousnf" IbuildaHmyhopesofberpafiNnaaeciM 
ttiis expedient, and for so doii^ these mg fatten, Mt 
patent, ^hA he your MiKcieut isaiisni. ¥«« mn tbm 
to give ber the qnestaon till she ihiU amwOT, " Yes."- 
I ban wtittea oiie more Mng, and aent it. it is ^^ id 
the Monriag Drdani, and mi^ be aoi^ to tbe tone of 
Tweed-Side, or any other ttuie tbat wiU sat it, tori 
•m not. nice on fliat sutject I weald hMe mpieri it 
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(or you, had \ not almost 6]kd my sheet without it, 
bnt now, my dear, you muM f tay till the cweet lirant 
ofLondoB shall bring it to you, or if th&t bappy dsy 
riioidcl neverviiiTe, I huel:^ acknowledge myielf your 
debtor to that amount. I shall now probably «eage 
to sing of tortured negroe*, a theme wbicb never 
fdeased me, but which, in the h<^ of doing them 
•atne little •errice, I was not unwiliicg to Itandle. 

If any thing could bare raised Mise Mare to a high- 
er pbee in my opmiou than she possessed before, it 
could only be your nformation that, after all, tfae, and 
not Mr. Wilberforce, is author of that volume. How 
comes It to pass, that she, being a woman, writes with 
a force, and ene^, and a correctness hitherto arro- 
galcd by the hmo, and not veiy frequcBtly diqilayed 
even by the men themselvea ! 

Adieu, 

W.C 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

1^ UdtB,iUf 6, nss. ' 

MY DBABUTCODSIN, 
VoDBskmebowllifaeSMolkt'sDoaQaiKOte? I an^ 
m«r, well, perhaps better tfaas any body's. But bavr 
n^ nO'Aill m the ordinal, soma dffidence b o fsa e s 
me. That is to uf, I do aot laKnr whetber i mgkt 
to pnAr it or mat. Yet there is so litde dniatioit 
fi«n«lfaer-««rrf<»safkwhichlbave •etD.tbatl da 
aotflMieliberitate. b bal made i^ iaagh I know imr 
moderately, and in such a case f « «i^- 

A tbowmd thaiAs, my den, for the wrw oasvcni- 
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encein the way of stowage which you are u> kind as 
to intend me. There is itotfaing in which I am ao 
defident tm repositories for letters, papers, and litter, 
of all aorls. Your last present has helped me some' 
what; but not with respect to such thbigi as reqiiiro 
lock and key, which are numerous. A box therefore 
go secured will be to me an invaluable acquiaiUon. 
And since you leave me to my option, what shall be 
the iuze thereof. I of course prefer a folio. On the 
back of the book-seeming box some artist, expert in 
those matters, may inscribe these words, 
Collectane* cnriosa. 

The En^i^ of which is, a coUectioD of curiosities. A 
title which I prefer to all others, becanse if f live, I 
■hall take care that the box shall merit it, and be- 
cause it will operate as an incoitiv e to open that, which 
being locked cannot be opened. For in these cases 
the greater the balk, the more wit is discovered by the 
ingenious contriver of it, viz. myself. 

The General I understand by his last letter is in 
town. In my last to him, I told him news ; possibly 
itwiUg^eyoupleasure, and ought for that reasoo'to 
be made kDown to you as soon as possible. My friend 
Rowley, who I told you has after twenty-five yean 
gilence renewed his ctwrespondence with me, and who 
now lives in Ireland, where he has many and conuder- 
able connexions, has sent to me for thirty subsctiptioi 
papers. Bowley is one of the most benevolent and 
friendly creatures in the world, and will, I dare say, 
^o all in his power to serve me. 

I am just recovered from a violent cold, attended by 
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• cougb, (rhicb «plit mj' head while it laated, I escap- 
ed these torturei all the niDter, but whose cuostitu- 
tion, or what tkia, can pouibly be proof against our 
Tenia) breezes in England? Hitie never were, dot will 
be. 

Viitm peo]^ are intimate, we sa; they are as great 
fu two inUe-nenTers, on which expression I have to 
remark in tiie first [dace, that the word great is here 
used in a sense which the correqwoding term has not, 
■o &r as I know, in any other language — and secondly, 
Ihttinkle-weaven contract intimacies with each other 
sooner than other pe<^le on account of their juxtapo- 
ntion in weaving of inkle. Hence it b that Mr. Greg- 
son and I emulate those happy weavers in the ckweneis 
of our conneaicKi. We Uve near to each otberj and 
while the HaU is emp^ are each others only eztrafoift- 
iwous comfort. 

Most truly thine, 

W.C. 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

WMt«i,HiTB,l7M. 

AlasI my library! — I must now give it up for a lost 
thing for ever. Tbe only consolatiiHi belonging to the 
circnmstauce is, or seems to be, that no such loss did 
ever be&lt any other man, or can ever befall me 
again. As &r as books are concerned I am 

Totna teres ttqae roUmdiu, 
and may set fortune at defiance. The books which 
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had been my fatber*i bad most of them h» anus on 
the inude cover, but the rest no mark, notber hitnuiu 
nor mbe. I could moum for them like ShkIio tot 
his Dapple, but it would avail me notbiug. 

You will oblige me much by seudiug me Cnt^ 
Kale. A gentleman last winter promised me bodi h^ 
and the Lace-maker, but be went to London, Hat 
place in which, as in the grave, " alt things are foi^ 
gotten," and I have never seen eilber of tbem. 

I b^n to find some prospect of a condnsion, of 
the Iliad at least, now opening upon me, bmvmg 
reached the eighteenth book. Your letter Ibuod n(e 
yesterday in the very feet of dispersing tbe whole 
host of Troy by the voice only of Achilles. Iliere b 
nothing estravagant m the idea, for you have wit- 
nessed a similar dket attendbg even such a voice as 
mine at midnight, from a garret window, on the dogs 
of a whole parish, whom I have put to flight in a 
mtmtiat. 

W.C 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Hk iA)|t, utf It, iTSs. 
It is probable, my dearest Coz, that I shall not be 
able to write much, but as much as I can I will. The 
time between rising and breakfast is all that I can at 
present tind, and this morning I lay longer than 
XBual. 
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In the stjile of the lady's nole lo you. I can easily 
perceive a smatch uf her character. Neither men nor 
women write with such neatness of expression, who 
have not given a good deal of attention to language, 
and qualified themselves by stud;. At the same time 
it gave me much more pleasure to observe that tny 
Coz, tliough not standing on the piunacle of renown 
quite so elevated, as that which lifts Mrs. Montagu to 
the clouds, falls in no degree short of her in this parti- 
cular; so that should she make you a member of her ' 
academy, she will do it honour. Suspect me not of 
flattering you, for I abhor the thought; neither ui'// 
you suspect it. Recollect that it is an invariable rule 
with me, never to pay compliments to those I love. 

Two days, en suite, 1 bave walked to Gayhurst ; a 
longer journey than I have walked on foot these 
seventeen years. The first day I went alone, design- 
ing merely to make the experiment, and choosing to 
t>e at liberty to return at whatsoever point of my pil- 
grimage I should find myself fatigued. For 1 was not 
without suspicion that years, and some other things no 
less injurious than jears, viz. melancholy and distress 
of mind, might by this time have unfitted me for such 
achievements. But I found it otherwise, I reached 
the church, whicb stands, as you know, in the garden, 
in fifty-five minutes, and returned in ditto time to 
Weston, The next day I took the same walk with 
Mr. Powtey, having a desire to show bira the prettiest 
place in the country. I not only performed these two 
escursions without injury to my heallh, but have by 
means of them gained indi^utable proof that my am- 
bulatory foculty is not yet impaired; a discovery 
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wUcb) coukknig that to at; feet tioae I an Ukaly, 
M I have ever been, to be indebted alwayi for my 
tnuportatiou from [riace to place, I find wery delec- 
table. 

You will find in the Oentleraan's Magaiioe a soiuw^ 
addrmed to HeDry Cowper, sigoed T. H. I am the 
HritAT of it. No CTcatiue koows thia bat yourself; 
you will nake what ute of the iidelUgenoe you sbaQ 
see good, 

W. C. 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

MY DBAS FRIBND, 
For two escelletit prinb I return you my mcen ac* 
knowledgQieDtB. I cannot say that poor Kate le- 
sentblea ranch the orjgiBat, who wu oei^wr >o youiw 
nor so handsome a> the pencil haa rqiresenled'beri 
but she was a figure well suited to the account givoi 
of tMcm die Task, and has a Ace excaadingly exi»e>. 
aivc of dc^Mirii^ mdancholy. The bm-maker h 
accidentally a good likeness of a young womsoi, ones 
our neigldHiur, who was hardly less handsome tlan 
the picture twenty years ago ; but the loss of one 
hnsbaod, and the acquisition of another, hare, abce 
that time, impaired her much ; yet she m^t siill be 
supposed to have sat to the artist 

We dined yesterday with your friaid aw) mine, the 

most compatiiovable and donwatic Mr. C -.. The 

whi^e kingdwn can hardly liumsh a ^Kctada «oie 
pleaiing to a man who has a taste fw true happws^ 
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than faiiiiielf, Mrs. C , aod their multitudiaotu 

fainilj. Seven long miles are ialeqwsed between aa, 
or perhaps I should oflener hare an opportunity of 
dedaimuig on this sulyect. 

I am now in the nisetcenth book of the Diad, and 
oo the point of displajiag such feats of beroism per- 
foimed by Achilles, as make all other achievements 
trivial. I may well exdaim, O ! for a muse of fire I 
espedally having uot ody a great host to cope with, 
bat B great river bUo ; much however may be done, 
when Homer leads the way. 1 should not have 
chosen to have been the ongjoal author of such a 
busniesB, even thougji all the nine bad stood at my 
elbow. Time has wonderfiil eHects. We admire that 
in an ancient, for which we should send a modem 
bard to Bedlam. 

I saw at Mr. C 's a great ciiriosi^; an aidiqua 

bust of Paris in Parian marble. Yew will conclude 
that it interested me ezceediuj^y. I [leased myself 
with supposing that it once stood in Heien't chamber. 
It was in hct brought from the levant, and thoogli 
not well mended (for it had su&red much by time) j; 
aa admirable perfomunce. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Tke ladti, MqiW, IIBS. 
HT DBAS COZ, 

Tub Gownl, m ■ letUr which came yestercky, sent 

me aidosed a copy of my sonnet ; thus introduefaig it. 

" I send a copy of verses somebody has written in 

VOL. II. B B 

, . Coo;;[c 



Z7& COWPBaS LBTTEKS- -^fO. 

the Genltemau's Magazine for April hst. Iinie- 
peodent of my parthJitj towards the subject, I think 
the lines themselTca are good." 

Thus it appears that my poetical adfentuie has suc- 
ceeded to my wish, and I write to him by this post, on 
puipose to infoiin him that the somebody in question 
is mysdf. 

I no longer wonder that Mrs. Montagu stands at 
the head of all that is called learned, and that every 
critic veils his bonnet to her superior judgment, I am 
BOW readbg, and have reathed the middle of her Essay 
on the Genius of Shakspeaie, abookof which, strange 
as it nray seeui, thougli I must have read it formerty, 
I had absolutely forgot the existence. 

The leamJDg, the good sense, the sound judgment, 
and the wit displayed in it, fully justify not mly my 
compliment, but all compliments that either have been 
already paid to her talents, or shall be paid hereafter. 
Voitaire, 1 doubt not, rejoiced tliat his antagonist 
wrote in English, and that his countrymen could not 
posribly be judges of the dispute. Could tliey have 
known how much she was in the right, and by how 
many thousand miles the bard of Avon. is superior to 
all their dramatists, the French critic would have lost 
half his fame among tbem. 

I saw at Mr. C— — ' — 's a head of Paris; an an- 
tique of Parian marble. His uncle, who left him ibe 
estate, brought it, as I understand, from the Levant: 
you may suppose I viewed it with all the eotbusiasm 
that belongs to a translator of HoiAer. It is ui reaUty' 
a great curiosity, and highly valuable. 

Our friend Seplius bas«ent me two prints, the Lace- 
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nwker and Crazy Kate. These aim I Irare contem- 
fialed with pleamre, having, aa you know, a particular 
inlereit in thetn. The former of them is not more 
beautiful than a lace-maker, once our neighbour at 01- 
ney; though tbe artist has assembled as many charms 
in her countenance as I ever saw in any counteuance, 
one excepted. Kate is both younger and bandiomer 
than the original from which I drew, but she b in a 
good atyle, and as mad as need be. 

How does this hot weather snit thee, my dear, in 
London P as for me, with all my colomrades and 
boira^, 1 am quite oppressed by it. 

W. C. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

TluLod|c,IaiK3,17«R. 
HY DBABEST COUSIN, 

The excesnve heat of these last few days was indeed 
oppressive ; but exceptmg the languor that it occa- 
Moned both in my mind and body, it was tar from 
being prejudicial to me. It opened ten thousand 
pores, by which as many mischief, Ibe effects of long 
obslTQction, began to breathe thensehes forth abun- 
dantly. Then came an east wind, baneful to me at 
all times, but following so closely such a sultry season, 
uncommonly noxious. To speak in tbe seaman's 
l^rase, not entirely strange to you, / mat taken all 
aback i and the humours which would have escaped, 
if old Eurus would have given them leave, finding 
every door shut, have Mien into ray eyes. But in a 
^untry like this, poor miserable mortals most be con- 
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tent lo suffer aH that ndden and Tiolent clm^es can 
Mict; aodiftb^MRqnitfbr abonthalf tbe piagata 
tiiat Calibaa calk Aam on Proqino, Ifaey uny say we 
are weU off, and dance for joy, jf tbe rtKomatisn) m 
cramp will let them . 

Did yen ever set an adfertisenwnt by oae Fowie, a 
danca^-master of Newport hgne) i If not, I will 
contm^ to atad it to yon for your annKnaent. It is 
the roost eitrengantly Indicroas aflidr of tite kind f 
ner saw. Hk author of it had tbe good bap to be 
ctaied, or be had never jvodnced any thing half so 
dever; for yon wHI ever observe, that they who an 
said lo have lost their wits, have more than other 
petqde. It b Iberefore only a slaitder, with which 
«nvy prranpts the maligni^ of persMW in their s^ues 
to a^)crse wittier than themselves. But there are 
countries m Uk world, where the mad have justice 
done them, where they arerevered as the siilgects of 
inspimtiou, and coonilted as oracles. Poor Fowk 
would have made a figure there. 

W.C. 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

W(aoD,JuwH,n«3. 
MT DBAS FRIEND, 

YotTR letter brought me the very first intelligence of 
the event it mentions. Hy last letter from Ladjr 
HeA^ gave me reason enough to expect it, bnt llie 
ccitain^ of it was unknown to me till I learned h by 
your iofonnation. If gradual decline, the consequence 
of great age, he a suflicieiit preparation of the miiHi 



S8t. COWPBS'S L£TTBKa. 2S1. 

to oicoiuiter SDcb a loss, our minds were certainly 
prepared to meet it : yet to you I need not «ay that 
no preparation, can supersede the feelings of tbe heart 
oo such occasiMw. While out frienda yet. live inha- 
bitants of the same, world with ourselves, they seem 
■till to live to iM ; we are . sure that they sometimes 
think of til ; and however improbable it may seem, it 
is never impossible that we :may see each other once 
again. But the grave, like a great gulf, swallowi all 
such expectation, and in the moment when a beloved 
friend sinks into it, a thousand tender recoUectioiis 
awaken a regret, that will be felt in spKe'of all rea- 
soningn, and let our warnings have been what they 
may. Thus it u I take my last leave of poor Ashley, 
whose heart towards me was ever truly parental, and 
to whose memory I owe a tenderness md respect (hat 
will never leave me. 

W.C. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

ne l»dfc, Jna 10, ITSe. 
MY SBABEST COUSIN, 

YoUB kind letter of precaution to Mr. Gregson sent 
him hither as soon as chapel-service was ended in the 
evening. But he found me already apprised of the 
event that occanoned it, by a line Irom Sephns, re- 
ceived a few hours before. My dear uncle's death 
awakened in ne many refiections, which for a time 
sank my sfonti. A man like him would hare been 
mourned, had he doubted tbe age he readied. At 
^y age his death would have been felt as a lou, that 
B B 2 

_.. .Cookie 
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no surrivoT gouU rqwir. And though it m» not 
probaUe that for m]' own part I ihould ever see tum 
man, yet tlie coiMciaiuaeo tbit he still Hved, was a 
coafoit to me. Let it comfiul lu now, tint we have 
btt him 00I7 at a time whea natnre could afibrd him 
te oa no longer ; that at his life was UameleH, so waa 
hb death without angoirii ; and that he is gate to 
Heaven. I know not, that human life, in iU most 
|Ht)9perons state, can present any tlui% to onr wishes 
half so desiraUe, as such a close of it. 

Not to mingle this subject with others that wonld 
ai suit with it, I will add no more at present, Ann a 
wann hope, that ytm and your sister wDI be aUe efiec- 
toaUy to Bvajl yoatsclves of Bl^ the eonsolatmry matter 
with which it abounds. You gave yoiirselvea, while 
he lived, to a father, whose lUfe was doubtless pro- 
longed by your attentiotw, and whme tendemeis of 
disposition made him always deejdy sensible of your 
kindness in this reqwct, as welt as in many otheis. Hit 
old age was the happiest ^tfaat I l)ave ever known, and 
I give you both joy of having had so fttr an (^jportu- 
nily, and of havng so well used it, to approve yonr- 
selves equal to the calls of such a duty in the s^t of 
Ood and man. 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

ika Ld4|*, Jot iM, naft 
Ai^WOB r loMw l)wt you must be v«y nmcfa at- 
^^•n tbapreseat BMst affecting ttccasfOD, yet, not 
»««ws from you, I began to be very oneasy oa yow 
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Meonnt, and to fev that your health migfaf Inve sul^ 
ftred by the firtigue both of body and apirits, that yoii 
M«it have undergone, till a letter, that reached me 
yeatcfday from tba Ooieial, wt my beart at res^ so 
fiir as that cauK of anxiety was in questioB. He 
ifM^t of my Uncle m the tenda«it lenu, inch aa 
show bow ttuly seinUe be wm of the ami^lencM 
and escdkace of his chimcteT, and how decfriy be 
r^reta his loss. We have indeed lost one, who bai 
not left bis like in the iHvsent generation of oar fa- 
mily, and whose equal, m all reelects, no Aiture of it 
mU Jmibably pnAaxa, Hy memory retaim so pei^ 
Ibet aauD|M«HioB of faiai, tliet, had I been painter 
Mutead of poet, I could from those ftitfafbl trace! 
have perpetuated his fine and fbrm with the most 
minute eaactMH! and (his I the rather wonder at, 
because some, with whom I was equally conTersant 
five am) twenty yean ago, have almost faded out of 
all recoBectioB with me. But he made impresiioa 
not soon to be eflaced, and was in Ggatt, in temper, 
and manner, and m numeroui other respects, sucb as 
I shall never behold again. I often dunk nhat i 
joyful mterriew there has been between him and lomt 
of hii contemporaries, who went befoK him. llie 
tmtb of the matter is, my dear, that they are the 
happy ones, and dmt we dmil never be such oanelve^ 
till we have joiBed the party. Can there be aqj 
thjag 10 worthy ofourwamest wishes as to enter on 
an eternal, mdiangeable state, in bleaaed fellowship 
and eommoirioa with those whose sodety we valued 
most, and for Ibe best reasons, while they contlnned 
vritt us ? A few stqM more throogh a vaia, foolish 
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:ivorid, and thu InppiiieH wHl be youn. Bat be not 
plasty, qiy dear, to acconpluh tby jounMy ! For of 
aU tint live, thou art one whom I can least ^wie ; for 
thou ^so art one, wbo sbalt not leave tbjr equal be- 
bbd Ibee. 

W.C. 



TO THE REV. WALTER BAGOT. 

Womb, jiaan, iTsa. : 

MY OEAK WALTBB, 

You Ifaink me, no doubt, a tardy corre^xuxient, and 
such I ain, but not willingly. Many bindrances have 
interveqed, and the moat difficult to sunnouot. have 
been those which the east and north-east winds have 
occasioned, breathing winter upon the roses of June, 
and inflaming my eyes, ten times more sensible of the 
inconvenience than they. 1^ t^etables of England 
seem, like our animals, of a hardier and bolder nature 
than those of other countries. In France and Italy 
flowers blow, because it is warm, bat here, m 8|Hte of 
the cold. The season however is somewhat mended 
at present, and my eyes with it. Finding myself this 
morning in perfect ease of body, I seize the welcome 
oi^rtunity to do somethmg a^ least towards the 
discharge of my arrears to you, 

I am glad that yon liked my song, and, if I liked 
the others myself so well as that 1 sent you, I would 
transcribe for you them also. But I sent that, be- 
cause 1 accounted it the best. Slavery, and especially 
negro-slayeiy, because the cruellest, is an odious and 
disgusting sdttlect. Tmce pr thrice I have been as- 
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niled with eDtreaties to write a poem on that theoM. 
But besides, that it would be in sone sort treaioD 
sgaiott Homer to abandoD him for other matter, X 
Mt njKtf so much bnrt in my ifririta the moment I 
altered oa tbe <xioteiB|d>tioa of it, that I have at last 
determined absoluldj to have notbbg moi« to d* 
witb it There are aome iceaes of horror^ on whiok 
ny imagimrtioa cair dwell, not without tome com- 
plaoeaee. But then they are such scenei as God not 
mm pnduces. In earthquakes, high winds, tem^ea- 
taoiu.aeas, then is the ^snd as well as the tcniblek 
B«t when man is active to dwturb, there is soeh meaiw 
ness in tbe deaigD, and soch cmity bi the execntirav 
that I both bale and despise tbe ■rnbale operation, and 
ftd it a degradation of poetry to eaiploy her in tbe 
description of it I h^ also that tbe generality of 
my oountrymen have, more genraouty in tbeir natuit 
tbaa to want tbe fiddle of verse to go before ttem in 
Cbe perfbrmaBce of an act, to vdiieb they are invited 
t>y tbe bntdest calls of hmaBBity. 
Sceakfiit calls, and then Homer. 

Everyonn, 

W.C. 

fimtnm. — Instead of Hr. Wfibcribroe as audwr of 
Mannen of the Great, read Hannah Mote. 

My paper moanu, and my seat It is 6n the death 
of a veoerable ancle, Ashley CowpCT, at tbe age of 
cighty'Seveo. 
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TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

WcMn, Jib* a, ata. 

WbBM I tell you tfamt an unanawered letter trovblo 
my coucieDce in some degree like a crime, yon will 
tiiiak me endued with most heroic patience, who hare 
so long submitted to diat trouble on account of youra 
not answered yet. But the truth is, that I have been 
much engaged. Homer (you know) affitrds me cmi' 
slant emjrioyment ; besides which I have rather what 
may be called, <»>nsidering the privacy in which I have 
long lived, a numerous correspondence', to one of my 
friends in particular, a near and much-loved relatitm, 
I write weekly, and sometimes twice b the week ; nor 
are tbete my only excuses ; the sudden changes of the 
weather have much affected me, and especially with a 
disorder most unfavonrable to letter-wiitmg, an in- 
flammation in my eyes. With all these apologies I 
approach you once more, not altogether desiring <f 
forgiveness. 

It has pleased God to give ns rain, without tdiich 
this part of our country at least must soon have be- 
come a desert. The meadows have been parched to 
■ Jannary brown, and we have foddered our cattle for 
tome time, as in the wbter. The goodness and power 
of God are never (I believe) so tmifersajly acknow- 
ledged as at the end of a long drought. Man is natu- 
rally a self-suffideot animal, and in all concerns that 
seem to Ife within the sphere of hb own ability, thinks 
little or not at all of the need he always has of protec- 
tion and furtherance from above. But he is sensiblB 
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that tbe clouds will not awemhle at his bidding, and 
that, though the clouds asderable, they will not iail in 
showers becauK he commands them. When tbere- 
foie at last tbe blessiag descends, you shall hear even 
Bi tbe streets the most irreligious and thoughtless witb 
one voice esclaim — " TTiankGod!" — conressiiig them- 
telves indebted to his favour, and willing, at least so 
Jar as words go, lo give him the glory. I cau hardly 
doubt therefore that tbe earth is sometimes parched, 
and the crops endangered, in order that the multitude 
may not want a memento to whom they owe them, 
nor absolutely forget the power on which all depend 
for all things. 

Our soUtary part of (he year is over. Mrs. Un- 
win's daughter and son-in-law have lately spent lotoc 
time with us. We diall sbortjy receive ftom London 
ourold ftiends the Newtons (he was once minister of 
Olney); and, when they leave us, ne ex)>ect that Lady 
Hesketh will locceed them, perhaps to spend the sum- 
nMr htse, and possibly the ivinter also. The summer 
indeed b leaving ns at a ra|Hd rate^ as do all the sea- 
aoiu, and though I have marked their flight so ofieo, 
I know not wEbcb is the swiftest.' Man is never so do. 
luded as when he dreams of bis own duration. Hie 
answcrof tbe old I^lriareb to Pharaoh may be adopted 
by every man at the dose of tbe longest life — " Few 
and evil have been tbe days of tbe years of mypil- 
grbnage." Whether we look back from fifty, Or from 
twice fifty, the part appears equally a dream ; and we 
can only be said truly to bave lived, while we have 
be^ profitably employed. Alas, then I making the 
necessary dedoctions, how slmrt is life ! Were men to 
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general to save themselves all die Mqn the; take to 
no pnrpose, or to a bad one, what auBben, wbo are 
BOW active, would become ledeotary ! 

Thus I hare sermonized through my p^>er. Lreing 
where you liye, you can bear with me tbe better- I 
always tbllow the leadingaf my mmiuttaiiied though, 
when 1 write to a friend, be they (pave or otbeiwiK. 
Homer reminds me of you every day. lamixMrBK 
tbe twenty-first Iliad. 

Adioi, 

W.C. 



TO LADY HESKFTH. 

TlK L«dn iOH ST, IKS. 

Fob tlie»akc ofal<»ger vtsit,tty4karest Coz, I can 
be well content to watt Thd cDHutiy, (bit oountry 
at least, is jdeasant at aU tunes, and when winter n 
4;caue, or near at hand, we shall bav« the bcM«r chance 
for being snug. I know your paasioB Ik retiKmcnt 
qideed, or for what we call det^ ratirement, and Oc 

F B inteudii^ to return to Bath with tbdr Mather, 

when her viut at the UaU is ove^ you vmll Ibea imA 
here exactly the retirement in qnesticMk I hava made 
in the orchard tbe best winter-walk in ajl the parish, 
sheltered Irom the east; md &aB tbe scNrtb^aflt, aai 
open to the sun, e>ioe|>t at his riskig, aU tbe day. 
Then we will have Homer and Doa Quixote : anl 
then we will have saunter aod chat, and one la^ 
more b^ore we die. Out orchaid is alive with txta.- 
tures of all kinds; poultry <^ every deiWimmkiQ 
swarms in it, and |^s, the drollest b tbe world I 
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I r^oice Ibat we have a couab Charles aim, as well 
u a coiuin Henry, who baa had the addres) to wis 
the good-likings Ctf the Chancellor. May he fare the 
better tbi it I Ai to myself, 1 have long since ceased 
to have any expectattons from that quarter. Yet, if 
be were indeed mortified as yon say (and no doubt 
^ou have particular reasons for thmking hi), and rfr 
peided to that degree of bis hasty exertiwis in tarour 
of the present occupant, who can tell f he wants nei- 
ther means nor management, but can easily at some 
future period redress the evil, if he chooses to do it. 
But in the mean time life steals away, and shortly nei- 
ther he will be iu circumstances to do me a kindness, 
nor I to receive one at bis hands. Let faim m^ 
baste therefore, or he'will die a promise in my debt, 
which be will never be able to perform. Your com- 
munications on this subject are as' safe as you can 
wish them. We divulge nothing but what might ap- 
pear in the magazine, nor that without great consi- 
deration. 

I must tell you a feat of my dog Beau. Walking 
I^ the river-side, I observed some wnler-liltes doatinff 
at a little distance from the bonk, lliey are a large 
white flower, with aa orange coloured eye, very bean- 
tiful. I had a desire to gather one, and, having your 
iMig cane in my band, by the help of it endeavoured 
to bring one of them within my reach. But the at- 
tempt proved vain, and 1 walked forward. Beau had 
all the while observed me very attentively. Return' 
ing soon after toward the same place, I observed him 
plunge into the river, while I was about forty yards 
distant from him ; and, when I had nearly reached the 
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apDt, hestram to land wit b a lily in his mouth, which 

; he came and laid at my foot. 

Hr. Rom, whom I have meatioiwd to yoa as » viri- 

'toi of mbe for the fint time toon after you left hi, 
Wfltes me word thiit he has wen my balhds against 
the slave-mongen; bjit not in print. Where h« mst 
withtbem, I.'lutowt^ot. Mr. Ball hcggcd bard for 
leave to print (bem at Newport-Pagnel, and I reAued, 
thiukiog that it would foe wrong to anticipate the no- 
bitity, gentry, and others, at whose preniiig^ instaoee 
I composed them, in their design to print tbem. Bat 
perhaps 1 need not bare beat so squeuaitb-; for the 
opportunity to publiih tbem in London aeems now not 
only ripe, but rotten. I am well content. 'nier« b 
hut one of them with which I am myself satined, 
though I have heard them all well spoken of. But 
there are very few thmgs of my own compositioB, 
lliat I can endure to read, when they have been writ* 
ten a month, tlrau;^ at first Ihey seem to me to be all 
perfection. 

Mrs. Unwin, who has been much the hapfner since 
the time of your return hither has been in sodm-scM 
setded, begs me to make her kindest remembrance. 
Youn, ray dear, most truly. 

W. C. 



TO LADY HESKETH. 

Tin I/Ott, Mf a, IISSI 

It is in vain that you tell me yoti have do talent at 
description, wbtle in feci you describe better than oi^ 
body. You have given me a most complete idea of 
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yoar muHionaiid its HtufitkiD; and I doubt not that 
with your letter in my baud by way of ma)], could I 
be set down on the ipot in a moment, I should find 
myself qualified to take my walks and my pastime in 
whatever quarter of your paradise it should please me 
the moat to viiit. We also, as you know, have scenes 
at Weston worthy of <kscrq>tion; but because you 
Iwow Ibem well, 1 will only say that one of Ibem has, 
within these few days, been mnch improved ; I mean 
tfae lime walk. By the help of the axe and ihe wood- 
bill, whidi have of late been eonstantly emf^oyed ia 
catling oat all stiaggbig branches that interested the 
aeeb, Mr. llirochmorton has now defined it with such 
•xactiMM, that no cathedral in the world can show one 
of move magoificence or beauty. 1 bless myself that 
I live so near it ; fitr were it distant several miles, it 
would be well worth while to visit it, merely as an ob- 
ject of taste; not to mention the refreshment of siicb a 
gloom both to the eyes and spirits. And these are 
the things which our modem improvers of parks and 
pleasure grounds have displaced witbunt mercy ; be- 
cause, forsooth, they are rectilinear. It is a wonder 
they do not quarrel with the suabeams for the same 
reason. 

Have you seen the account of five huadred celebra- 
ted authors now living ? I am one of them ; but stand 
charged with the high crime and misdemeanor of to- 
tally neglected method ; an accusation which, if ihe 
geiitleoun would take the pains to read me, he would 
fiud sufficiently refuted. I am conscious at least my- 
self of having laboured much Jn the arrangement of 
my matter, and of having given to Ihe several parts of 
«jr book of the Task, as well as to each poeni in the 
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firat Tolnme, that tott ofalight coonection, wfaidi poe- 
try demands ; for in poetry, (^cept professedly of the 
didactic kind) a logical predsion would be stifi| pedan- 
tic, and ridiciiloiu. But there b no pleaaing some cn- 
ticii tbe comfort ia, that I am contented, wbelbertbey 
be pleased or not. At tbe sbdm time, to my hcmoar be 
it spoken, the chronicler of us five hundred prodigies 
bestows on me, for aught I know, more eommendatiaQS 
than on any other of my confirdlemity. May be live 
to write tlie histories of,a« many thousand poets, and 
find me the very best ainoDg them ! Aiaent 

I join with you, my dearest Cot, in wishing that I 
owned thr fee simple of all the beautiful scenes around 
you, but such emoluments were never designed for 
poets. Am 1 not happier than ever poet was, in hav- 
mg thee for my cousin, and in tbe expectation of tby 
wrival here whenever Strawberry-hill shall lose tbee t 
Ever thinej 

w.a 



TO LADV HESKETH. 

ns Indft, Asfml Eh I7U> 

The Newtons are still here, and continue with us I 
believe imlil the 1 5th of the month. Here is idso my 
friend, Mr. Rose, a valu^le young man, who, attract- 
ed by the effluvia of my genius, found me out in my 
retirement last January twelvemonth. ! have not per- 
mitted him to be idle, but liavc made him transcribe 
for me tbe twelfth book of the Iliad. He brings me 
the compliments of several of the literati, with wlimn 
he is acquainted in town, and tells me, that from Dr. 
SJaciain, whom be saw lately, be leaius tliat my book 
_.. Goo;;lc 



286. COWFBB S LBTTBRS. S93 

is ID the iuudi of sixty differeot persoDs at the Hague, 
who are all encfaanted with il, itot fo^ettiug the said 
Dr. Maclain hinself, who tells him that he reads it 
every day, and a always the better for'it. O rare we I 

I have been employed thb moniiiig in composing a 
I^tin motto for the king's clock ; the embettishments 
of which are by Mr. Bbcob. That gentleman break* 
fasted with us ou Wednesday, having come thirty-se* 
veB miles out of his way on purpose to see your cou- 
sin. At his request I have done it, and have made 
two : he will choose that which liketh hun best. Mr. 
Bacon is a most escellent man, and a most agreeable 
companion : I would that he lived not so remote, or 
that he had more of^rtanity of travelliiig. 

Tliere b not, so Jar as 1 know, a syUable of the 
rimming correspondence between me and my poor 
brother id), save and except the six lines of it quoted 
in yonrs. 1 had the whole of it, but it perished in 
tjte wreck of a thousand other things, when I left the 
Temple. 

Breakfast calls. Adieu ! 

W. C. 

TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

Wc«a«, Ang. IS, 1T8S. 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 

I LEFT you with a sensible r^ret, alleviated only by 
the consideration that I shallsee yon again in October. 
1 was under some concern also, lest, not being able to 
give you any certain direottons myself, nor knowing 
where you might find a gude, you should wander and 
fktigue yourself, good walker as you are, before you 
c c 2 
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could reac^ Northampton . Peihapa you beard m« 
whistle just after uur leparation; it was to ottl back 
Beau, who was rannrng after ^ou with all speed, to 
iatreat you to return with me. For my part, 1 to«A 
my owD time lo return, and did not reach home till 
after one; and then so weary, that 1 was glad of my 
great chair, to the comforts of which I added a cmst 
and a glass of niro and water, not without great oc- 
casion. Such a faot-traveller am I. 

1 am writing on Monday, bat whether I shall 6iatk 
my letter this nioniing depends on Mrs. Unwin's com- 
ing sooner or later down to breakfast. Something 
tells me that you set off to-day for Birmingham; and 
though it be a sort of hiciau to say here, 1 beseech 
you take care of yourself, for the day threatens f^eat 
heat, 1 camiot help it; the weather may be ccdd 
cnougli at tbe time when that good advice shall reacli 
l^oa ; but be it hot, or be it cold, to a man who ttvveb 
as you travel, l^e care of yourself, can never be an 
unseasonable caution. I am sometimes distressed oa 
this account; for Ihongh you are young, smd well made 
for such exploits, those very circurastaoces are more 
likely than any thing to betray you into dfuiger. 
Consnle qaidValomt ?l4ht«, qnid hne Tecpsent. 
The Newtons left us on Friday. We frequently 
talked about you after your departure, and every 
tbing that was spoken naa lo your advantage- 1 know 
they will be glad to see you in London, and perhaps 
when your summer and auluma rambles are over, yon 
will afford them that pleaiiure. The Throckmorton^ 
are equally well dbposed to you, and them ^su I re. 
commend to yon as a valuable com^eclion, the rather 
because yoQ can only cultivate it at Weston. 
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1 have not beea idle since you went, having not only 
laboured as usual at the Iliad, but composed a tpiek 
and »pan new piece, called " The Dog aud the Water 
lily," which you shall see when we meet again. I 
believe I related to you the incident whidi is the sub- 
ject of it. I have also read most of Lavaler's Apho- 
risius; they appear to me some of theni wise, many of 
them whimsical, a few of them false, and sot a few of 
them extravagant. Nil illi medium. If he fiuds in 
a man the feature or quality that be approves, he deu 
ties bim ; if the contrary, he is a devil. His verdict 
is ill neither case, 1 suppose, a just one. 

W.C. 



TO samue;l rose, esq. 

WciUKi, Stpl. I), lisp. 
MV DBAR FEIEND, 

Since your departure Ihave twice visited the oak, and 
with an inteution to push my inquiries a mile beyond 
it, where it seems I should have found another oak, 
much larger, and much more respectable than the 
former ; but once I was hindered by the rain, and 
once by the snltiiness of the day. This latter oak 
has been kndwu by tbc name of Judith many ages, 
and issaid to have been an oak at ibetime of the Con- 
quest. If I have not an opportunity to reach it he- 
fore your arrival here, we will attempt that exploit 
together ; and even if I should have been able to visit 
it ere vou come, I shall yet be glad to do so ; for the 
pleasure of extraordinary sights, like all other plcai 
^ures, is doubled by tlie parlicipalion of a friend. 
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Yon HBh for a copy of mj little dog's eulogium, 
which I will therefore tranKribe ; but tnr to doing, I 
aliall leave mygdf but tmaty room for prose, 

I shell be sorry if oar neighhoors at the hall dionld 
have left it, when we hare the pleasure frf seeing you. 
I waot you to see them soon again, that a little con- 
tMetmdo may wear off restraiut ; and you may be able 
to improve the advantage you have already gained in 
(bat quarter. I pitied you for the fears which de- 
piived you of your lincle's company, and the more 
having sufiered so much by tbosefears myself. Fight 
against that vicious fear, for such it is, as strenuously 
as you ixa. It is the worst enemy that can attack a 
man destined to tbe forum — it ruined me. To asso- 
. ciate as much as possible with the most respectable 
company, for good sense and good breeding, is, I 
believe, the only, at least 1 am sure it is the best re- 
medy. The society of men of pleasure will not cure 
it, but rather leaves us more exposed to its infiumce 
ill company of better persons. 

Now for tbe Dog and tbe Water Lfly*. 

W.C. 



TO SAMU£L ROSE, ESQ. 

WtMM, Sept a, iTsa. 

MY SBAK FRIBND, 

Siy what ii tbe Udng b; my Riddle deiign'd 

Wiiidi ;oa oanied to London, and jret Utt iMbind. 

I EXPECT your answer and without a fee. — The half 

lionr next bef<a« breakfast I devote to you. The mo- 

* Cowper** Poems, vol. i. 
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neat Mrs. Unwin arrives in the study, be whal I Iwve 
writtei) much or little, 1 dnll make my bow, and tabs 
leave. Ifyouliveto be a judge, »» if I augur right 
you will, I shall espect to hear of a walking circuit. 

1 was shocked at what you tell me of . Supe- 
rior talents, it seems, give do security for propriety of 
conduct; on the contrary, having a natural tendency 
to nourish pride, they of^en betray the possessor into 
siiGfa mbtakes, as men more moderately gifVed never 
commit. Ability therefore is not wisdom, and an 
ounce of grace is a better guard against gross absurd- 
ity than the brightest talents in the worid. 

I rejoice that you are prepared tor transcript work : 
here will be plenty for you. The day on which you 
shall receive thb, I beg you will remember to drink 
one glass at least to the success of the Iliad, which I 
fimshed the day before yesterday, and yesterday be- 
gan the Odyssey. It will he some time before 1 shall 
perceive myself travelling ui another road; tlie objects 
around me are at present so much the same ; Olympus, 
and a council of Gods' meet me at my lirst entrance. 
To tell you the truth, 1 am weary of heroes and dei- 
ties, and, with reverence be it spoken, shall be glad, 
for variety's sake, to exchuuge their company for that 
of a Cyclc^. 

Weston has not been without its tragedies since yoii 
(eft us ; Mrs. Throckmorton's piping hull-finch has 
been eaten by a rat, and the villain left nothing but 
poor Bully's beak behind him. It will be a wonder if 
Ibis event does not at some convenient time employ 
9iy veraSy'ntg pas^on. Did ever &ir lady, from thf 
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Labia of CstaUn to the preaHil day, low her binl 
and fiod DO'poel to coDineaiorate the low ! 



TO SAMUEL rose; ESQ. 

•naUB.Vvr.X, ITX. 
NT BEAR FSIEND, 

YoDR letter, accompnyiiig; the booliB with whidi 
yon hare feroured me, and for which I retorn you a 
thousand thanki, did not arrive till yesterday. I 
■hall have great irfeasuFe in taking uow and then a 
paqt at my^dd friend Vincent Bonnie ; the neatest of 
ril men in his versification, lliough when I was nnder 
bis usbersfaip, at Westminater, the most slovenly in 
his pnwin. He was so inattentive to his boys, and so 
iothftrent whether they brought him good or bad 
exercises, or none at ail, that he seemed determined, 
as be was the best, so to be the last Lalm poet of the 
WestmkiBlerline ; a plot which, I believe, he execnled 
very suceessfiilly ; for I have not heard of any who has 
at all deserved to be compared with bim. 

We have had hardly any rain or snow since yon lefi 
ns ; the roads are accordingly as dry as m the middle 
of summer, and the opportunity of walking much 
more favourable. We have no season in my mind so 
pleasant as such a winter :' and 1 account it particularly 
fortunate that such it proves, my cousin being with 
us. She is in good health, and cheerful, so are we 
tA\; and thb I say, knowing you will be glad to bear 
it, for you have seen the time vihen this could not be 



.Cookie 



293' COWPIR'S LITTEBS. Q99 

■aid of all yoar friendi at Weiloii', We shall rejoice 
to see you here at Chriitmas; but I recollected wbcB 
I hinted such an ekcuraioti bjf word of moutb, you 
gavemenogieateDcouragemeut to expect ;ou. Minds 
alter, and yours may be of the number of those that 
do so r and if it should, you will be entirely welcome 
to as all. Were there no other reason for your com- 
ing than merely the pleasure it will affiird to aa, that 
reason alone would tw suffictent; but after so many 
ttnis, and with so many more ib prospect, it seems 
essential to your well-befaig that you should allow 
younelF a respite, wfaidi perhaps you can take as oon- 
fortably (I am sure as quietly) here as any wfaere. 

The ladies beg to be remembered to you with alt 

pos^ble esteem and regard ; they are just come domi 

to breakfast, aud being at this moment extremely 

talkative, oblige me to put an eod to my letter. Adieu. 

W.C. 



TO JOSEPH HILl, ESQ. 

WcNcv-TJndtrwiMd, D«e. £, ITM. 

HY Dear pribnd, 
I TOLD you lately that 1 had an ambition to intro- 
duce to y«ur acquaiotiinoe my valuable friend, Mr. 
fiose. He a now before you. Yob will find him 
■ person of genteel manners and agreeable conversa- 
tion. As to bis othervirtuesand goodqualitiesiwbich 
are many, and such as are not often found in men of 
his years, I consign them over to your own discem- 
inent, perfectly sure that none ot them will escape 
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^ou. I gife jpou jo; of «aeh other, sod retmin, my 
dear oM friend, nunt truly youn. 



TO ROBERT SMITH, ESQ. 

Walon-UKlawixMl, Dae SO, I7M. 
MT DEAK SIB, 

Hbs. Vnwin is in tolerdtle bealth, and actds bee 
wannest thanks to mine for your favour, and for your 
oUiging iuquiries. My own health is better than it 
has been many years. Lcmg time 1 bad a stomadi 
that would digest nothing, and now nothing disagrees 
with it ; an amendment for which I am, under God, 
ii>dd>ted to the daily use of eolnble tartar, which 2 
have never omitted these two years. I am stiU, as yoa 
may suppose, occupied in my long l^ibnur. The Iliad 
has Dearly received its last polish. And I have 
advanced in a rough copy as for as to the ninth hook 
of the Odyssey. My friends are some of tbem in 
haste to see the work printed, and my answer to tbem 
is — " I do nothing else, and this I do day and night — 
it must in time be tinbhed." 

My thoughts, however, are not engaged to Homer 
oiily. I cannot be so mucli a poet as not to fed 
,greatly for the King, the Queen, and the country. 
My speculations on ttiese subjects are indeed melan- 
choly, for no Bucb tragedy has be&llen in my day. 
We are forbidden to trust in man ; I will not Ihere- 
fbre say I trust in Mr. Pitt; — but hi his counsels, 
uqder the blesung of I^ovideoce, the remedy is, 1 b«- 
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lieve, to be ftimd, if a remedy there be. His int^rity, 
fiininess, and sagacity, are the only human meana that 
seem adequate to the great emergence. 

You say notiiing of your own health, of which I 
should have been happy to have heard Avourably. 
May you long enjoy the best. Neither Mrs. Unwin 
nor myself have a ibcerer, mr a warmer niih, than for 
;our felicity. 

I am, my dear «r. 
Your most obliged and affectionate. 
W. C. 



TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

Tbe Lodge, Jan. 1% neg. 
MY DEAR SIR, * 

I HAVB taken, since you went away, many of the 
walks which we have taken together ; and none of 
them, I believe, without thoughts of you. I have, 
though not a good nieniory in general, yet a good 
local memory, and can recollect, by the help of a tree 
or a stile, what you said on that parlicular spot. For 
this reason I purpose, when tbe summer is come, to 
iralk witli a book in my pocket; what 1 read at my 
fireside I forget, but what I read under a hedge, or 
at the side of a pond, that pond and that hedge will 
always bring to my remembrance; and tliis is a sort 
of memoria techniea, which I would recommend to 
you, if I did not know that you have uo occasion for 
It 
I am readbg Sir John Hatvktns, and still hold tlie 
TOt.. II, D D 



Google 



S02 cowpek's letters. 295, 

same opiBion of bis book, u wbeo you were here, 
Tftere aic m it, undoubtedly, Bonw awkwardnesMs of 
pfaiase, and wbich is wane, here and tbere Mtine uii»- 
quivocol iudicatioBB of s vanity not easily paidooable 
in a m^of liis years; but on the whole I find it 
amnsiug, and to me at least, to whom every tbii^ tbat 
baa passed in tbe literary world wilbin these five and 
twenty years is new, sufficiently rej^ete with informa- 
tion. Mr. Throckinortun told me about three days 
■ioce, tbat it was lately recommended to bim by a 
sensible man, as a book tbat would give hun great 
insigfat into tbe history of modem literature, and 
' modem men of letters, a commendattou wfcucli I really 
think it merits. Fifty yeankence, perhapii, the world 
will feel itself obliged to him. 

W.C. 

TO SAMUEL ROSE, ESQ. 

n< Lri4|t, jm. tt , iTap. 

H7 DEAR SIR, 

We have heard frmn my cousin in Norftrik Street; 
she reached home safely, and in good time. An ob- 
servation suggests itself, which, though [ have but 
little time for observation making, I must allow myself 
time to mention. Accidents, as we call tbem, g«>e- 
lally oGcor when tbere seems least reason to expect 
tbem; if a friend of ours travels far in different roads, 
and at an unfavourable season, we are reasonably 
alarmed for the safety of one in whom we take so 
much interest ; yet bow seldom do we bear a Iragicql 
iccount of such a journey I It is, on the contrary, at 



S§6. COWPES'S lETTEAS. ^S 

home, in our ;ard or garden, perhaps in our parlour, 
that disaster finds us ; in an; place, in short, where 
we seem perfectl]f out of the r«acb of danger. The 
lesson inculcated by such a procedure on the part of 
Providence towards us seents to be that of perpetual 
dependence. 

Having preached tbis sermon, I must hasten to a 
close ; you know that I am not idle, nor can 1 afford 
to be so; I would gladly spend more time with you, 
but by some means or other this day has hilherlo 
proved a day of hindrance and confusion. 

W. C- 



TO THE REV, WALTER BAGOT. 

Wdon, Jan. «9, IJBO. 
H¥ DKAR PRIEND, 

I SH ALL be a better, at least a more freqilent corre- 
epondent, wlien I have done with Homer, I am not 
forgetful of any letters that I owe, and least of all 
forgetful of my debts in that way lo you; on tJie con- 
trary, I live in a awtbual state of self-reproach for 
not writing more punctually; but the old Grecian, 
whom I diarge myself never to neglect, lest I should 
never finish him, has at present a voice tliat seems to 
drown all other demands, and many to wliicfa I could 
listen with more pleasure than even to bis O* rotuti' 
dum. I am now in the eleventh book of the Odyssey, 
conversing with the dead. Invoke the Muse in my 
behalf, that I may roll the stone of Sisyphus with some 
success. To do it as Homer has done it is, I suppose, 
ID our verse and language, impossible ; but I will hope 
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not to labour altogether to as little purpose as Sisy- 
phus himself did. 

Though r meddle little Vilh politics, and can find 
but little leisure to do so, the present state of things 
unavoidably engages a share of my attention. But aa 
they say, Archimedes, when Syracuse was taken, was 
found busied in the sohiticm of a problem, so, come 
what may,! diail be found translating Homer. 

Sincerely yours, 

W. C. 



END OF VOL- 1 
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